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Hello OFWIM members, friends, 
and fellow data junkies.  I hope that 
the end of 2015 is treating you well.  
It is surprising how fast the two 

months have passed since we were together in Virginia.  
Let me express my thanks and gratitude for all who gave 
of their time and assistance to put together an 
outstanding conference in Williamsburg.  These events 
can be such an undertaking to put together and the 
combined efforts of everyone at OFWIM made the 
conference a pleasure to organize and I hope everyone 
found their time in Virginia as beneficial and 
professionally invigorating as I did. 

One of the great things about OFWIM is that there are 
so many opportunities to continue participating in the 
organization, supporting each other in our jobs and 
careers, and expanding our information management 
skills throughout the year.  OFWIM has 5 committees 
that continue to meet (albeit remotely) throughout the 
year and work on issues important to all of us.  There 
are a number of hard-working folks already starting 
work on next year’s meeting on the Conference 
Planning Committee.  The Training and Education 
Committee is always passing along a wide variety of 
training and educational opportunities (join our 
GroupSite if you are not seeing these announcements) as 
well as working to promote and plan special 
opportunities at our meetings and throughout the year.  
The Data Standards and Technology Trends Committee 
offers  an opportunity to stay on the forefront of 
developments in the information management and 
technology arenas and to help shape our societies stances 
on current issues.  Our Communications, Membership 
and Outreach Committee works on our membership 
tasks, newsletter, websites, the Travel Grant Program, 
and generally provides the glue that holds OFWIM 
together.  Finally, the Elections, Nominations, and 

Awards Committee is responsible for the organization’s 
award and recognition programs as well as developing a 
slate of candidates for OFWIM officer elections. 

I strongly encourage you to participate in one of the 
OFWIM committees to continue the relationships that 
you developed in Virginia.  Find a home on one of our 
committees and you will continue to be amazed at what 
OFWIM has to offer you in your daily work as well as 
your professional development.  Not only that, but we 
tend to have a whole lot of fun along the way.  If you 
would like more information on any of the opportunities 
available, feel free to contact me and I’ll help link you up 
to folks excited to have your involvement.  To borrow a 
tagline from my agency, it’s “Time Well Spent”. 

Finally, as the year comes to an end I encourage 
everyone to take a step back from the rat race of fighting 
our daily fires and reflect on the past year for a few 
moments.  It’s always wise to try and take a few 
moments to consider new ways to avoid the mistakes of 
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2015 CONFERENCE RAFFLE DONORS  

Blue Marble Geographics:  
$50 L.L. Bean gift certificate 
 
Captain Jack Sparrow:  
Jack Daniel’s White Rabbit Saloon 

whiskey & shot glass 
 
Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife:  
Department hat 
Maine maple syrup 
 
Beth Stys:  
Handmade bread board 
Handmade cheese board 
Handmade cut flower vase 
Mississippi State soft-sided cooler 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency:  
Nautical knot board with clock/

barometer 
“TN Watchable Wildlife” water bottle 
Travel mugs with compass keychain, 

lens cloth, & tape measure 
“TN Watchable Wildlife” men’s and 

ladies’ polo/t-shirts 
Fishing reel & rod holder 
 
Texas Parks and Wildlife:  
Wild Texas jelly & jam 
 
Timmons Group:  
Coffee mugs packed with thumb 
drives, power packs, & other stuff 

Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries:  
Tumblers 
Campfire mugs 
Lunch coolers 
Cinch sacks 
Media pouches 
2012 Collector’s knife 
2015 Collector’s knife 
“Habitat at Home” DVDs/booklets 
Squirrel skinning DVDs 
Deer dressing DVDs 
VA Wildlife polo shirts 
Cape Hatteras posters 

this year in the future.  It’s also rewarding to be able to 
remember all the good things you accomplished that 
tend to disappear into the daily grind.  We have the 
privilege and honor to work on behalf of our country’s 
natural resources and the people that interact with 
them.  Take a moment to savor that. 

My best wishes for each and everyone in the OFWIM 
family in the new year; may it be productive, exciting, 
and rewarding. 

Keith Hurley 
OFWIM President 

(President’s Message, continued from page 1) 

 

Follow this link to the summaries and presentations from the American Fisheries Society’s “Fisheries Information & 
Technology Section” (FITS) symposium that OFWIM co-sponsored. 

http://www.fishdata.org/blog/fall-2015/managing-data-meet-shrinking-budgets-and-growing-needs 

And this one to the latest FITS newsletter: 

http://www.fishdata.org/newsletters/fall-2015  

Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managers 

 

http://www.fishdata.org/blog/fall-2015/managing-data-meet-shrinking-budgets-and-growing-needs
http://www.fishdata.org/newsletters/fall-2015
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2015 CONFERENCE PHOTOS—WILLIAMSBURG , VA  

Jamestown Island Field Trip 

Harbor Tour 

Raffle Table 

Conference Center Colonial Williamsburg Governor’s House 

Conference Presentations OFWIM Committee Meeting 

Be the First to ID this bird! Hacker’s Ball 

Awards Ceremony Chickahominy Management Area 
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MY EXPERIENCE WITH OFWIM 
by Daniel Walker, University of Tennessee 

I first heard of the Organization of Fish and Wildlife 
Information Managers when I received an announcement 
soliciting applications for the 2015 Student Research 
Scholarship. My current research project uses a fairly 
new technique for collecting and processing side-scan 
sonar images to describe Lake Sturgeon spawning habitat 
in the Upper Tennessee River. I am professionally 
interested in incorporating new and emerging data 
collection/analysis techniques in my research, so the 
scholarship seemed like a great fit for my work. I was 
selected to receive this scholarship and invited to attend 
the annual OFWIM meeting, held in Colonial 
Williamsburg, VA, the week of September 28th. 
Attending this conference was an eye-opening 
experience for me. I regularly attend conferences, but 
usually fish-specific ones where, more often than not, 
the presentations are about research that is done in the 
field or in the lab. At the conference in Williamsburg, I 
was exposed to a completely different field still within 
the umbrella of fish and wildlife conservation and 

research. It was fascinating to hear about the efforts of 
folks to develop new apps and data collection processes 
from the ground up, where my experience has always 
been with the application of those tools and procedures 
following the potentially years-long process of 
developing and testing them. Since the conference 
presentations were given by members from all aspects of 
natural resource conservation, I was also exposed to 
work being done outside my field of freshwater fish 
conservation. It was very enjoyable to hear from such a 
diverse group of members and I greatly appreciated both 
the scholarship and the opportunity to speak about my 
research with those in attendance. 

 
Daniel Walker 
Graduate Research Assistant, Fisheries 
Department of Forestry Wildlife and Fisheries 
University of Tennessee—Knoxville 
dwalke44@vols.utk.edu 

Help spread the 
word about 
OFWIM by taking 
our poster to a 
conference, 
training, or 
meeting you’re 
planning to 
attend. Just 
contact the 
Communications, 
Membership & 
Outreach 
Committee for 
help. 
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A STUDENT ’S PERSPECTIVE ON OFWIM 
by Brian Harmon 

I would like to thank OFWIM for 
providing me the opportunity to 
come and speak at your annual 
conference. As a first-year 
Master's student, I value the 
opportunity to meet folks from 
across the country working on 
novel data management 
techniques and strategies. I was 
honored to discuss my own 
research with many of you and 
look forward to maintaining those 
connections. The conference 
schedule provided me ample 
opportunity to network with a 
diverse array of professionals and 
gain valuable feedback on my 
research. 

I presented a research prospectus 
entitled, “Intra-Waterbody 
Angler Site Choice" in which I outlined methodology to 
study the social and environmental factors that influence 
angler foraging area and site choice. I also seek to 
compare anglers' stated and realized preferences of 
foraging area and site choice. I'm excited to announce 
that since presenting at OFWIM this fall, my data 
collection is now underway. This has meant days of 
counting anglers and recording their locations within a 
number of lakes using a rangefinder and software that 
remotely calculates the spatial coordinates of anglers. 

From there, I have begun creating 
and collecting GIS layers of 
environmental features for these 
waterbodies. I am also using 
previously collected data to 
inform which environmental 
features best correlate with angler 
use. I can use this data to narrow 
the total number of hypotheses I 
need to test. This information 
will also inform which variables 
are used to compare stated 
preferences of anglers to their 
realized site choice preferences. 
Finally, I am planning to use 
stationary cameras next spring to 
capture fine-scale angler behavior 
in response to other anglers. 

I appreciate the feedback and 
opportunity to speak at the annual 

OFWIM conference. I look forward to stopping by to 
discuss many of the results next year in Omaha, 
Nebraska. I hope to present results on the effect of 
environmental and social factors on angler site choice. 
 
Brian Harmon 
briharmon89@gmail.com 
Nebraska Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, 

School of Natural Resources University of Nebraska-
Lincoln.  

OFWIM 2015 AWARD WINNERS  

Innovation Award 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
 
Student Scholarship:  
Daniel Walker, University of Tennessee 
 
Best Conference Poster:  
Vicky Greer, U.S. Geological Survey—“Temperature Data 
Loggers to Monitor Microclimate Change: Help or 
Headache?” 

Best Conference Oral Presentation:  
Chris Burkett, Virginia Department of Game & Inland 
Fisheries—“Making Data Approachable in Virginia’s Wildlife 
Action Plan” 
 
Best Infographic:  
TIE! 
Keith Hurley, Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
MaryEllen Wickett, Maine Department of Inland Fisheries 

and Wildlife 
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FROM THE WAYBACK MACHINE... 

1994: OFWIM’S 2ND ANNUAL MEETING  
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FROM THE WAYBACK MACHINE... 

1994: OFWIM’S 2ND ANNUAL MEETING  
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I began my year-long 
odyssey with a trip from 
Flagstaff, Arizona to 
Colorado aboard a land 
sloop captained by Don 
Schrupp. I was taken to a 
secret spot where Captain 
Schrupp likes to slay 
giant horned beast—
”elk” I think he called 
them.  

I then boarded an air 
ship that was carried on 
strong winds to Montana. 
A nice bloke, Craig, took 
me on an adventure to 
see the land of fire and 
smoke. The air had a 
horrible stench, like 
rotten eggs. I thought 
Hell itself had surfaced! 

Then another air ship 
took me to the wilds of 
Tennessee. One of the 
locals placed me in a 

cage in her jungle lair.  I 
beseeched her to free me 
with promises of good 
behavior for my 
freedom.   

My charm won her over 
and she took me to meet 
her mate who is captain 
of his very own land 
dinghy. They placed me 
in a cargo hold aboard 
the dingy with promises 
of great adventure 
starting with a stop at 
the home of another Jack 
and from there we were 
to slay a dragon.  

 

 

 

At the home of the other 
Jack there was no rum, 
but there were was 
another strong spirit to 
give me courage to face 
the dragon this captain 
was so keen to encounter.   

At Jack’s house we 
entered the White Rabbit 
saloon where I hoped to 
see Alice. Oh, wait wrong 
movie.  After more hours 
in the cargo hold I got a 
glimpse of white water 
but my feet stayed dry. 

Finally, we arrived at 
the lair of the dragon 
where deals were to be 
had. There were dragons 
in chains and dragons of 
fine armor and an 
homage tree to those who 

The Continuing Adventures of Captain Jack Sparrow 
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had not been able to 
conquer the mighty 
beast.  

After a brief rest I was 
taken to the flat lands 
where I took a three hour 
tour to see Reelfoot Lake.  

The 
mate 
was a 
mighty 
sailing 
man, 
the 
skipper 
brave 
and 
sure. 

The weather was fine 
but it was quite a 
bumpy ride with many 
stumps lurking beneath.  

I later heard the lady 
speaking of an adventure 
to the colony where a 
governor once mounted 
the head of Capt. 
Blackbeard his self on a 
spike in the harbor. I 
tried to parley with the 
lady about the folly of a 
pirate such as myself 
going to this colony. 
Madness!  But she would 

hear none of it. So I’ve 
took me self on a rogue 
adventure.  I’ll come out 
of hiding when this 
Virginia colony madness 
is over.  Arrrrgh! 

 

Where will Captain Jack’s adventures 
take him next? Rumor has it he’s 
headed to Nebraska (funny place for a 
pirate!), but no doubt he’ll find many 
adventures before he makes it there. 
And after that? It all depends on who 
wins the next annual OFWIM 
GeoCache contest! 

The Continuing Adventures of Captain Jack Sparrow 

Continued... 
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There are many free utilities, programs, and web apps 
that can help us in our daily lives and jobs, but how do 
you sort them out to find the gems? In every issue of the 
OFWIM newsletter during my term as President, I’m 
going to show you a free app from an eclectic collection 
that will make your life better and make you wonder 
how you ever lived without it. These apps are free but 
many offer paid versions or you can make donations to 
the developers. I have no vested or monetary interest in 
any of them but I do encourage you to support the 
developers of ANY software that you find useful. 

One thing I’ve learned about 
information managers…we 
are voracious users of Post-
It® notes. Sometimes my 
desk is so full of them there’s 
no room for me. 

Then I discovered...  

 

Trello was created by Fog Creek Software as an 
electronic replacement for the Kaban boards (think big 
bulletin boards full of post-its) used by software 
development teams. However, the geniuses of Fog 
Creek created something so flexible that it can be used 
for ANY kind of organizational needs! Trello is a web-
hosted app (yes, you need to be online to use it) that can 
be accessed through any modern web browser and apps 
built for Android, Ipad, Iphone, or Kindle. 

Its beauty lies in its simplicity. After signing up for your 
free account at http://trello.com, you can create 
“bulletin” boards with different sections (lists) that 
contain cards (post-it notes). Each card can contain text 
(title), checklists, attachments, a due date, labels (color-
coding), and pictures. Cards can be drag and dropped 
between lists and reorganized. Basically, it’s an 
electronic desk that can be accessed from anywhere and 
holds and organizes all your post-it-notes . Trello is a 
true multi-user app that can be used by both teams and 
individuals. I used it with a team to organize a statewide 
meeting to keep track of tasks and responsibilities. It was 
indispensable! Boards can be shared with other users or 
groups. Users can be assigned to cards by drag-and-
drop. Cards for an entire work team can be filtered to 
show individual’s assignments. The comment section on 
each card allows conversations. Voting and polls are also 
available. Cards can be added to lists by email. 
Notifications can be sent based on changes to your board 
and lists. Security and permission levels are built in. Oh, 
and did I mention that cards with due dates can be 
organized into a calendar view?  And all this is free!  

Trello is also providing links and connections to many 
other applications and utilities. We’ll look into an 
example of that in next month’s newsletter. For now, 
take a look at Trello by visiting http://trello.com. I use 
it every day, all day, at work and at home.  And my desk 
is actually available to be used as it was intended, to hold 
my snacks and tea, rather than being a post-it note 
graveyard.  

by Keith Hurley 
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OFWIM 2015 ELECTIONS—RESULTS! 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Jeanette Jones 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
 
Jeanette is the GIS Manager at TWRA. For the past 20 years, she has led the GIS 
Team overseeing mapping needs, maintaining data management, performing GIS 
modeling and image analysis, and coordinating training and technical support at 
TWRA. She received a B.S. in Wildlife Biology at Murray State University and an 
M.S. in Geography from Murray State University. Jeanette served as OFWIM 

Secretary from 2012 to 2015 and has served on the Conference Planning Committee, Communications, Membership 
& Outreach Committee, and Elections, Nominations & Awards Committee. When she’s not working, Jeanette enjoys 
gardening, pampering her Golden Retriever, maintaining an aquatic oasis for African Cichlids, occasional birding, and 
volunteering for Retrieving Independence/Serving with Canines. 

 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
Joe Kirby 

Missouri Department of Conservation 
 
Joe Kirby is the IT Application Development Supervisor for the Missouri Department of 
Conservation, overseeing development and maintenance of all web and mobile 
applications. He is moving into a new role of Information Architect where he will be 
managing how all data systems work together to allow our agency to most effectively use 
information we are capturing. He has worked for MDC for 18 years including positions 

in Desktop Support and levels of application development. Joe is married to wife, Gwen of 23 years, and has three 
children ages 20,16, and 11. 

 

SECRETARY 
MaryEllen Wickett 

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife 
 
MaryEllen is a Programmer Analyst/Wildlife Biologist with MDIFW where she has 
been employed since 1993. She creates and maintains customized apps/tools for 
using MDIFWs habitat data; creates, analyzes, and maintains wildlife/habitat 
databases; and provides technical assistance to staff. She has B.S, M.S, and Ph.D. 

degrees in Wildlife Ecology/Management from the Universities of Vermont, Arizona, and Maine. She currently is a 
member of the Communications, Membership, and Outreach Committee and is the Social Media Manager. 
MaryEllen’s two sons are grown and pursuing their own careers in California and Alabama, giving her plenty of 
opportunities to travel and visit with them. In her leisure time, MaryEllen enjoys gardening with her husband, hiking/
cross-country skiing with her dog, and riding her horse. 

Thanks to everyone who ran for office!  

http://vote.ofwim.org/vote2015.cfm
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OFWIM 2014-15 MEMBERS 

Alabama Natural Heritage 
Program: Michael Barbour 
 
Atlantic Coastal Cooperative 
Statistics Program:  Julie Defilippi 
 
Arizona Game & Fish 
Department:  
Jami Kuzek, Julie Mikolajczyk, Ryan 
Nosek, Frances Peck, Austin Smith, 
Sabra Tonn 
 
Center for Conservation Biology, 
Williamsburg:  
Marie Pitts 
 
Colorado Division of Wildlife: 
Don Schrupp (retired) 
 
Colorado Parks & Wildlife: 
Andrew Treble 
 
Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission: 
Kristin Rogers, Beth Stys, Jamie Pfadt 
 
Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources:  
Melanie Riley 
 
Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries & Wildlife: 
Jason Czapiga, Amy Meehan, Don 
Katnik, MaryEllen Wickett 
 
Missouri Department of 
Conservation: Tim Bixler, Dorothy 
Butler, Chris Cloyd, Douglas Fees, 
Julie Fleming, Joe Kirby, Kevin 
Lanahan, Philip Marley, Dyan Pursell, 
Mark Roberts, Joel Sartwell, Craig 
Scroggins, Tony Spicci 
 
Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission:  
Keith Hurley 
 
 
 

New Mexico Game & Fish: 
Chuck Hayes, Leland Pierce, Virginia 
Seamster, Reuben Teran, Lance Tyson, 
Ryan Walker 
 
onXMaps: Craig Koller & Red 
 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission: 
Stan Allen, Michael Banach, Robin 
Carlson, Anne Elston, Van Hare, Brett 
Holycross, Bill Kinney, Sharon 
Powers, Kiira Siitari, Chris Wheaton, 
Greg Wilke, Karen Wilson 
 
Southern Environmental Law 
Center:  
Shannon Chapin Groff 
 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency 
Lynn Barrett, Tim Churchill,  
Jeanette Jones, Susan Lanier, Rick 
Morris, Wilma Newsom, Greg 
Wathen 
 
Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department 
Dyanne Cortez, Danny Lewis, Jon 
Purvis 
 

The Black Pearl: 
Captain Jack Sparrow 
 
The Timmons Group: 
Lowell Ballard, Stephanie Brolund, 
Rob Denison, Chris Gerecke, Vanessa 
Roberts, Nathan Tate 
 
University of Arizona: 
Vicki Greer 
 
University of Missouri: 
Emily Tracy-Smith 
 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: 
Tim Smith 
 
U.S. Geological Survey: 
Jennifer Bayer, Julie Prior-Magee, 
Marcia McNiff, Elaine Nakash, Annie 
Simpson 
 
Virginia Department of Game & 
Inland Fisheries: 
Amy Ewing, Karen Horodysky, 
Deepthi Janga, Blair Jones, Jay 
Kapalczynski, Ed Laube, Brian Moyer,  
Lenee Pennington, Justin Ray (no 
longer at VDGIF), Jesse Suders, Susan 
Watson, Jim Husband 
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OFWIM 2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE & BUSINESS MEETING 

PONCA STATE PARK, PONCA, NEBRASKA 

OCTOBER 2-7, 2016 

Join us next year in Nebraska for the annual Organization of 
Fish and Wildlife Information Managers meeting and 
conference.  OFWIM is meeting in the scenic Missouri 
River valley in Northeast Nebraska at one of the state’s 
premier parks. Ponca is located on the hills overlooking the 
river and was central in the journeys of Louis and Clark and 
is the center of large scale rehabilitation and endangered 
species recovery efforts.  Join us on the water for a field 
session with some of the biologists working to restore this 
national resource and for a visit to Louis and Clark 
Reservoir, the lowest of the mainstem reservoirs.  Fall 
colors should be in full display and the fall migrations 
underway along the central flyway.  Travel into Omaha by 
either plane or automobile is extremely convenient.  Come 
join the fun and excitement as OFWIM visits the heartland. 
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OFWIM OFFICERS 

President President 
Elect 

Secretary Treasurer Member-At-
Large 

Past 
President 

  

    

Keith 
Hurley 

Jeanette 
Jones 

MaryEllen 
Wickett 

Jay  
Kapalczynski 

Joe 
Kirby 

Kristin 
Rogers 

OFWIM COMMITTEES—JOIN ONE NOW!!! 
Communications, 

Membership & 
Outreach 

Training & 
Education 

Data Standards 
& Technology 

Trends 

Elections, 
Nominations,  

& Awards 

Newsletter 
Editor 

Conference 
Planning 

      

CHAIR: 
Julie Defilippi 

 
MEMBERS: 
Lynn Barrett 

Dyanne Cortez 
Jeanette Jones 

Don Katnik 
Danny Lewis 

Julie Prior-Magee 
Marie Pitts 

MaryEllen Wickett 

CHAIR: 
Michael Barbour 

 
MEMBERS: 
Amy Ewing 

Jay Kapalczynski 
Julie Mikolajczyk 

Don Schrupp 
Danny Lewis 

CHAIR: 
Amy Ewing 

 
MEMBERS: 

Michael Barbour 
Julie Defilippi 

Jamie Pfadt 
Jacque Schei 
Tim Smith 

Eric Woodsworth 

CHAIR: 
Jim Husband 

 
MEMBERS: 
Danny Lewis 

Kristin Rogers 
Beth Stys 

Sabra Tonn 
Jeanette Jones 

Don Katnik 
& Jed  

a.k.a. “Jet” 
a.k.a. “Zeb” 

a.k.a. “Bunny”  
a.k.a. “Foo-San” 

a.k.a. “Gerber Girl” 
a.k.a.  

“Pretty Purple 
Princess Prancy 

Pants” 

CHAIR: 
Jeanette Jones 

 
VICE-CHAIR: 

Keith Hurley 
 

MEMBERS: 
Karen Horodysky 

Jeanette Jones 
Jay Kapalczynski 

Julie Prior-Magee 
Lenee Pennington 

Marie Pitts 
Kristin Rogers 

Christian Ruenzi 
Beth Stys 

Sabra Tonn 
Emily Tracy-Smith 

Susan Watson 

 

Individual contact information is available in the Member Profiles Section at ofwim.groupsite.com 

http://ofwim.groupsite.com



