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Past-President’s Message  
 

It’s that time of year 
when many of us start 
thinking about seeing 
each other at our annual 
conference and business 
meeting. My first OFWIM 
meeting was in 
Williamsburg, VA in 2015 
and I have been 
fortunate to attend every 

meeting since then. I look forward to seeing my 
OFWIM friends each year and learning from 
colleagues who work in the same specialized 
field. OFWIM truly is a unique organization! 
 

This year we are preparing to meet for our first 
ever VIRTUAL meeting! I know we will miss 
seeing each other in person and our normal 
meeting format, but this is a great opportunity to 
learn new ways of keeping the networking spirit 
alive. This year’s strategic thinking effort 
revealed that networking is by far the most 
valued service OFWIM provides, particularly in 
the form of the annual meeting. All of our 
committees have done an outstanding job 
adapting their normal processes to a virtual 
environment in order to maintain this key 
networking event. 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
year’s strategic thinking effort. Special thanks 
goes to the ExCom, committee chairs, MaryEllen 
Wickett and Don Schrupp (who investigated our 
records), and Keith Hurley (who reviewed the 
membership survey questions) for their 
significant roles in the 2019-2020 effort. You will 
be hearing some preliminary results from our 
investigations into our members, records, and 
committees at the virtual meeting. The next 
steps for our 2020-2021 year are for committees 
and members to review the preliminary results, 
provide feedback, and come up with some 
simple goals and action items. An important 
question we need to ask ourselves is what we 
want to focus on given that most of our 
members identified a lack of time to participate 
as OFWIM’s greatest challenge.  

 

 
I want to encourage those of you who are even 
remotely interested to start thinking now about 
running for office next year. Serving on an 
ExCom is a great learning experience in 
leadership. It helped me to find confidence in 
voicing and enacting my ideas, and allows 
anyone to make a difference at an entirely 
different level. If you still feel a little intimidated 
about being an officer, try getting involved on a 
committee first. I’ve never been on an OFWIM 
committee where I felt that I had to give more 
time than I had. Committees are a great way to 
stay involved in OFWIM during the year and 
learn more about how OFWIM works.  
 

Serving as President this past year has been a 
valuable experience and I want to thank the 
ExCom in particular for their support and their 
contributions to OFWIM. We were able to 
accomplish quite a few tasks that fall outside of 
the normal ExCom duties, including a bylaws and 
procedures manual review, updates to our 
banking, the addition of an OFWIM 
SurveyMonkey account, navigating a global 
pandemic, and the strategic thinking effort. I 
look forward handing over the President’s duties 
to Chelsea Krause and participating on the 
ExCom for one more 
year as Past-
President.  
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OFWIM had its first 
ever virtual 
conference this past 
month. With 78 
registered attendees, 
there was amazing 
participation, 

engagement and of course we couldn’t 
skip a virtual raffle! 
 
We kicked off the conference with a talk 
from Esri, followed by a panel discussion 
on COVID-19. This seemed like an 
appropriate addition this year as 
everyone has been impacted by the 
global pandemic. It was also a great way 
to hear how members have been 
affected and adapting to the new 
normal. 
 
We were able to fill the two days with 
engaging presentations and conduct the 
business meeting accordingly. I think 
everyone definitely missed the in-person 
aspect of the conference and 
networking; however, it was still a great 
way to connect and catch up with some 
of the members. If anything, it’ll make 
next year in Fort Collins, CO that much 
better! Finally, I want to say thank you 
to the Conference Planning Committee 
for all their assistance this past year and 
helping to make this virtual conference a 
success. 

President’s Message 

Organization of 
Fisheries & Wildlife 
Information  
Managers 

-Chelsea Krause  

http://www.ofwim.org/meetings/
http://www.ofwim.org/meetings/
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OFWIM Past, 
Present, and Future: 

  

STAN ALLEN 
Sr. Program Manager 

Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (PSMFC) 

When and why did you join OFWIM? 
I joined OFWIM when it was not called OFWIM. It was in the early 
days of fish and wildlife database development and management, 
mini and mainframe computers with PC’s taking over (with mere 10 
MB hard drives, floppy disks [and punch cards in college]), and the 
first “GIS” systems replacing Mylar overlays … You get the point – a 
long time ago. I joined because we were unique individuals in 
agencies, tribes, non-profits, consultants - and I was drawn to the 
fellowship and knowledge sharing of growing and evolving 
technologies that were quickly assisting fish and wildlife 
management, education and enforcement. 

How do you feel that being a member has benefitted 
you? 

I would have to say the largest benefit has been the connections and 
friendships built over the years. The fish and wildlife data world is still 
a relatively small group and my career has allowed me to meet, hire 
and work with many outstanding professionals. As the technologies 
continue to evolve and surpass my knowledge base, I take great 
satisfaction in watching younger minds take on the fish and wildlife 
information world and far surpass what we only dreamed of in the 
70’s- early 80’s. OFWIM took off in the early 90’s when it was 
apparent that the field needed a unique organization to support 
unique people. 
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What have you done to contribute to OFWIM? 

I supported and assisted with the start of OFWIM, served as 
Member-at- Large, President-Elect, and was President of OFWIM 
between 1999-2001. I assisted and hopefully will continue to assist 
behind the scenes to continue the growth and existence of OFWIM, 
which remains a small dedicated group supporting outstanding fish 
and wildlife information management. I have encouraged my staff to 
participate and help with OFWIM and two of them took on that 
challenge in a large way by taking on leadership roles (Bruce 
Schmidt and Robin Carlson). I also facilitated transfer of the OFWIM 
website when its hosting was transferred to a PSMFC server from a 
IAFWA hosted computer (after originally being on host computers 
established through VA-DGIF and the Conservation Management 
Institute). Greg Wilke of the PSMFC staff has been instrumental in 
providing support for www.ofwim.org. 

Why have you stayed a member of OFWIM? 
It is still fun to learn new things, meet new people and see how 
others have taken on a fish and wildlife information challenge. It also 
has given me the chance to stay connected and still see and hear 
from friends and colleagues, and encourage staff to interact with 
others sharing the same challenges. I am also trying to outlast Don 
Schrupp … Now there is a man with dedication and the continuing 
desire to learn and share with others what he has learned. Keep it up 
buddy. 

OFWIM Past:  

STAN ALLEN 
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What opportunities has being a member given you and 
what opportunities would you like OFWIM to give you 

that you don’t think are available? 

As I have already said – the early beginnings of the modern age of 
fish and wildlife information management gave many of us 
opportunities to mold and grow our careers around the technology 
and the people we work and share information with. OFWIM helped 
and continues to help bring us together. I would still like to see the 
connections grow with other groups such as the American Fisheries 
Society Information Technology section (started as Computer Users 
Section).  

What message do you have for non-members? 

All I can say is join (it’s still the most affordable professional 
membership out there) and help share your knowledge and learn from 
others taking on the challenges of the fish and wildlife information 
world. Build connections and friendships that will serve you well 
throughout your careers. 

Do you think you will remain active with OFWIM and 
why? 

I try - and will continue to try. My career has taken me into an 
administrative role that still allows me to encourage and support fish 
and wildlife information management professionals and maintain my 
(and PSMFC) membership with the organization. Unfortunately that 
career and my position does not allow me the time or flexibility that I 
used to have. I was lucky enough to attend the annual meeting in 
Hood River, Oregon and hope to make several others before I retire. 

OFWIM Past:  

STAN ALLEN 
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A challenge for the OFWIM 
Membership:  

The OFWIM Communications, Membership and Outreach Committee 
has been working to fill the gaps in our Conference Archives. We have 
rounded up proceedings for most of the conferences between 1994 and 
2019. We are now asking the OFWIM membership to look through their 
private collections for copies of proceedings from the ‘missing years’, 
and if you could loan us copies of your proceedings for those missing 
years we would like to scan them and produce a PDF that we could add 
to our archives. Please contact Dyanne Cortez (dycort @ att.net), if you 
have copies of any of the proceedings listed below that you could loan 
us. The ‘missing years’ are: 

2011 St. Louis, Missouri 

“Managing Fish and Wildlife Data to 
Adapt to Changing Environments” 

 
2009 Seattle, Washington 

“Doing More with Less: Leveraging 
Resources and Technology 
Through Partnerships” 

 
2007 Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia 

“Common Problems – Common 
Solutions: Advancing Natural 
Resource Management Goals 
Through Collaboration and 
Technology” 

 
2005 Tallahassee, Florida 

“Protecting Fish and Wildlife 
Through Technology” 

2004 San Diego, California  

“Partnerships and the Future of 
Fish and Wildlife Information 
Management” 

 
1998 Madison, Wisconsin 
 
1997 Reston, Virginia 

“Connecting People with Resources 
Through Digital Information 
Systems” 

 
1993 St. Louis, Missouri 
Inaugural meeting of OFWIM—Any 
content from this meeting, 
proceedings or otherwise. 
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President-Elect 
 

Dyan Pursell 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
 
Dyan Pursell is a GIS Specialist in the Science Branch of 
the Missouri Department of Conservation.  Dyan has been 
in the GIS field since 2004.  She has a BA in History and a 
MA in Geography from the University of Missouri.  Dyan 
spent the first 11 years of her GIS career at Missouri 
Resource Assessment Partnership (MoRAP) before moving 
to MDC.  Her major duties include providing GIS expertise 
to a variety of research programs, developing LiDAR 

projects, and creating custom tool kits for non-GIS users.  When not at work, Dyan 
spends her time reading, knitting, and learning different languages while she’s 
taking road trips with her husband Scot. 

Meet Two of Our 
New Officers! 

Member-At-Large 
 

Amy Martin Ewing 
Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources 
 
Amy Martin Ewing currently serves as Environmental 
Services Biologist and Wildlife Information Manager Services 
(WIS) Program Manager at the Virginia Department of 
Wildlife Resources (DWR).   Amy is responsible for reviewing 
projects, policies, and permits for impacts upon wildlife, 
wildlife habitats, and programs for which DWR is 
responsible, including threatened and endangered species 
protection.  Amy represents DWR on the inter-agency team 

that oversees wetland and stream mitigation banking in Virginia as well as other 
inter-agency committees, including the Virginia Forest Conservation Partnership.  In 
addition, Amy guides and oversees the work of DWR's WIS staff: a data scientist 
focused on internal biological data projects, and an information biologist focused on 
external education and updating of internal wildlife information. 
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Amy received her B.S. in Wildlife Management from 
Virginia Tech in 1996 and her M.S. in Environmental 
Science from the Center for Environmental Studies 
(CES) at Virginia Commonwealth University in 

2002.  As an Environmental Biologist, Amy is able to work on her two 
passions:  wildlife management and environmental protection.  In support of her 
goals, Amy works closely with DWR’s GIS and WIS programs to ensure that the 
agency is appropriately managing, updating, and serving wildlife data to the 
environmental community, our partners, and our constituents. 
 
Amy first became an OFWIM member in 2001 and has served on the ExCom before 
as Member-At-Large and Secretary and also previously led the Data Standards and 
Technology Trends Committee.  Amy has presented numerous times at OFWIM, 
been a session moderator, Beth’s Vanna for the raffle, and has participated as a 
member of the Conference Planning Committee a number of times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Treasurer  
 

Michael Barbour 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
 

Michael Barbour is an HDMS Data Specialist with the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department. He is responsible 
for curating biological information on special status 
wildlife species occurrences from all sources for the 
needs of Arizona's Heritage Data Management System 
(HDMS). He also acts as State Administrator for 
Arizona's iMapInvasives program and maintains the 
iMapInvasives database for Arizona. He received B.S. 
degrees in Biology and Wildlife Management from 
Virginia Tech, and an M.S. in Wildlife Ecology from the 

University of New Hampshire. He completed a Ph.D. research project in Zoology 
(Wildlife Management) with the Cooperative Wildlife Research Laboratory (CWRL) 
at Southern Illinois University. 

Amy Martin Ewing 
continued... 

Congratulations 
Michael! 
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CALL FOR  

NEWSLETTER 

SUBMISSIONS! 
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JOIN OFWIM NEXT YEAR IN 

FORT COLLINS, CO! 

October 3rd-7th, 2021 

FORT COLLINS WAS NAMED ONE OF THE 14 BEST 

PLACES TO TRAVEL IN 2019 BY FORBES! 

The 2020 Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managers 

Annual Conference and Business Meeting is heading to Colorado! 

Situated at the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, 60 miles north of the Denver Airport, Fort Collins has 

recreational opportunities, diverse cultural attractions and a vibrant nightlife. Fort Collins prides itself 

on the many restaurants and outdoor activities, a picturesque downtown and of course, the beer. Fort 

Collins is always full of things to do, no matter the season. 
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  Ahoy, Maties! 

Captain Jack Sparrow here. T’is been a long an’ 
tortuous year, mos’ of it spent in a box smaller’n 
Davy Jones brig.  Many moons ago, sick of the 
bitter cold, I facilitated an escape, an’ found my 
way t’ th’ banks of a great river. Rumor has it, I 
stowed away an’   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

The Continuing Adventures of  

Captain Jack 

Ahoy! More o’ me adventures this way! 

sailed th’ rivers south t’ warmer  
climes.  That is a blatant fabrication.  
A great pirate does not stow away. I  
liberated a vessel that’d been left t’ founder, an’ set  
sail for th’ East Indies. Rumor had reached me that  
 th’ Black Pearl had been spotted sailing under a flag of  
 th’ East India Company.  

Once there, I intended t’ seek out th’ gaggle 

of gutless thugs running th’ Company an’ 
demand return of th’ Pearl. What could  
possibly go wrong? 
 

Plague. Bloody awful plague.  
(Not th’ fun pirate kind with rum an’ coin.) 
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 back in this cursed landlocked place. I’m 
not one to complain normally, but a 

Pirate Lord cannot be away from th’ sea for so many 
moons. Might I suggest a negotiation? Magnificent 
treasure, a fortune in gold, for a mere pittance in 
return. Transport an’ lodging near th’ Florida 
coast.  Possibly a small seaworthy vessel? Send  

me word if you’re of an accord.  
 

It’s not so much the destination as it is 
  the journey. Savvy? 

I holed up in a fine 
establishment with some female 
companionship (an’ plenty o’ rum) 
an’ was prepared t’ wait out th’ sickness. Alas, 
there, I was recaptured by an OFWIM scallywag, 
stuffed back in th’ brig an’ when next I saw th’ sun, 
we had left th’ Far East behind. Bugger 

me, I was  

I had arrived an’ begun m’ search of 
th’ east coast of India, attended some 
festivities (possibly uninvited), 
procured some pearls, an’ bargained 
for some silks, when reports of a 
plague out of the Orient reached 
m’ ears. 
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President 
President 

Elect 
Secretary Treasurer 

Member-At-
Large 

Past 
President 

      

Chelsea  
Krause 

Dyan 
Pursell 

Susan  
Watson 

Michael 
Barbour 

Amy 
Ewing 

Karen  
Horodysky 

OFWIM COMMITTEES 

OFWIM OFFICERS 

Communications, 
Membership, & Outreach 

• Julie Defilippi Simpson (Chair) 

• Susan Watson (Vice-Chair) 

• MaryEllen Wickett  

• Chris Gerecke 

• Donald Schrupp 

• Dyanne Cortez 

• Heather Konell 

• Karen Horodysky 

• Jordan Hartman 

• Julie Prior-Magee 

• Mike Bialousz 

• Liz Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference Planning 

• Chelsea Krause (chair) 

• Amy Ewing 

• Andrew Treble 

• Beth Stys 

• Rebecca Scully 

• Brittany Bajo 

• Don Schrupp 

• Dyan Pursell 

• Jordan Hartman 

• Karen Horodysky 

• Keith Hurley 

• Lynn Barrett 

• MaryEllen Wickett 

• Sabra Tonn 

• Susan Watson 

• Michael Barbour 

 

 

 

Elections, Nominations, & 
Awards 

• Jim Husband (Chair) 

• Beth Stys (Vice-Chair) 

• Kyle Kaskie 

• Ross Scott 

• Jessica Perkins 

• Mack Frantz 

• Dyan Pursell 

• Sabra Tonn 

• John Taylor 

 

Training & Education 

• Michael Barbour (Chair) 

• Amy Ewing 

• Keith Hurley 

• Rebecca Scully 

• Ross Scott 
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Where are we from? 

Of the 45 current members, we have 
representation from 21 different states! 


