
Greetings and happy Spring, OFWIM members! 

Here in mid-Tennessee we have been experiencing a 
rollercoaster of winter-spring-winter-spring conditions 
all winter. The first week of spring has brought us more 
of the same. I hope everyone gets to enjoy spring-like 
temperatures before summer hits us full on.   

Why do you join OFWIM? Is it to be a part of a 
professional organization? To attend the annual 
conference once a year? To present or listen to the latest 
research going on in our field? To read the newsletter for 
helpful tips and tricks? To share in the latest technology 
at the Hackerõs Ball? Or to reconnect with friends and 
network with fellow colleagues in the same discipline?  
All of the above? Another way to continue networking 
with fellow members outside of the conference is 
through Groupsite, which serves as a discussion forum, a 
place to pose questions, and for posting announcements.   

Joining a committee is another great way to stay 
connected. Our OFWIM committees have been very 
active since the first of the year keeping OFWIM going 
strong. The Committee Chairs are listed in this 
newsletter and each committeeõs goals and objectives are 
listed on the OFWIM website. I encourage anyone that 
wants to become more involved with OFWIM to contact 
the Chair and let them know you want to participate.   

The Elections, Nominations and Awards (ENA) 
Committee is developing a slate of nominees for the 
upcoming election. If you or someone you know might 
be interested in serving as President-elect, Secretary, or 
Member-at-Large, please contact Jim Husband, the ENA 
Chair. Applications for Student Scholarship and the 
Innovation Award are included in this newsletter. Pass 
this on to anyone you know that might be interested in 
applying. 

r Mid -Year Spring Issue! r Presidentės Message 

Jeanette Jones 

Communications Membership and Outreach has been 
working on an online form for membership dues 
payment. Look for news in the near future about that. 

Training and Education Committee and Data Standards 
and Technology Trends Committee assisted with the 
OFWIM/Qualtrics webinar last month. Qualtrics 
followed up the webinar with a video demo that was 
more informative. Find the link in the Groupsite 
discussion. Please feel free to pass on information of 
webinars that you know of that might be of interest and 
post to Groupsite. 

Conference planning has been hard at work putting 
together plans for the conference this October in 
Chattanooga, TN. So mark your calendars for Oct 1ð 5.  
A memorable highlight this year will be the banquet at 
the Tennessee Aquarium. More conference info will be 
coming soon.  Tell others about the conference.  Tell 
others about OFWIM!    

In closing, let me encourage you to renew your 
membership dues and to encourage coworkers and 
colleagues to join as well.  Keep spreading the word 
about OFWIM! 

Enjoy your spring!  
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Student Research Scholarship Award for 
Local Students 

Purpose: The Organization of Fish and Wildlife 
Information Managers (OFWIM) Student Research 
Scholarship recognizes academic and professional 
excellence among students enrolled full-time in fisheries 
and wildlife-related curricula at an accredited college or 
university, with research or studies emphasizing wildlife 
information management and/or geographic 
information systems (GIS).  This scholarship award 
supports student research as well as attendance at the 
OFWIM Conference and Annual meeting.  To learn 
more about OFWIM, visit the web site (http://
www.ofwim.org). 

Criteria:  

1. The Award will be made to one graduate student who 
is local to the conference and working towards a 
graduate program, such as a Graduate Certificate 
Program, Masterõs degree or PhD.  Membership in 
OFWIM is not required for eligibility. 

2. The Elections, Nominations, and Awards Committee 
will award the scholarship based on the following 
criteria:  

Quality of Applicant 

¶ Academic background suitable for project 

¶ Academic opportunities the student has engaged 

¶ Motivation: sincere curiosity and interest in 
topic or research experience 

¶ Faculty advisorõs assessment of the studentõs 
performance and potential 

¶ Has promise of future professional involvement 
and significant contribution toward the field of 
fish and wildlife-related information 
management or technology 

Quality of Research Project 

¶ Studentõs level of participation in the research 

¶ Studentõs effort, commitment, and enthusiasm 
for the project 

¶ Project contains significant elements of 
advancement of fish and wildlife information 
management processes, or introduces new 
technology for such, or new uses of existing 
technology. 

¶ Project may be part of an ongoing thesis/
dissertation, but student must be able to 
demonstrate significant progress of the project 
during the year the scholarship is in effect, if 
awarded. 

3. The award recipient must present a formal paper on 
the research project prospectus during the OFWIM 
2017 Conference and Annual Meeting in Chattanooga, 
TN October 1ð5, 2017.    

4. The recipient must also present a formal paper on the 
research project results or significant progress during 
the following yearõs OFWIM 2018 Conference and 
Annual Meeting to be held in Portland, Oregon 
(tentative). 

Application Procedure: 

Any qualified student may apply for the scholarship by 
completing the Student Application Form, Part I 
(attached).  The student's faculty advisor must verify the 
accuracy of all information provided in Part I.  In 
addition, the faculty advisor must complete and sign 
Part II of the application.  

The completed and signed application form (Parts I and 
II) must be received by the Committee Chair on or 
before the deadline ð July 31, 2017.  

The scholarship will be available on an annual basis. 

Scholarship Award: 

The successful recipient of the scholarship will be 
eligible for a $1000 scholarship toward the research 
project, awarded as 2 - $500 awards, the first to be 
presented at the 2016 Conference, and the second upon 
completion of the project at the 2017 Conference. 

In addition, the recipient will be awarded a waived 
registration fee for a 1-day conference registration the 
first year, and up to $1000 conference travel 
reimbursement to the full conference the second year. 



OFWIM NEWS  M ARCH  2017 PAGE  3 

L OCAL  STUDENT  R ESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATION  FORM  

The Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managers (OFWIM) Student Research Scholarship program 
recognizes academic and professional excellence among students enrolled in fisheries and wildlife-related curricula at 
an accredited college or university, with research or studies emphasizing wildlife information management and/or 
GIS. 

Send either (1) one digital copy (Parts I and II) to: 

 Beth Stys, OFWIM Elections, Nominations, and Awards Committee 
 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
 620 South Meridian Street 
 Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
 beth.stys@myfwc.com 

For additional information, contact Beth Stys at the above e-mail address.  

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  July 31, 2017.  (The recipient will be notified by August 31, 2017.) 

Part I. To be completed by the applicant. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________  

Phone:______________________________________________________________________________  

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________  

Current College/University: ___________________________________________________________  

Major: ______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Undergraduate/Graduate History 

Level: (B.A./B.S., 
M.S., Ph.D.) 

Year  
Started 

Year  
Completed 

Year Degree 
Awarded G.P.A. Major 
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Part I. Continued. 

1. Describe your career goals and knowledge of information management and/or GIS as related to 
aquatic- or wildlife -related sciences. Include any leadership qualities and professional activities 
you have had in your field of study (e.g., presentations, publications, memberships, symposia, 
awards, etc.), if applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Provide the title and a brief abstract of the research paper you would present at the OFWIM 
Conferences, if selected for this scholarship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Attach copy of transcript from your current institution of higher learning (does not have to be an 
official copy).  

 

Applicant Signature:_______________________________________Date:________________________ 

Noteñthe information contained in Part I must be verified and signed by the Faculty Advisor. 

 

Faculty Advisor Signature:__________________________________Date:________________________ 
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Part II. To be completed by the applicantõs faculty advisor. 

Applicantõs Name: ____________________________________________________________________  

Advisorõs Name: ______________________________________________________________________  

Advisorõs Phone: _____________________________________________________________________  

Advisorõs Email: ______________________________________________________________________  

1. How long have you know the applicant?  

 

2. What leadership traits has the applicant demonstrated in the aquaticð or wildlife -related 
sciences? Do you see future potential in this applicant with regard to participation in 
professional organizations such as OFWIM?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faculty Advisor Signature:__________________________________Date:________________________ 
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Google Earth has a time-slider function that allows you 
to view historical imagery, but is there a way to view 
that imagery in ArcGIS with your other data layers?  You 
could convert all your data to KML, but then you 
wouldnõt have the analysis power of GIS. So, how do 
you get the historical image into ArcGIS? 

First the Google Earth Steps: 

1. Open Google Earth and navigate to the view extent 
for your project area. 

2. In the Layers panel, turn everything off. 

3. Go to Tools - > Options, and change the òShow 
Lat/Longó option to òDecimal Degreesó 

4. Press òró on your keyboard; this will reset the view 
angle to be òtop downó and rotates the map so that it 
is ònorth upó 

5. Press F11 to make your map go full screen. 

6. Click on the òadd placemarkó button     

7. Move the icon from the middle of the screen to the 
top left corner of the map. 

8. Rename the icon òTop-leftó 

9. Click the button to change the icon. 

10. Choose this icon 

11. Jot down (or copy and paste) the latitude and 
longitude coordinates to use later. 

12. Repeat the process to add icons for  òTop-rightó, 
òBottom-leftó, and òBottom-rightó 

13. Once you have all four corners marked, labeled, and 
the coordinates copied down go to  File -> Save -> 
Save Image and save your file. 

Now the ArcGIS steps: 

1. Open ArcGIS. 

2. Go to View -> Data Frame Properties and select the 
Coordinate System Tab. 

3. Choose Predefined -> Geographic Coordinate 
Systems -> World -> WGS 1984. 

4. Go to Customize -> Toolbars -> Georeferencing. 

5. Add the image file from Google to ArcGIS.  If it 
prompts to build pyramids, click OK; also click OK 
if you get a warning about spatial reference. 

6. Zoom into the top left corner of your satellite 
image. 

7. From the georeferencing toolbar, click the òadd 
control pointsó button. 

8. Hover over the exact center of the top left icon you 
created, and LEFT click once. 

9. RIGHT click once and click on òInput X and Yéó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Add the correct coordinates for your Top-left 
control point  ***REMEMBER:  òXó is Longitude 
and in the NW hemisphere of the world it is a 
negative number and òYó is Latitude*** 

11. Repeat the process for the remaining 3 control 
points.  If the map has disappeared from your view 

(Continued on page 8) 

 


