
Hello OFWIM members, friends, and fellow data 
junkies. I hope you are enjoying spring and all the fun 
that comes with it. It’s hard to believe that in just four 
months we will be gathering again for OFWIM 2016. 
Preparations are well underway for the conference; the 
call for papers is out and this newsletter includes costs, 
schedules, and registration information. That also means 
that it’s time to work on promoting our organization and 
spreading the OFWIM word.  So who are we and what 
do we do? 

Many of us have unique positions that bridge disciplines  
like IT, biology, research and statistics, education....       
I could go on. Most organizations that work with natural 
resources have a few (not many!) of us. So how do you 
describe what you do for a living?  I have never been a fan 
of my job title, “Database Manager.” My responsibilities 
and skills place me far from a DBA. I like that OFWIM’s 
founders described themselves as Information Managers.  
However, while I can understand the differences 
between an Information Manager and a DBA, or 
programmer, or statistician, I have never been very adept 
at putting it into words.   

I recently attended a developer’s conference and saw 
Drew Conway’s Venn diagram of a data scientist.  I 
realized that, with a few tweaks, it does a great job of 
showing just what natural resource information 
management is and where our membership comes from.  
So I present my Information Management Venn diagram. 

A key piece for me is the need for substantive 
experience. The difference between an Information 
Manager and a DBA is that, besides managing, storing, 
and protecting data, an Information Manager adds 
context, meaning, and understanding. That is difficult to 
do without experience or expertise. It is highlighted by 
the fact that the OFWIM membership is largely made up 
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of professionals who are beyond their initial, entry-level 
jobs in the natural resource field. 

Where do you fall in the circles?  I suspect you have your 
feet in at least two and I hope that OFWIM can help pull 
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The HTML code below will display a search text box. 
When you type a text string into the box and click the 
“Search” button, it will launch Google and search for that 
text string on a specific web site (in this case, 

www.ofwim.org). You can copy and paste this HTML 
code into any existing web page or open it from your 
browser on its own. 

Feature Article 
OFWIM-Specific Web Searching 

Contributed by Kirk Keller, Missouri Department of ConservationContributed by Kirk Keller, Missouri Department of Conservation   

you into the third – and into the full Information 
Management world.  I also hope that maybe this 
visualization will help you explain to others just who 
makes up OFWIM and how Information Managers fit 
into the job description universe. 

Please take a few minutes to think about who else in 
your organization fits into this diagram. Make them 
aware of OFWIM and invite them to join us this fall.  
Until then, my wish for you is fair weather, good health, 
and great times spent with your family and friends. 

(President’s Message, continued from page 1) 
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Exploring the cloud for IT solutions 

In the 1980s and 90s, researchers not only had to collect 
and analyze data, but often had to maintain the 
computers and software used to do both. The turn of the 
century saw the growth of internal IT units charged with 
the task of budgeting, procuring, deploying and 
maintaining much of the technology used in the 
collection and analysis of research data. In recent years, a 
new alternative to the internal IT support units has 
appeared with the growth of cloud-based IT solutions. 
These solutions are often run within a standard web 
browser with the data and solution hosted at a vendor’s 
data center. While there are advantages to using the 
cloud, the cloud introduces new pitfalls as well. 
However, with proper planning, it’s possible to properly 
evaluate the possible use of a cloud service and ensure 
that whatever cloud service you do use will provide you 
the value you seek. 

What is the cloud? 

Before talking about potential issues with cloud services, 
let’s consider what a cloud service is. In general, cloud 
offerings fall into two categories; software as a service 
and platform as a service.  

Software as a service (SaaS) 

Some offerings provide you with a ready-made 
application that you can access and use via a common 
web browser. These are called software as a service or 
SaaS. The advantage of these applications is that you can 
access them and use them from any computer with a 
web browser (often even your smartphone or handheld 
device). Because the source code for the application is 
located in one central server environment, updates and 
enhancements to the software can be done on a monthly, 
weekly, or even daily basis – providing you with better 
software without the hassle of having to upgrade. 

While many types of software used today are installed 
on local computers or servers (what’s called ‘on-
premise’), leading IT consultant groups such as IDC 
predict that over the next 2 years new applications being 

developed are about 6 times more likely to be designed 
as software as a service.  

Platform as a service (PaaS) 

Other offerings provide you with a ready-made 
development environment within which you can develop 
your own applications. The advantage of this approach is 
that you get the flexibility of creating your own custom 
application without the worry of having to support the 
infrastructure behind it. 

Some PaaS such as Amazon’s Web Service (AWS) 
simply provide you with space within which you can 
work. Amazon has several services ranging from a ready-
made server or server and application environment to 
database servers to simple file storage. In the same way 
you could build an on-premise system, install an 
operating system, database, and application development 
environment, you could do the same with a collection of 
AWS services. 

Salesforce is a PaaS that goes a step further. Their PaaS 
take care of all security infrastructure you need to 
protect sensitive data and access to it. They then provide 
you with an environment in which you can easily build 
your data structure and applications to collect data and 
analyze it. If your work is in human dimensions or in 
support of a larger organization’s marketing or 
communication efforts, Salesforce provides an 
environment that allows you to easily integrate 
marketing data with research efforts so that the daily 
work of the organization can provide valuable research 
data. 

When to use the cloud 

Of course, the challenge in research is that IT solutions 
are leveraged in three main functional areas: Data 
Collection; Data Analysis; and Data Storage, Archive, 
and Retrieval. Using the cloud may be less feasible in 
some of these functional areas than others. 

 

  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Contributed by Kirk Keller, Missouri Department of ConservationContributed by Kirk Keller, Missouri Department of Conservation   
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Planning for cloud use 

When planning to use SaaS or PaaS, there are new issues 
to consider that you may have taken for granted when 
your internal IT unit supported your solutions. The 
OFWIM Data Standards and Technology Trends 
Committee is currently working on a resource to help 
you navigate through these issues. A short list of these 
issues, however, include: 

 Disaster recovery and business continuity: Does the 
cloud vendor have a physically separate data center 
into which your data is replicated? How often does 
this occur? If disaster hit the main data center, how 
much of your data would be lost and how long 
would it take before you could access your saved 
data? 

 

 

 Service Level Agreements: How quickly will your 
cloud vendor respond to an issue you have in getting 
to your data? Are there any guarantees on when 
your cloud service is available? 

 Does your cloud service have any special agreements 
with the Internet2 Community that would ensure 
that you have speedy Internet access to your data? 

Taking the time to properly evaluate cloud solutions and 
their possible issues allows you the opportunity to 
carefully consider when and how cloud IT solutions can 
play a supporting role in your research. 

(What is ‘The Cloud?” continued from page 3) 

Functional Area Advantage of SaaS / PaaS 

Collection Unless you’re collecting data in human dimensions or are leveraging existing data sets, IT 
solutions will continue to be deployed on portable or handheld devices. 

With limited network connectivity in the field, PaaS or SaaS will have limited use. 

Using handheld devices will, however, begin to show difficulties in use. Advanced mapping 
techniques on a handheld device, may require periodic synching to larger geospatial datasets. 
This will prove a challenge to relatively limited storage capacity and computational capability of 
handhelds. 

Analysis Usually, analysis of data requires significant computational capacity, and access to additional 
reference datasets. Collaborative research may require common access to systems that SaaS and 
PaaS 

Storage, Archive, 
and Retrieval 

The advantage of the cloud for storage is that the cost per unit of storage is likely cheaper over 
the long term. Some long-term archive solutions (such as Amazon’s Glacier cloud storage) may 
include costs to access data that you have to keep in mind. 
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by Julie Defilippi 

 

 

 

In previous articles, we learned the basic SQL SELECT 
statement and expanded it to include the powerful 
WHERE clause. At the end of second article we had 
written a statement that retrieved the Permit ID for crab 
permits that were issued after January 1, 2014 or before 
June 30, 2013. 

Now we want to look at a different table that has the 
landings from our anglers. Let’s start out by writing a 
statement that will pull the tautog landings in Maryland 
in 2015. The statement is going to look like this: 

Hint: Remember that you can use * as a wildcard to select all 
columns without typing them out. 

While this statement is going to give us the data we 
asked for, there are going to be so many rows of data in 
our results it won’t really be useful. The information 
that we really want is going to require the use of 
aggregate functions in our SELECT clause. Aggregate 
functions return a result that is based on a group of 
rows. The basic aggregate functions include SUM, AVG, 
MAX, MIN, and COUNT, but there are more powerful  
ones such as VARIANCE, RANK, PERCENTILE, 
STATS_F_TEST, and STATS_ONE_WAY_ANOVA. 

We can edit our original statement to return the total 
pounds like this: 

Hint: Note that SUM(pounds) is followed by AS total_pounds. 
In the results set, the column will have a heading of 
total_pounds. This is called a column alias. It can also be 
written: SUM(pounds) total_pounds or SUM(pounds) AS “Total 
Pounds” if we want a space. 

Total pounds is nice, but now we have less information 
than we really want. A good level of granularity might 
be to determine how many pounds of tautog each MD 
angler caught in 2015. In order to add the angler_id 
column to the SELECT clause with our aggregate 
function, we will also have to include the GROUP BY 
clause. The GROUP BY clause indicates the column(s) 
by which you want the aggregate function to group the 
rows and comes after the WHERE clause. Now our 
statement looks like this: 
 
 
 
 

SELECT permit_ID 
   FROM angler_permits 
WHERE (issue date > ‘01-JAN-2014’  
 OR issue_date < ‘30-JUN-2013’ 
 AND permit_type = ‘CRAB’; 

SELECT * 
   FROM angler_landings 
WHERE year_landed = ‘2015’  
 AND state_postal = ‘MD’ 
 AND common_name = ‘TAUTOG’; 

SELECT SUM(pounds) AS total_pounds 
   FROM angler_landings 
WHERE year_landed = ‘2015’  
 AND state_postal = ‘MD’ 
 AND common_name = ‘TAUTOG’; 

ANGLER_LANDINGS 

Permit_ID 
Angler_ID 
Year_Landed 
Month_Landed 
Day_Landed 
State_Postal 
Gear_Name 
Common_Name 
Pounds 

This table is for example 
purposes. In a real database, 
we would have codes for 
items like species, gear, etc. 
and we would have lookup 
tables to which we could 
join to pull the names. Stay 
tuned for a future discussion 
on joins! 

For the exciting conclusion,  
continue to Page 8 
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We can now expand this statement to include more 
columns and aggregate functions. Let’s say we also want 
to know how many trips made up those total pounds and 
also break down the results by gear. That statement 
would look like this: 

Hints: Count (*) will return the record count. You can also 
COUNT(column_name). Note that the count has been given 
the alias trips. Gear_name was added to both the SELECT and 
GROUP BY clauses. 
 
Aggregate functions can also be nested. Let’s find out 
the average of the best trip, maximum pounds, of all of 
the fishermen. We are going to put columns in the 
GROUP BY statement that do not appear in the 
SELECT statement. If we write a statement that looks 
like this: 

Hint: SUM(pounds) evaluates first based on the group defined 
by our GROUP BY clause and aggregates the results again to 
find the average. 

 
The results of our aggregate function queries can be 
further refined with the addition of the HAVING clause. 
The HAVING clause syntactically comes after the 
GROUP BY clause and allows for the refinement of the 
results by evaluating the results of the aggregate 
functions. If we wanted to know the average number of 
trips taken by only the most active fishermen, we would 
start out by using a statement similar to our most recent 
statement. To find the average number of trips 
fishermen took the statement would look like: 

This statement is evaluating the number of trips taken by 
each angler and then returning the average of those total 
trips. The problem is we wanted the average of trips 
taken by the most active fishermen. If we set our 
threshold for active at 15 trips, then we can rewrite the 
statement to include that using the HAVING clause. The 
statement now looks like this:  

Note that I have use the COUNT (*) statement in the 
HAVING clause. This new statement is now evaluating 
the number of trips of taken by each angler and then 
returning the average of only those counts which are 
greater than 15.  
 
The use of aggregate functions, GROUP BY, and 
HAVING have added even more power to our SELECT 
statements.  

(Introduction to SQL Part 3, continued from page 9) 

SELECT angler_ID,  
      SUM(pounds) AS total_pounds 
   FROM angler_landings 
WHERE year_landed = ‘2015’  
 AND state_postal = ‘MD’ 
 AND common_name = ‘TAUTOG’ 
GROUP BY angler_ID; 

SELECT angler_ID,  
      gear_name,  
      SUM(pounds) AS total_pounds,  
      COUNT (*) AS trips 
   FROM angler_landings 
WHERE year_landed = ‘2015’  
 AND state_postal = ‘MD’ 
 AND common_name = ‘TAUTOG’ 
GROUP BY angler_ID, gear_name; 

SELECT AVG(SUM(pounds)) AS  
      “Average Best Trip” 
   FROM angler_landings 
WHERE year_landed = ‘2015’  
 AND state_postal = ‘MD’ 
 AND common_name = ‘TAUTOG’ 
GROUP BY angler_ID; 

SELECT AVG(COUNT(*)) AS “Average Trips” 
   FROM angler_landings 
WHERE year_landed = ‘2015’  
 AND state_postal = ‘MD’ 
 AND common_name = ‘TAUTOG’ 
GROUP BY angler_ID; 

SELECT AVG(COUNT(*)) AS “Average Trips” 
   FROM angler_landings 
WHERE year_landed = ‘2015’  
 AND state_postal = ‘MD’ 
 AND common_name = ‘TAUTOG’ 
GROUP BY angler_ID 
HAVING COUNT(*)>15; 
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Whilst I had absentened 
m’self  from ye grand 
gatherin’ in Virginia 
Colony, I took m’self to a 
grand placed called 
Tortuga.  I gambled ‘n 
drank ‘n had all sorts o’ 
piratin’ fun wit’ th’ 
ladies ‘n their treasure 
chests.  But do ye be 
knowin’ what happens 
when you have too much 
piratin’ fun?  Ye wake 
up face down in th’ filth 
o’ th’ street without ye 
clothes ‘n ye effects  be 
forever lost.  That’s 
what.  I managed to 
parlay me way into 
another game o’ chance 
‘n was able to requip 
m’self with new effects. I 
be back now whar I 
belong, tho a wee bit 
disheveled.  I solemnly 
vow to never be off goin’ 
rogue again.  It’s just not 
worth it, mates. 

Since I be returned to th’ 
presence o’ th’ Tennessee 
lady, I be findin’ several 
spots o’ interest.  Th’ lady 
‘n her matey took me 
travelin’ to Chattanooga 
whar I heard them 
blabberin’ ‘bout havin’ 
ye lot comin’ in fer 
another gatherin’ o’ some 
sort.  Arggh!  Don’t ye lot 
e’er do anything’ else?  

We ate some ribs and 
drank some grog at a 
joint called Sticky 
Fingers.  Come see fer 
yourself.   

Then th’ matey took me 
to a place called 
Chickamauga whar a 
great battle in th’ not-so 
Civil War was waged. 

Back in th’ heart o’ 
Tennessee th’ lady took 
me to spy wit’ me eye 
whar th’ locals pick 
sweet red strawberries.   

Then she took me to th’ 
very center o’ her 
homeland to spy a stone 
monument.   

And after that we was 
off to another place o’ 
battle.  What be it wit’ 
these people ‘n their 
battle sites?  Ain’t no 
treasure 
there—
or grog!  
Just old 
bones. 

 

 

 

 

The Continuing Adventures of Captain Jack Sparrow 

When last we heard from Captain Jack, he had taken himself on a rogue adventure to avoid 
Virginia where piracy is not a good occupation if one likes one’s head to stay where it is.  Now, in 
Jack’s own words, the rest of the story… 
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I wrote me moniker in a 
wee book at this Stones 
River battle site.  I heard 
the lady palavering 
‘bout a geocache or some 
such as that, which I 
later understood was not 
unlike a treasure hunt 
only w’out any gold or 
grog—so basically just a 
lot 0’ walkin’ fer nothin’. 

She also put me in front 

o’ a cannon ‘n warned 
me not to be goin’ rogue 
again.  I got the point. 

Now th’ lady is sendin’ 
me to Arizona whar on 
me honor I’ll be a good 

mate.  Heard they make 
grog outta somethin’ 
called “cactus” thar 
anyways. 

Until next time, then, be 
keepin’ yer powder dry, 
yer grog wet, yer lines 
tight an’ yer sails full. 

The Continuing Adventures of Captain Jack Sparrow 

Continued... 

The Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managers (OFWIM) invites 
individuals and conservation agencies/organizations to apply for the OFWIM 
Innovation Award.  The purpose of this award is to recognize excellence in the 
advancement of fish and wildlife information management technology or processes. 

Nominated projects/applications will be evaluated for their technical 
accomplishment, innovation, success in meeting their stated goals, and/or success in 
developing and sustaining a partnership. 

Eligibility for this award is open.  Nominees may be individuals or agencies/organizations, but the nominee must have 
retained creative control over any website or technical application.  This form may be used to nominate the 
submitter’s work or that of others. The winning individual or organization will receive a 1-year free membership to 
OFWIM, as well as recognition at the 2016 Conference in Nebraska, and on the OFWIM website.   

Send the completed nomination form (electronic submission preferred) to: 

James E. Husband, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
7870 Villa Park Dr, Suite 400, Henrico, VA 23228 
jim.husband@dgif.virginia.gov 

For additional information, please contact Jim Husband @ 804-367-8391 or jim.husband@dgif.virginia.gov.   

For more information about OFWIM, visit www.ofwim.org. See application on next page! 
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There are many free utilities, programs, and web 
applications out there that can help us in our daily lives 
and jobs. How does one sort them out and find the 
gems? In every issue of the OFWIM newsletter during 
my term as president, I’m going to show you a free 
application from an eclectic collection that will make 
your life better and make you wonder how you ever 
lived without them. While these software programs are 
completely free to use, many of them also offer paid 
versions or an opportunity to offer donations to the 
developers. While I hope you make use of these 
programs, I have no vested or monetary interest in any 
of them. I do, however, encourage you to support the 
developers of ANY software that you find useful.   

******************************************** 

The gem this month is actually pretty well known and 
I’d be surprised if you haven’t heard of it.  I ignored it 
for a long time.  After all, why would I need a note app?  
I’ve tried bunches and they’ve all been pretty much 
useless.  Then one day I was bored and had some time to 
waste and I checked out Evernote.  While it is a note 
taking app – it is much more.  In addition to notes and 
drawings that you create in Evernote, you can also take 
or import photos, audio clips, pdfs, and pretty much 
anything.  You can organize you notes into notebooks 
and your notebooks into stacks of notebooks – all pretty 
much what you would expect.  Your notebooks are 
stored in Evernote’s cloud so that it’s easily accessible 
for multiple devices.  It is actually the modern day 
reimaging of Microsoft OneNote.  

But there are many, 
many apps that do 
the same thing.  
W h a t  m a k e s 
Evernote such a 
gem; why have I 
finally started using 
a notes app?  Of 
course there are 
android and iOS 
versions, as well as 
web access, and 

Windows desktop apps.  But the beauty of Evernote for 
me is that it’s everywhere I need it. 

Evernote provides a web clipper extension for most 
modern browsers.  This extension puts an Evernote icon 
in your browser that sends a copy of the current 
webpage straight to your Evernote account.  Not a link, 
but an actual copy of the page that you then have access 
to from any device using Evernote.  I use it all the time 
to capture solutions to coding problems I’m working on 
at the office when I’m web surfing at home.  I use it to 
capture interesting recipes I might want to try later.  It 
has so many uses and I have web clipper on all my 
devices (even my Kindle Fire).  Web clipper and the 
wide number of supported devices makes this a gem 
right there.  But as they say, “Wait – there’s more.” 

Evernote integrates into your “Send To” or “Share” 
context menus.  That’s right; any app that offers a Send 
To/Share option can send its material straight into 
Evernote.  I capture white board discussions, 
documents, slides, messages, and all sorts of pieces of 
my digital life directly into my notebooks.  All your 
normal, everyday productivity apps now have a direct 
way to aggregate and save important pieces of 
information from your digital lives.  This lets Evernote 
be everywhere I need my note app to be and is what 
really sets it apart from other alternatives for me. 

Evernote has a bevy of other useful features.  Image 
annotation is available.  Evernote also includes high 
quality search features.  In some cases it is even capable 
of searching within attached documents and your hand- 
written notes.  Evernote also allows you to share 
notebooks among team members and friends.  If you use 
Evernote for collaboration activities, activity tracking, 
commenting, and chatting features are available as well. 

Evernote is a freemium app.  Most all of its functionality 
is available in the free.  If you choose a premium account 
you can increase your data caps, increase searching 
capabilities (inside Microsoft Office documents and PDF 
files!), and download your notebooks for offline access.  
However, I think you’ll find that even the free version of 
Evernote can help you tame the scattered remnants of 
your digital lives. Look for it at any app store or visit 
Evernote.com. 
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OFWIM GroupSite Videos 

With your OFWIM Membership, you have been 
assigned login privileges to the OFWIM GroupSite 
portal [ ofwim.groupsite.com ]. Using the capabilities of 
this collaboration portal you can become more involved 
in OFWIM throughout the year. You can participate in 
OFWIM Committee endeavors, start discussion threads 
on wildlife technology questions of interest to you, and 
become more familiar with projects your OFWIM co-
horts across the States and Canadian Provinces are 
sharing with other OFWIM members. 

To aid in your use of the OFWIM GroupSite portal, 
Danny Lewis (Texas Parks and Wildlife Department) 

created a series of five videos on behalf of the OFWIM 
Training and Education Committee (TEC) that you can 
use to become more familiar with the portals 
capabilities. These videos have been posted to 
ofwim.groupsite.com. By visiting the following URL 
you can access these videos at your convenience. The 
URL to visit is: http://ofwim.groupsite.com/
discussion/topics/694639/messages  

We hope to see you availing yourselves of 
ofwim.groupsite.com in 2016 ! 

 

Contributed by Michael Barbour and Danny LewisContributed by Michael Barbour and Danny Lewis   

GROUPSITE 

VIDEOS 

Confused by GroupSite? 

OFWIM has posted a series of 
“how to” videos to help! 

Of course, you’ll have to 
navigate GroupSite to find 
them but the figure on the 
right should help.  
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OFWIM 2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE & BUSINESS MEETING 

IT’S ALL ABOUT SCALE—INTEGRATION OF NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION 

PONCA STATE PARK, PONCA, NEBRASKA 

OFWIM’s 2016 conference will be in the picturesque Missouri River bluffs in northeastern Nebraska at Ponca State Park, the 
eastern gateway to the 59-mile section of the Missouri National Recreational River. The park is popular for its forested hills, 
scenic vistas and great wildlife watching. Ponca State Park is approximately two hours from Omaha.  
 

REGISTRATION OPENS JUNE 28 at https://www.regonline.com/ofwimNE2016! 

Preliminary Agenda 

Sunday, October 2  

Travel Day Limited transportation will be available to pick up attendees who need a ride from the Omaha Airport to 
Ponca (times will be decided based on flight schedules).  Carpooling is encouraged. 

6:00 pm ExComm and Conference Planning Committee meeting. 

7:00 pm Social Gathering at Bob’s Bar in Martinsburg, NE (bring a large appetite!) 

Monday, October 3  

8:00 am to 11:30 am Welcome/Presentation Session I (morning break provided) 

11:30 am to 1:00 pm Lunch (provided) 

1:00 pm to 4:30 pm Presentation Session II (afternoon break provided) 

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm Hacker’s Ball Poster and Technical Demonstrations (steak fry dinner) 

Tuesday, October 4  

Field Session Missouri River boat trip/educational tour and a tour of Danish Alps State Recreation Area with an over-
view of the Nebraska Game and Parks New Reservoir and Aquatic Habitat Programs (lunch provided) 

6:00 pm Dinner (provided) 

8:00 pm Hospitality Room open (snacks provided, BYOB) 

Wednesday, October 5  

8:00 am to 12:00 pm Presentation Session III (morning break provided) 

12:00 pm to 2:00 pm OFWIM Business Meeting & Lunch 

2:00 pm to 4:30 pm Presentation Session IV (afternoon break provided) 

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm Banquet/Social 

Thursday, October 5 

8:00 am to 12:00 pm Workshop – “Creating production quality graphics and charts with R” with Chris Chizinski – University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln 

Afternoon Shuttle back to Omaha, stop for lunch on the way. Limited transportation will be available to transport 
participants from Ponca back to Omaha.  Carpooling is encouraged.  

Evening Optional dinner on the town 

Pre-Meeting Webinars (attendance recommended; recordings will be available) 

August R - installation of R and other tools 

September Introduction to R 

https://www.regonline.com/ofwimNE2016
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OFWIM 2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE & BUSINESS MEETING 

IT’S ALL ABOUT SCALE—INTEGRATION OF NATURAL RESOURCE INFORMATION 

PONCA STATE PARK, PONCA, NEBRASKA 

Guide to Conference Expenses 

REGISTRATION 
Early member (registering by 8/31):  $350  Regular member (registering after 8/31):  $400 
Early non-member (registering by 8/31):  $425  Regular non-member (registering after 8/31):  $525 
Student Registration:  $175    Retired Professional Registration:  $175 
One day registration:  $125    Remote access registration (limit of 19):  $100 

LODGING  
$49.50 per bedroom/per night + taxes and fees 
Mini-lodges at Ponca State Park, http://outdoornebraska.gov/ponca/.   Each mini-lodge has four bedrooms, two full 
baths, spacious kitchen, living room, patio, big screen TV, cable, wireless internet, wood fireplace and gas grill.  Each 
bedroom has a sink and mirror.  Bedding, towels, cooking utensils, dishes and tableware are provided.  All mini-lodges 
are within walking distance to the Resource and Education Center and connected by a cement hiking trail.  Make 
reservations through the park (Lori Curry, 402-755-2284).  Accommodations can be made to book individuals into the 
same mini-lodge if requested and reservations are made at the same time.  Otherwise attendee(s) will be grouped into 
mini-lodges, separated by gender, in order of reservations to minimize unused room. 

MEALS 
All meals, except breakfast will be provided from Monday lunch through Wednesday dinner.  A heavy morning break 
table will be available Monday through Thursday.  As there are no nearby restaurants; it is recommended that 
attendees stop in South Sioux City or Vermillion to purchase breakfast items, refreshments, and/or alcoholic 
beverages.  OFWIM vans transporting attendee(s) from the Omaha airport will make a stop at HyVee in South Sioux 
City.  Please note:  Alcohol IS allowed in Ponca State Park (during designated hours) and will NOT be provided by the 
OFWIM conference.  Legal age of consumption in Nebraska is 21 years old. 

TRANSPORTATION 
Omaha Airport, Eppley Airfield Omaha, (OMA) is located approximately 120 miles south of Ponca State Park.  Rental 
cars are available at the airport.  OFWIM will provide limited shuttle transportation to/from the airport to Ponca State 
Park on Sunday, Oct. 2nd and leaving Ponca at noon on Thursday, Oct. 6th.  Times will be decided based on flight 
schedules with no extra cost for participants.  Attendees renting vehicles are encouraged to carpool.  We will post 
schedules and times prior to the meeting to coordinate transportation. 

FIELD SESSION 
This year’s field session will include boat excursions conducted by the Nebraska Game and Parks Missouri River 
Program to examine ongoing conservation and restoration efforts.  We will also tour the Danish Alps State Recreation 
Area, a new reservoir and recreation site, with staff from the Nebraska Game and Parks New Reservoir and Aquatic 
Habitat Programs and Fish Management section.  Transportation and lunch will be provided as a part of your 
conference registration!  Please note:  Tours are rain or shine.  Appropriate attire would include rain coats, fall layers 
(sweatshirts, long sleeves, etc), and walking shoes.  Binoculars are always a good idea! 

WORKSHOP 
Join us Thursday for a four-hour workshop on “Creating production quality graphics and charts with R.”  Dr. Chris 
Chizinski will take us through the use of R (open-source and free statistical software) to create plots and visualizations 
suitable for print and publication.  Summer webinars will prepare attendees for the workshop by helping with 
installation of the software and an introduction to R programming and data manipulations.  Come learn to cut the 
SigmaPlot cord and dive into R! All expenses are included in your conference registration!  
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OFWIM 2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE & BUSINESS MEETING 

PONCA STATE PARK, PONCA, NEBRASKA 

SUNDAY , OCT 2 TO THURSDAY, OCT 7 

Second Call For Papers 
Anticipated Sessions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This call is for papers, poster presentations, and panel discussions related to the conference theme or to fish and 
wildlife information management in general. This year’s OFWIM anticipates a limited number of remote access seats 
will be available for members, so think about joining us virtually and giving a paper from your office. Submit poster 
presentation for the “Hacker’s Ball”, an OFWIM tradition that combines the poster session with live demonstrations of 
applications. Deadline for submission of all abstracts (with speaker biography) is Wednesday, August 31, 2016.  The 
abstract deadline may be extended, but acceptance is on a first-come, first-served basis. The link to the abstract 
submission form can be found at:  https://www.regonline.com/ofwim16abstracts 
 
Submit session topics, suggested panel discussion topics, and any questions to: 
Jeanette Jones 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
615-781-6534 
jeanette.jones@tn.gov 

 Conflicts and Data Sharing  GIS Tools & Mapping 

 LCCs and Conservation Planning  Data Visualization 

 Local, State, and Federal Partnerships  Student Research 

 Mobile Application Development  General Session 

If you wish to ship items for the OFWIM meeting 
directly to the meeting facility, send them to: 

OFWIM Meeting c/o Lori Curry 
Ponca State Park 
88090 Spur 26E 
Ponca, NE 68770 

Email Lori Curry so she’ll expect the delivery. 

If you have raffle items or other meeting-related 
materials, they can be shipped to: 

OFWIM Meeting c/o Keith Hurley 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
2200 N 33rd St. 
Lincoln, NE 68503 

https://www.regonline.com/ofwim16abstracts
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Spread the word about OFWIM by taking 
our poster to a conference, training, or 
meeting. Contact the Communications, 
Membership & Outreach Committee for 
help & more info.  

2016 OFWIM PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL GRANTS AVAILABLE! 
APPLY ONLINE 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T3ZBF7Q  

Travel grants assist current or retired professionals in 
attending the OFWIM Conference and Annual Meeting. 
A limited number of travel grants are awarded each year.  

CRITERIA: 

Grants are awarded based on need. If more applications 
are received than can be funded, under-representation by 
states in previous OFWIM meetings and equitable 
regional representation will be used as secondary criteria. 

OFWIM membership is not required. 

Each award recipient must present a formal paper at the 
2016 OFWIM Conference and Annual Meeting and must 
submit a newsletter article related to their presentation 
topic. Award recipients will work with the OFWIM 
Newsletter Editor to determine the submission deadline 
for the articles. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 

Apply online using the above link or complete the Travel 
Grant application on the next page. The application form 
is also available at www.ofwim.org. 

Completed applications must be received by Julie Prior-
Magee (jpmagee@usgs.gov, 575-557-1566) on or before 
the deadline—July 8, 2016.  

 

GRANT DETAILS: 

Grant recipients will be notified by email by July 15. 

OFWIM will reimburse each grant recipient for 
conference-related expenses of up to $500 (depending on 
the award), provided that expenses are reasonable.  
Expenses eligible for reimbursement include: registration 
fees, airfare, transportation, lodging, meals and incidental 
expenses.  Alternately, recipients may choose to have 
OFWIM credit the award toward registration and hotel 
expenses incurred at the meeting.  Field trip costs will 
not be reimbursed. 

Each award recipient is responsible for making his/her 
own travel arrangements and securing all reservations 
with a personal credit card. 

Each award recipient will provide copies of expense 
receipts to the OFWIM Treasurer after the conference 
has concluded and prior to receiving reimbursement. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T3ZBF7Q
http://www.ofwim.org
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2016 OFWIM CONFERENCE 

TRAVEL GRANT APPLICATION FORM 

Name:  Date:  

Position Title:    

Agency/Organization:    

Address:    

Phone:  Fax:  

Email:    

Please scan and email this form by July 8, 2016 to: 

Julie Prior-Magee: jpmagee@usgs.gov, (575) 557-1566 

Questions regarding the grant application process should be directed to Julie Prior-Magee. Applications can also be 
made online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T3ZBF7Q or an electronic version of the form can be down-
loaded from www.ofwim.org. 

Grant Recipients will be chosen and contacted by email by July 15, 2016. 

  

Estimated 
Cost to  
Attend  

I can cover 
these costs:  

I need help with 
these costs: 

Travel - Airfare          

Travel - Car: _____mi @ $_____/mi or rental fee         

Lodging                   _____ nights @ $_______/night         

(room sharing is not required but can minimize costs)       

Meals (some are covered with registration)         

Registration Fee          

Other costs? (explain)         

       

TOTAL          

       

Please check the situation(s) that best describe(s) your need for this award: 

_____ I would not be able to attend the conference otherwise 

_____ It would increase the likelihood of getting travel approval from my organization 

_____ It would offset using my personal funds 

_____ It would enable multiple staff from my organization to attend 

_____ It would enable better travel arrangements (e.g., car rental, private room, more convenient flight schedule) 
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OFWIM 2015-16 MEMBERS 

Alabama Natural Heritage 
Program: Michael Barbour 
 
Atlantic Coastal Cooperative 
Statistics Program:  Julie Defilippi 
 
Arizona Game & Fish 
Department:  
Jami Kuzek, Julie Mikolajczyk, Ryan 
Nosek, Frances Peck, Austin Smith, 
Sabra Tonn 
 
Center for Conservation Biology, 
Williamsburg:  
Marie Pitts 
 
Colorado Division of Wildlife: 
Don Schrupp (retired) 
 
Colorado Parks & Wildlife: 
Andrew Treble 
 
Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission: 
Kristin Rogers, Beth Stys, Jamie Pfadt 
 
Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources:  
Melanie Riley 
 
Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries & Wildlife: 
Jason Czapiga, Amy Meehan, Don 
Katnik, MaryEllen Wickett 
 
Missouri Department of 
Conservation: Tim Bixler, Dorothy 
Butler, Chris Cloyd, Douglas Fees, 
Julie Fleming, Joe Kirby, Kevin 
Lanahan, Philip Marley, Dyan Pursell, 
Mark Roberts, Joel Sartwell, Craig 
Scroggins, Tony Spicci 
 
Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission:  
Keith Hurley 
 
New Mexico Game & Fish: 
Chuck Hayes, Leland Pierce, Virginia 

Seamster, Reuben Teran, Lance Tyson, 
Ryan Walker 
 
onXMaps: Craig Koller & Red 
 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission: 
Stan Allen, Michael Banach, Robin 
Carlson, Anne Elston, Van Hare, Brett 
Holycross, Bill Kinney, Sharon 
Powers, Kiira Siitari, Chris Wheaton, 
Greg Wilke, Karen Wilson 
 
Southern Environmental Law 
Center:  
Shannon Chapin Groff 
 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency 
Lynn Barrett, Tim Churchill,  
Jeanette Jones, Susan Lanier, Rick 
Morris, Wilma Newsom, Greg 
Wathen 
 
Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department 
Dyanne Cortez, Danny Lewis, Jon 
Purvis 
 
 

The Black Pearl: 
Captain Jack Sparrow 
 
The Timmons Group: 
Lowell Ballard, Stephanie Brolund, 
Rob Denison, Chris Gerecke, Vanessa 
Roberts, Nathan Tate 
 
University of Arizona: 
Vicki Greer 
 
University of Missouri: 
Emily Tracy-Smith 
 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: 
Tim Smith 
 
U.S. Geological Survey: 
Jennifer Bayer, Julie Prior-Magee, 
Marcia McNiff, Elaine Nakash, Annie 
Simpson 
 
Virginia Department of Game & 
Inland Fisheries: 
Amy Ewing, Karen Horodysky, 
Deepthi Janga, Blair Jones, Jay 
Kapalczynski, Ed Laube, Brian Moyer,  
Lenee Pennington, Justin Ray (no 
longer at VDGIF), Jesse Suders, Susan 
Watson, Jim Husband 
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OFWIM OFFICERS 

President President 
Elect 

Secretary Treasurer Member-At-
Large 

Past 
President 

  

    

Keith 
Hurley 

Jeanette 
Jones 

MaryEllen 
Wickett 

Jay  
Kapalczynski 

Joe 
Kirby 

Kristin 
Rogers 

OFWIM COMMITTEES—JOIN ONE NOW!!! 
Communications, 

Membership & 
Outreach 

Training & 
Education 

Data Standards 
& Technology 

Trends 

Elections, 
Nominations,  

& Awards 

Newsletter 
Editors 

Conference 
Planning 

      

CHAIR: 
Julie Defilippi 

 
MEMBERS: 
Lynn Barrett 

Dyanne Cortez 
Jeanette Jones 

Don Katnik 
Danny Lewis 

Julie Prior-Magee 
Marie Pitts 

MaryEllen Wickett 

CHAIR: 
Michael Barbour 

 
MEMBERS: 
Amy Ewing 

Jay Kapalczynski 
Julie Mikolajczyk 

Don Schrupp 
Danny Lewis 

CHAIR: 
Amy Ewing 

 
MEMBERS: 

Michael Barbour 
Julie Defilippi 

Jamie Pfadt 
Jacque Schei 
Tim Smith 

Eric Woodsworth 

CHAIR: 
Jim Husband 

 
MEMBERS: 
Danny Lewis 

Kristin Rogers 
Beth Stys 

Sabra Tonn 
Jeanette Jones 

Don Katnik 
& 

Bunnycomb 

CHAIR: 
Jeanette Jones 

 
VICE-CHAIR: 

Keith Hurley 
 

MEMBERS: 
Karen Horodysky 

Keith Hurley 
Jay Kapalczynski 

Joe Kirby 
Julie Prior-Magee 
Lenee Pennington 

Kristin Rogers 
Christian Ruenzi 

Beth Stys 
Sabra Tonn 

Emily Tracy-Smith 
Susan Watson 

MaryEllen Wickett 

 

Individual contact information is available in the Member Profiles Section at ofwim.groupsite.com 

http://ofwim.groupsite.com

