
Good day, OFWIM Members! 

Spring is supposed to be upon us. 
Here in Missouri, winter is 
fighting to stay around with snow in April. The older I 
get, the less I like cold. After just returning from a few 
days of Florida beaches, I’m ready to become a beach 
bum. I recall some presentations on shorebird projects at 
past conferences.  

Conference planning is going very well. Our 2018 
conference is looking to be another fantastic opportunity 
to share and learn in a great environment. Hood River, 
Oregon November 4-8; be sure to clear your calendar 
and plan on attending. Our Training and Education 
Committee continues to offer many excellent 
opportunities to learn. The Data Standards and 
Technology Trends Committee has put together a great 
resource library. I’m always impressed by our 
newsletter, website and all the great work our 
Communications, Membership & Outreach Committee 
does. With election and awards work, our Elections, 
Nominations and Awards Committee continues to keep 
things moving. A great way to become more involved in 
OFWIM is to join and engage in one of our great 
committees. 

Information we collect and manage has always been 
critical for quality decision making. In Missouri, there has 
been a big emphasis on creating measures and 
dashboards. The question comes to us as information 
managers as to how we can deliver information for these 
measures and dashboards in an effective manner. 
Leadership wants something easy to understand that can 
visually show progress towards our goals. We chose a 
business intelligence tool to help visualize our data. In 
doing so, we discovered the key is effective data 
collection and figuring out how to join your data with 
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other data for even more analysis. We also realized that 
we aren’t doing the best of jobs collecting data in a way 
that can be shared quickly and easily.  So, the challenge is 
finding ways to collect, analyze and share data to be more 
open with the amazing work you are doing. How can we 
do this without taking our focus away from the actual job 
we are trying to measure. 

OFWIM can help. Engaging with the committees, joining 
discussions on GroupSite, and giving and listening to 
presentations at our conference can give insights to 
working more efficiently. Getting the opportunity to see 
what other organizations are doing and sharing your 
successes, challenges, and how you overcome them, will 
help us all become better at what we do. So, join in learn 
and share. 

I encourage everyone to reach out to other OFWIM 
members as well as spread the word about OFWIM and 
encourage them to join and engage. 

Enjoy spring! (As my lawn is now snow covered….) 
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact: 

Becca Scully (USGS/Pacific Northwest Aquatic Monitoring Partnership), rscully@usgs.gov 

Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managers  
Annual Conference & Business Meeting  

November 4th-8th, 2018 - Hood River, Oregon  

Join us in Hood River, Oregon for the 26th Annual Organization of Fish and Wildlife 

Information Managers Conference and Business Meeting.  

The 2018 theme is “Let’s Partner—Moving Forward Together”  

Hood River is located 60 miles from the Portland airport, in the heart of the Columbia 

River Gorge. We are planning a great conference focusing on partnerships and 

managing information across partners and jurisdictions, we will have drone 

demonstrations, visits to salmon habitat restoration projects, and a panel on the local 

2017 Eagle Creek Fire. Additionally, Hood River is a go-to destination for foodies, 

adventurers, history buffs, & adrenaline junkies. It’s brimming with scenic hiking and 

mountain biking trails, fishing, craft breweries, wineries, & farm fresh bounty. 
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FIRST CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
Deadline: August 17, 2018 

Click Here to Submit your Abstract 

Deadline for submission of all papers (with speaker biography) is Friday, August 17, 2018.   

The paper deadline may be extended, but acceptance is on a first-come, first-served basis.   

• GIS tools & Mapping 

• Data Visualizations 

• Partnerships  

• Application Development  

• Tools for implementing partner activities associated with 
State Wildlife Action Plans  

 

• Extreme weather events (e.g. floods, droughts) effect on Fish 
and Wildlife  

• Student Research 

• General Session   

• Special Session on: Open Access Data and Publishing/
Warehouse requirements 

This call is for papers, poster presentations, and panel discussions related to the conference theme “Let’s Partner-
Moving Forward Together” or to fish and wildlife information management in general.   

A limited number of remote access seats will be available, so consider joining us virtually and giving a presentation 
from your office.   

Submit a poster presentation for the “Hacker’s Ball”, an OFWIM tradition that combines the poster session with live 
demonstrations of applications.   

Planned Conference Sessions: 

Submit session topics, suggested panel 
discussion topics, and any questions to: 

Rebecca Scully (USGS/Pacific Northwest 
Aquatic Monitoring Partnership) 

rscully@usgs.gov 

Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managers  
Annual Conference & Business Meeting  

November 4th-8th, 2018 - Hood River, Oregon  

https://www.regonline.com/ofwim18abstracts
https://www.regonline.com/ofwim18abstracts
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The Continuing Adventures of Capt. Jack 

Ahoy, Maties! 

Captain Jack Sparrow here, ye official OFWIM 

GeoCache mascot (“mascot” sounds too much like a 

pet, an’ that ain’t me! I’ll be the GeoCache 

Marauder). I wanted t' update ye on me recent 

adventures, ye pack o’ scurvey dogs, but before that 

I got me one complaint – I seem t' spend more time 

in a box than a French mime. 

That bein' said, I did make it out west in th' past 

year. For a Corsair, I seek water fer makin' me 

escape and findin' booty, and a bucket o' chum. I 

combed maps and saw “river” mentioned many 

times, but when I went t' them, there were bein' ne'er 

water.  I learned the hard way it was the same fate 

of German navy men during World War II POW 

camp. Read their story here: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Papago_Escape 

I did manage t' find a little water in th' White 

Mountains o' Arizona at a wildlife area, but there 

were bein' no way t' make it t' th' sea.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I were bein' thrown in a bag at one point and 

transported t' Lake Tahoe, whar I were bein' 

assured there would be water. Unfortunately, much 

o' it were bein' frozen in somethin' they call snow. I 

made it t' th' pier, but with no boat in sight, I were 

bein' easily captured again.  

When th' weather turned warmer, I were bein' again 

taken from th' desert t' th' “Golden State” whar I 

found a tree big enough t' build an entire ship. 

And hoist the mainsail! They call it th' General 

Sherman. I were bein' without tools or a way t' make 

it t' th' briny deep. I were bein' then excited t' find 

me way t' a vast body o' water, but alas it too were 

bein' landlocked. It were bein' called Shasta Lake.  

ME 

Restin’ me weary bones 

Not The Sea 

What kind 
o’ Devil 
Water be 

this? 

Aarrggh! You’ll ne’er 
be takin’ me alive! 

Make one hell 
o’ a peg leg! 

Aaaaarrrrghh! 
Just aarrghh. 
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The Continuing Adventures of Capt. Jack (continued) 

I wandered far and wide, visitin' Big Bear Lake 

and Fern Canyon, but no route t' th' sea were I be 

seein’. I looked real hard an’ tried everything I 

could think of.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I even went as far as Ottawa, Canada, Takin' a 

moment t' pose in front o' th' parliament buildin'. th' 

river were bein' broadside, but th' ice floats made 

this Corsair think twice about leavin' me warm box 

fer an iceberg. 

I were bein' then taken by box yet again t' 

Chattanooga, Tennessee fer th' 2017 OFWIM 

meetin'. I were bein' boxed up and headed t' areas 

unknown. Fire the cannons! Stay tuned fer photos 

and information from me next adventure. 

Yaaarrrrr! And hoist the mainsail! Until then, yee 

Scallywags, stay out o' Davy Jones’ Locker (and 

me pot o’ rum). 

 

Be sure to join Captain Jack in Oregon in 2018 

for the next OFWIM GeoCache adventure! 

   Will Captain Jack finally find The Sea? 

   Will he find a pot o’ RUM to go with it? 

Tis anyone’s guess, but Dead Men tell no tales so 

if ’n ya need t’know ya better be comin’ t’Oregon.  

Not The Sea 

Curses to ya 
worthless 
wireless 
wench! 

Hey, Siri!  
Whar be the cursedSea? 

Shiver me 
timbers, eh? 

SIRI: I’m sorry, I didn’t understand what you said. 
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OFWIM invites individuals and conservation agencies/
organizations to apply for our annual Innovation Award, 
which recognizes excellence in the advancement of fish 
and wildlife information management technology or 
processes. Nominated projects/applications will be 
evaluated for their technical accomplishment, 
innovation, success in meeting their stated goals, and/or 
success in developing and sustaining a partnership. 

Eligibility for this award is open.  Nominees may be 
individuals or agencies/organizations, but the nominee 
must have retained creative control over any website or 
technical application.  This form may be used to 
nominate the submitter’s work or that of others. 

The winning individual or organization will receive a 1-
year free membership to OFWIM, as well as recognition 
at the 2018 Conference in Oregon, and on the OFWIM 
website. 

Send answers to the questions below (electronic 
submission preferred) to: 

Jeanette Jones 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
P.O. Box 40747 
Nashville, TN  37204 
Jeanette.jones@tn.gov 
 

For additional information, please contact Jeanette Jones 
@ 615-781-6534 or Jeanette.jones@tn.gov.   

For more information about OFWIM and for a link to 
the application form, visit www.ofwim.org. 

NOMINATION DEADLINE:   
September 1, 2018 

The award winner will be announced at the OFWIM 
2018 Annual Conference, Nov 4-8. 

Application Form 

The OFWIM Student Research Scholarship recognizes 
academic and professional excellence among students 
enrolled full-time in fisheries/wildlife-related curricula 
at an accredited college or university, with research or 
study emphasizing wildlife information management 
and/or geographic information systems (GIS).  This 
scholarship supports student research and attendance at 
the OFWIM Conference and Annual meeting in Hood 
River, OR, November 4-8, 2018.  To learn more about 
OFWIM and for a link to the application form, visit 
www.ofwim.org. 

The Award will be made to one graduate student who is 
local to the conference and working towards a graduate 
program, such as a Graduate Certificate Program, 
Master’s degree or PhD.  Membership in OFWIM is not 
required for eligibility. 

The award will be based on quality of the applicant and  
the research project. The award recipient must present a 
formal paper on the research project at the OFWIM 
2018 Conference in Hood River, OR on Nov 4-8, 2018. 
The recipient must also present a formal paper on the 
research project results or significant progress during 
the following year at the OFWIM 2019 Conference 
(date/location TBD). 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:   
August 16, 2018 

The recipient will be eligible for a $500 research 
scholarship awarded at the 2018 conference and a 
second $500 research scholarship awarded at the 2019 
conference. The 1-day 2018 conference registration fee 
will be waived. Up to $1000 travel reimbursement will 
be available for the 2019 conference. 

Application Form 

http://www.ofwim.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/2018-Innovation-Award-Application-for-web.pdf
http://www.ofwim.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/2018-Research-Scholarship-for-web.pdf
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EVALUATING FISH COMMUNITY CHANGES TO STREAM FLOW ALTERATIONS By Emily 
Tracy-Smith, University of Missouri 

Recipient of an OFWIM 2017 Travel Grant Award 

Through a collaborative effort between the University of 
Missouri and the Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC), a five-year study is underway to improve our 
understanding of fish community responses to stream 
flow alterations.  We established a spatial framework 
using existing data for Missouri streams and developed 
flow alteration metrics to understand how flow 
alterations affect riverine systems and their biota.  
Alteration metrics include basic attributes of 
impoundments (reservoir area, maximum storage) and 
metrics for the hydrologic effect of withdrawals, using 
their natural surrogate, losing streams. Working 
downstream from each headwater segment, we used 
RivEX software to accumulate values of these metrics 
for every stream segment within the Missouri stream 
network. Accumulated values of impoundment and 
withdrawal metrics were applied for every fish 
community-sampling site of the MDC Resource 
Assessment and Monitoring (RAM) Program and for 
every stream gauge site. 

A key to ecologically informed water management is to 
understand the dynamic ecological responses to changes 
in river flow regimes. A limitation to developing these 
quantitative relationships is the lack of stream flow data.  
The Missouri Department of Conservation has 
developed a preliminary method using available data and 
reference (least disturbed) flow duration curve 
percentiles to estimate mean annual flow for stream 
segments. Flow estimates for individual stream segments 
are derived from drainage-area based regression 
equations for the group and adjusted for the effects of 
springflow, and losing streams (a stream or reach of 
stream in which water flows from the streambed into 
the ground-water system).  

The resulting datasets will help to evaluate differences in 
fish communities as a function of flow alteration and 
assist MDC in the determination of the flows needed in 
water management decisions and development of flow 
recommendations.  

 

 

Contact tracysmithe@missouri.edu for further 
information on this project or data sources. 

Spatial data relevant to ecological flows for Missouri streams 
including 1,855 fish community sites; 431 stream gauges; 
5,517 dams; 4,456 springs; and 4,591 losing stream 
segments. 

 

Preliminary Flow Duration Curve Groups (Non-Karst) for 
Missouri Streams 
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OFWIM MEMBERS 

Individual contact information is available in the Member Profiles Section at ofwim.groupsite.com 

Alabama Natural Heritage Program 
Michael Barbour 

Arizona Game & Fish Department 
Jami Kuzek, Julie Mikolajczyk, Frances Peck, Austin Smith, 
Sabra Tonn 

Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program  
Alex DiJohnson, Heather Konell, Joseph Myers, Jennifer Ni, 
Sarah Rains, Julie Defilippi Simpson, Geoff White, Coleby 
Wilt 

Center for Conservation Biology, Williamsburg  
Marie Pitts 

Colorado Division of Wildlife  
Don Schrupp (retired) 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 
Tyler Kidd 

Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc. 
Michael Bialousz 

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Emma LeClerc, Kristin Rogers, Beth Stys 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Matt Burlingame 

Indiana Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Karl Eliason 

Kansas Department of Wildlife Parks & Tourism 
Susan Steffen 

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
Jason Czapiga, Shawn Haskell, Donald Katnik, Amy Meehan, 
MaryEllen Rainey Wickett 

Maine Natural Areas Program 
Lisa St. Hilaire 

Missouri Department of Conservation 
Tim Bixler, Chris Cloyd, Douglas Fees, Julie Fleming, Joe 
Kirby, Alex Prentice, Dyan Pursell, Mark Roberts, Joel 
Sartwell, Craig Scroggins, Tony Spicci, Alicia Struckhoff 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 
Powell Wheeler 

Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
Keith Hurley 

New Mexico Department of Game & Fish 
John Bulger, Eric Frey, Chuck Hayes, Leland Pierce, Virginia 
Seamster, Reuben Teran, Lance Tyson 

New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
Greg Kozlowski 

Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 
Stan Allen, Michael Banach, Van Hare, Bill Kinney, Chris 
Wheaton, Greg Wilke 

South Dakota Game, Fish, & Parks 
John Broecher, Chelsea Krause 

Tennessee Aquarium Conservation Institute 
George Gavrielides, Sarah Sweat 

Tennessee Technological University 
Isabel Papraniku 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
Lynn Barrett, Jeanette Jones, James Kelly, Susan Lanier, 
Brandon Simcox 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
Dyanne Cortez, Jon Purvis, John Taylor 

The Timmons Group 
Lowell Ballard, Chris Gerecke, Stephanie Giovannetti, Kevin 
Gooss, Nathan Tate, Maha Thulasi, Vish Uma 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Jason Duke, Julie Stahli 

U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Bayer, Sheryn Olson, Julie Prior-Magee, Rebecca 
Scully, Annie Simpson 

University of Missouri-Columbia 
Kayla Key, Lauren Toivonen, Emily Tracy-Smith 

Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries  
Amy Ewing,  Karen Horodysky, Jim Husband, Jay 
Kapalczynski, Lenee Pennington, Susan Watson 

Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 
William Falling 
 

http://ofwim.groupsite.com
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OFWIM MEMBERS 

DID YOU KNOW?  

OFWIM memberships can now be paid ONLINE (with PayPal) - request a link to access your 
membership record to update information or renew. Contact MaryEllen Wickett at 207-941-4488, 
maryellen.wickett@maine.org if you have any problems. You can also still do snail mail check/forms 
from the Membership page on our website. 
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Communications, 
Membership, & Outreach 

• Julie Defilippi Simpson (Chair) 
• MaryEllen Wickett (Vice-Chair) 

• Michael Bialousz 
• Dyanne Cortez 

• Chris Gerecke 
• Don Katnik 
• Kayla Key 

• Isabel Papraniku 
• Marie Pitts 

• Julie Prior-Magee 
• Don Schrupp 

 

Conference Planning 

• Rebecca Scully (Chair) 
• Lynn Barrett 

• Karen Horodysky 
• Keith Hurley 
• Jeanette Jones 

• Joe Kirby 
• Julie Prior-Magee 

• Dyan Pursell 
• Tracy Smith 
• Beth Stys 

• Susan Watson 
• MaryEllen Wickett 

 

 

 

Data Standards & 
Technology Trends 

• Kristin Rogers (Chair) 
• Rebecca Scully (Vice-Chair) 

• Michael Barbour 
• John Broecher 

• Jason Bulluck 
• Matt Burlingame 
• Julie Defilippi Simpson 

• Eric Edgley 
• Karl Eliason 

• Amy Ewing 
• CarolAnn Feehan 
• Julie Fleming 

• Karen Horodysky 
• Kirk Keller 

• Joe Kirby 
• Jeff Kopaska 
• Tyler Kydd 

• Chris Lauzon 
• Philip Marley 

• Shalia McDougal 
• Elaine Nakash 
• Joel Sartwell 

• Don Schrupp 
• Matt Taraldsen 

• John Taylor 
• Emily Tracy-Smith 
• Powell Wheeler 

• Ryan Wortmann 
 

 Elections, Nominations, & 
Awards 

• Jeanette Jones (Chair) 
• Beth Stys (Vice-Chair) 

• Jim Husband 
• Chelsea Krause 

• Kristin Rogers 
• Austin Smith 
• John Taylor 

• Sabra Tonn 

 

Training & Education 

• Michael Barbour (Chair) 
• Amy Ewing 

• Dyan Pursell 
• Virginia Seamster 

• Susan Steffen 

OFWIM OFFICERS 

President President 
Elect 

Secretary Treasurer Member-At-
Large 

Past 
President 

  

    

Joe 
Kirby 

Rebecca 
Scully 

MaryEllen 
Wickett 

Michael 
Barbour 

Karen 
Horodysky 

Jeanette 
Jones 

OFWIM COMMITTEES 


