
Happy Spring, OFWIM! 

I hope you’re enjoying the thaw or a 
moderate spring before a toasty 

summer depending on your geography. The Executive 
Committee has been discussing opportunities for our 
membership. In early March we participated in a joint 
Excomm call with the American Fisheries Society – 
Fisheries Information & Technology Section (FITS) 
Executive Committee. Thank you to Julie Defilippi for 
coordinating that. We recapped the ways that 
OFWIM and FITS have joined forces over the years 
and discussed options for continued collaboration. We 
will continue holding joint meetings for the next few 
months, eventually moving to a quarterly schedule. 
For those who may be unfamiliar with OFWIM’s 
relationship with FITS: 

1999 - 4th Microcomputer Conference. OFWIM lead; 
AFS/FITS support. 

2002 - Fish & Wildlife Information 
Conference, OFWIM lead; AFS/FITS support. 

2006 - Fisheries Data Summit, OAFS/FITS lead; 
OFWIM support. 

2014 - OFWIM/FITS sponsored ‘Developing a 
National Fisheries Data Exchange’ symposium at the 
AFS 2014 Meeting in Quebec. 

Coming in Aug, 2015 – FITS/OFWIM/PSMFC 
sponsored ‘Data Life Cycle’ symposium at the AFS 
2015 Meeting in Portland.  

We discussed common challenges for the two groups, 
like our ability to attract students and young 
professionals. One proposal was to publicize 
information about our groups by representation at the 
State AFS Chapter meetings, which are well attended 
by students and young professionals. We have 

proposed to identify representatives from FITS and 
OFWIM in each state who plan to attend their state 
chapter meetings and are willing to serve as dual 
representatives for OFWIM and FITS. The OFWIM 
Communications, Membership and Outreach (CMO) 
Committee will be coordinating this effort. If you’re 
interested, contact Jeanette Jones. Representatives 
will be provided with the materials for a poster 
presentation at the state chapter meetings. Also, if you 
plan to attend a meeting that may benefit from hearing 
about OFWIM’s mission, the CMO committee can 
provide you with the information necessary to present 
a poster OFWIM’s behalf.  

AFS has a survey to find out why folks choose to join/
not join AFS. If you have time to fill out this short 
survey they would greatly appreciate your input: 

AFS MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 

An opportunity for OFWIM to comment on the 
proposed FAA UAV rule has arisen. Joe Falconer, an 
adjunct professor in aerial data systems at the 
University of Denver, wants to help organizations 
coordinate comment on the proposed rule. The 
OFWIM Data Standards and Technology Trends 
Committee and Executive Committee will be working 
with Joe on this. We expect to begin with a 
presentation from Joe on the current status of the 
rule. There will be more information about this 
opportunity soon. If you’re interested, consider 
contacting Philip Marley to join the Data Standards 
and Technology Trends committee. 

I’m looking forward to pursuing these existing 
opportunities for OFWIM and hope you will join us in 
our efforts.  

Kristin Rogers, 2015 OFWIM President 

OFWIM NEWS—MARCH 2015 
PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1aaG3ufPiKEsXbBPQd5tMRgUMPMwH8bL8K2L_6N179ew/viewform?c=0&w=1
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The 2015 AFS annual meeting in Portland, OR is 
shaping up to be one of the largest yet.  With over 100 
proposed symposia and expected turn out very high - 
AFS FITS was fortunate to have two symposium 
proposals selected for the upcoming meeting.  Accepted 
abstracts are below, and we hope to see everyone in 
Portland this August!  

Developments in Low-cost Side Scan Sonar 
Applications in Aquatic Research and 
Conservation 

To better study and manage aquatic resources at scales 
most relevant to the life history of resident organisms, 
tools and techniques that provide a unique perspective 
below the surface are needed.  This year marks the 10-
year anniversary of recreational-grade, side scan sonar- 
an inexpensive tool for imaging underwater 
environments in striking detail.  The low cost of 
equipment is a practical benefit for agencies and 
institutions, and the ability to overlay processed image 
data in a GIS has led to groundbreaking developments 
associated with mapping, monitoring, and research of 
aquatic denizens.  Our objective is to gather researchers, 
practitioners, and those interested in working with low-
cost side scan sonar to showcase the development of new 
techniques, processing approaches and biological 
applications, and to exchange ideas and identify future 
needs.  Given the breadth of applications, low-cost side 
scan sonar is poised to become an essential tool for 
investigations in navigable, inland aquatic 
systems.  Through this symposium we aim to highlight 
the advances of the last decade, and chart a course for this 
emerging field in the decade to come.  

Managing data to meet shrinking budgets and 
growing needs 

This session will present the work of data managers and 
scientists throughout the path of the data lifecycle and 
provide an opportunity for the AFS community to share 
ideas, lessons learned, and developments in data 
management. By following the data management lifecycle 

from planning to analyzing and storing your data 
properly, you can produce higher caliber data that can be 
shared across organizational, geographic and regulatory 
boundaries. We have broken down the life cycle into 
seven units: plan, collect, assure, describe, share, analyze 
and store. Each unit will be addressed by a group of 
speakers followed by a concluding roundtable discussion. 
We hope to raise the level of awareness and support from 
the Society for fisheries professionals to establish and 
maintain better data management practices and feature 
examples of how data management can result in robust 
meta-analysis of big data. In a world of decreasing 
funding and increasing demands for large temporal and 
spatial analyses, it is imperative to have good data 
management plans. A number of primary funding 
sources, like the National Science Foundation, require a 
data management plan in grant proposals. With a plan in 
place, data collected will be a product that will maintain 
integrity through time and across various boundaries. 
Proper data documentation is integral to understanding 
how to analyze and share information. In order for 
fisheries and aquatic scientists to sustain funding, foster 
collaboration, and increase organizational productivity, 
we need to be able to create data products that are high-
quality, communicable in the short and long term, and 
include thorough metadata. A well thought out data 
management strategy can create efficiency, save 
resources and promote sharing of information within and 
between organizations. 

 

http://2015.fisheries.org/
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FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
OPERATION AND CERTIFICATION OF SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS 

As mentioned in Kristin’s President’s Message, 
OFWIM’s Data Standards and Technology Trends 
Committee will be working with  Joe Falconer to 
coordinate OFWIM comments on this proposed rule.  
Below is some information on the proposed rule—more 
will be posted on OFWIM’s GroupSite. 

The FAA is proposing to amend its regulations to adopt 
specific rules to allow the operation of small unmanned 
aircraft systems in the National Airspace System. These 
changes would address the operation of unmanned 
aircraft systems, certification of their operators, 
registration, and display of registration markings. The 
proposed rule would also find that airworthiness 
certification is not required for small unmanned aircraft 
system operations that would be subject to this proposed 
rule. Lastly, the proposed rule would prohibit model 
aircraft from endangering the safety of the National 
Airspace System.  

Summary of Major Provisions of Proposed Part 
107 in the FAA’s Small UAS NPRM: 

Operational Limitations: 

Unmanned aircraft must weight less than 55 lbs. (25 
kg). 

Visual line-of-sight (VLOS) only; the unmanned 
aircraft must remain within VLOS of the operator or 
visual observer.  

At all times the small unmanned aircraft must 
remain close enough to the operator for the 
operator to be capable of seeing the aircraft with 
vision unaided by any device other than corrective 
lenses.  

Small unmanned aircraft may not operate over any 
persons not directly involved in the operation.  

Daylight-only operations (official sunrise to official 
sunset, local time).  

Must yield right-of-way to other aircraft, manned or 
unmanned.  

May use visual observer (VO) but not required.   

First-person view camera cannot satisfy “see-and-
avoid” requirement but can be used as long as 
requirement is satisfied in other ways.  

Maximum airspeed of 100 mph (87 knots).  

 Maximum altitude of 500 feet above ground level.  

Minimum weather visibility of 3 miles from control 
station.  

No operations are allowed in Class A (18,000 feet & 
above) airspace.  

Operations in Class B, C, D and E airspace are 
allowed with the required ATC permission.  

Operations in Class G airspace are allowed without 
ATC permission. 

No person may act as an operator or VO for more 
than one unmanned aircraft operation at one time.  

No careless or reckless operations.  

Requires preflight inspection by the operator.  

A person may not operate a small unmanned aircraft 
if he or she knows or has reason to know of any 
physical or mental condition that would interfere 
with the safe operation of a small UAS.  

Proposes a microUAS option that would allow 
operations in Class G airspace, over people not 
involved in the operation, provided the operator 
certifies he or she has the requisite aeronautical 
knowledge to perform the operation. 

Operator Certification and Responsibilities: 

Pilots of a small UAS would be considered 
“operators” 

Operators would be required to:  

pass an initial aeronautical knowledge test at 
an FAA-approved knowledge testing center.  

Be vetted by the Transportation Security 
Administration. 

Obtain an unmanned aircraft operator 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The official OFWIM website has a new look! After many 
weeks of discussion, editing and design, the 
Communications, Membership & Outreach Committee 
launched the updated site this month. It features a new 
banner head designed by our own Robin Carlson and a 
streamlined structure that we hope will make it easier 
for OFWIM members and visitors to find the 
information they want. 

Our new site is built on the WordPress platform. 
Anyone with an internet-enabled device can browse the 
pages. If you’re a dues-paying OFWIM member, you’ll 

soon receive an e-mail with instructions for setting up a 
subscriber profile that will give you access to members-
only features such as the annual officers’ election. 

Thanks to Greg Wilke and the Pacific States Marine 
Fisheries Commission for hosting the site and helping 
out on the back end. You’ll find OFWIM at the usual 
address, www.ofwim.org.  As always, this website is a 
work in progress. If you find something missing or have 
ideas for making it better, contact our webmaster at 
dyanne.cortez@tpwd.texas.gov 

NEW OFWIM WEBSITE, SAME URL—GOING L IVE MARCH 25! 

certificate with a small UAS rating (like 
existing pilot airman certificates, never 
expires). 

Pass a recurrent aeronautical knowledge test 
every 24 months. 

Be at least 17 years old. 

Make available to the FAA, upon request, 
the small UAS for inspection or testing, and 
any associated documents/records required 
to be kept under the proposed rule. 

Report an accident to the FAA within 10 
days of any operation that results in injury 
or property damage.  

Conduct a preflight inspection, to include 
specific aircraft and control station systems 
checks, to ensure the small UAS is safe for 
operation. 

 

Aircraft Requirements: 

FAA airworthiness certification not required. 
However, operator must maintain a small UAS in 
condition for safe operation and prior to flight must 
inspect the UAS to ensure that it is in a condition for 
safe operation. Aircraft Registration required (same 
requirements that apply to all other aircraft).  

Aircraft markings required (same requirements that 
apply to all other aircraft). If aircraft is too small to 
display markings in standard size, then the aircraft 
simply needs to display markings in the largest 
practicable manner. 

Model Aircraft: 

Proposed rule would not apply to model aircraft that 
satisfy all of the criteria specified in Section 336 of 
Public Law 112-95.  

The proposed rule would codify the FAA’s 
enforcement authority in part 101 by prohibiting 
model aircraft operators from endangering the safety 
of the NAS. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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2015 CONFERENCE TRAVEL GRANTS AVAILABLE! 
APPLY ONLINE — https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/OFWIM_TravelGrant2015  

PURPOSE: 

Travel grants are designed to assist current or retired 
professionals in attending the 2015 OFWIM Conference 
and Annual Meeting. 

CRITERIA: 

Travel grants will be awarded based on need. If more 
applications are received than can be funded, under-
representation by states in previous OFWIM 
meetings and equitable regional representation will 
be used as secondary criteria for evaluation. 

Membership in OFWIM is not required for eligibility. 

Recipients of an OFWIM travel grant in 2014 are not 
eligible for an OFWIM 2015 travel grant. 

Each award recipient must present a formal paper or 
poster at the 2015 OFWIM Conference and Annual 
Meeting in Williamsburg, Virginia, Sep 27-Oct 1. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 

Any qualified person may apply for the grant by 
completing the Travel Grant application on the next 
page (also available for download from 
www.ofwim.org) or using the online form at the link 
above. 

The completed application form must be received by the 
c o n t a c t  p e r s o n  ( J u l i e  P r i o r - M a g e e , 
jpmagee@usgs.gov, 575-557-1566) on or before the 
deadline—July 10, 2015.  

GRANT DETAILS: 

The successful recipient(s) of the travel grant will be 
eligible for reimbursement of conference-related 
expenses up to $500.00 per award.  Only a limited 
number of travel grants will be awarded. Grant 
recipients will be notified by email by July 17, 2015. 

 

The following conditions apply to each grant: 

 

 OFWIM will reimburse each grant recipient 
conference-related expenses (up to $500), provided 
that expenses are reasonable.  Expenses eligible for 
reimbursement include: registration fees, airfare, 
transportation, lodging, meals and incidental 
expenses.  Alternately, recipients may choose to have 
OFWIM credit the award toward registration and 
hotel expenses incurred at the meeting.  Field trip 
costs will not be reimbursed. 

 Each award recipient is responsible for making his/her 
own travel arrangements and securing all 
reservations with a personal credit card. 

 Each award recipient will provide copies of expense 
receipts to the OFWIM Treasurer after the 
conference has concluded and prior to receiving 
reimbursement. 

ANNOUNCING THE 3RD ANNUAL OFWIM INNOVATION AWARD! 

The Organization of Fish 
and Wildlife Information 
Managers invites individuals 
and conservation agencies/
organizations to apply for 
our OFWIM Innovation 
Award, which recognizes 
e x c e l l e n c e  i n  t h e 

advancement of fish and wildlife information management 
technology or processes. Nominated projects/applications 
will be evaluated for their technical accomplishment, 
innovation, success in meeting their stated goals, and/or 
success in developing and sustaining partnership. Eligibility 

for this award is open. Nominees may be individuals or 
agencies/organizations, but the nominee must have retained 
creative control over any website or technical application. 
The form may be used to nominate the submitter’s work or 
that of others. 

The winning individual or organization will receive a 1-year 
free membership to OFWIM, as well as recognition at the 
2015 OFWIM conference in Virginia, and on the OFWIM 
website. To obtain an application form, please visit the 
OFWIM website: www.ofwim.org. 

For additional information, please contact Kristin Rogers at 
(352) 301-4590, or email: kristin.rogers@myfwc.com. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/OFWIM_TravelGrant2015
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2015 OFWIM CONFERENCE 

TRAVEL GRANT APPLICATION FORM 

Name:  Date:  

Position Title:    

Agency/Organization:    

Address:    

Phone:  Fax:  

Email:    

Please scan and email this form by July 10, 2015 to: 
 
Julie Prior-Magee: jpmagee@usgs.gov, (575) 557-1566 
 
Questions regarding the grant application process should be directed to Julie Prior-Magee. Applications can also be 
made online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/OFWIM_TravelGrant2015 or an electronic version of the 
form can be downloaded from www.ofwim.org. 
Grant Recipients will be chosen and contacted by email by July 17, 2015. 

  
Estimated 

Cost to Attend  
I can cover 
these costs:  

I need help 
with these 

costs: 

       

Travel - Airfare          

       

Travel - Car          

                    _____mi @ $_____/mi or rental fee      

       

Lodging                   _____ nights @ $_______/night         

(room sharing is not required but 
can minimize costs)       

       

Meals (some are covered with registration)         

       

Registration Fee          

       

Other costs? (explain)         

       

TOTAL          
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2015 OFWIM CONFERENCE 

STUDENT RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP AWARD FOR LOCAL STUDENTS 

PURPOSE: 

The Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information 
Managers (OFWIM) Student Research Scholarship 
recognizes academic and professional excellence among 
students enrolled full-time in fisheries and wildlife-
related curricula at an accredited college or university, 
with research or studies emphasizing wildlife information 
management and/or geographic information systems 
(GIS).  This scholarship award supports student research 
as well as attendance at the OFWIM Conference and 
Annual meeting.  To learn more about OFWIM, visit the 
web site (http://www.ofwim.org). 

 

CRITERIA: 

The Award will be made to one graduate student who is 
local to the conference and working towards a graduate 
program, such as a Graduate Certificate Program, 
Master’s degree or PhD.  Membership in OFWIM is not 
required for eligibility. 

The Elections, Nominations, and Awards Committee will 
award the scholarship based on the following criteria:  

Quality of Applicant 

Academic background suitable for project 

Academic opportunities the student has engaged 

Motivation: sincere curiosity and interest in topic or 
research experience 

Faculty advisor’s assessment of the student’s 
performance and potential 

Has promise of future professional involvement and 
significant contribution toward the field of fish and 
wildlife-related information management or 
technology 

Quality of Research Project 

Student’s level of participation in the research 

Student’s effort, commitment, and enthusiasm for 
the project 

Project contains significant elements of advancement 
of fish and wildlife information management 

processes,  or introduces new technology for such, 
or new uses of existing technology. 

Project may be part of an ongoing thesis/
dissertation, but student must be able to demonstrate 
significant progress of the project during the year the 
scholarship is in effect, if awarded. 

The award recipient must present a formal paper on the 
research project prospectus during the  OFWIM 2015 
Conference and Annual Meeting to be held in 
Williamsburg, Virginia,  Sep 27 – Oct 1, 2015.    

The recipient must also present a formal paper on the 
research project results or significant progress during the 
following year’s OFWIM 2016 Conference and 
Annual Meeting. 

 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 

Any qualified student may apply for the scholarship 
by completing the Student Application Form, Part I 
(attached).  The student's faculty advisor must verify 
the accuracy of all information provided in Part I.  In 
addition, the faculty advisor must complete and sign 
Part II of the application.  

The completed and signed application form (Parts I 
and II) must be received by the Committee Chair on 
or before the deadline – July 31, 2015.  

The scholarship will be available on an annual basis. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: 

The successful recipient of the scholarship will be 
eligible for a $1000 scholarship toward the research 
project, awarded as two $500 awards, the first to be 
presented at the 2015 Conference, and the second 
upon completion of the project at the 2016 
Conference. 

In addition, the recipient will be awarded a waived 
registration fee for a 1-day conference registration 
the first year, and up to $1000 conference travel 
reimbursement to the full conference the second 
year. 
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ORGANIZATION OF F ISH & WILDLIFE INFORMATION MANAGERS 

2015 LOCAL STUDENT RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM  

The Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Managers (OFWIM) Student Research Scholarship 
program recognizes academic and professional excellence among students enrolled in fisheries and wild-
life-related curricula at an accredited college or university, with research or studies emphasizing wildlife 
information management and/or GIS. 

Send either (1) one digital copy (Parts I and II) to: 

 Beth Stys, OFWIM Elections, Nominations, and Awards Committee 
 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
 620 South Meridian Street 
 Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
 beth.stys@myfwc.com 

For additional information, contact Beth Stys at the above e-mail address.  

APPLICATION DEADLINE:  July 31, 2o15.  (The recipient will be notified by August 31, 2015.) 

Part I. To be completed by the applicant. 

Applicant:         

Mailing Address:         

Phone:   Email:     

College/University:         

Major:         

      

Status: Undergraduate - BA/BS Expected graduation date:   

(check one) Graduate - MS Year started:   

  Year completed:   

  Expected graduation date:  

 Graduate - PhD Year started:  

  Expected graduation date:   

     

Grade Point Average:   BA/BS   

   MS   

   PhD   

mailto:beth.stys@myfwc.com
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ORGANIZATION OF F ISH & WILDLIFE INFORMATION MANAGERS 

2015 LOCAL STUDENT RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM  

Part I, continued. 

1. Describe your career goals and knowledge of information management and/or GIS as related to 
aquatic or wildlife-related sciences. Include any leadership qualities and professional activities you 
have had in your field of study (e.g., presentations, publications, memberships, symposia, awards, 
etc.), if applicable. 

2. Provide the title and a brief abstract of the research paper you would present at the OFWIM 
Conferences, if selected for this scholarship. 

3. Attach copy of transcript from your current institution of higher learning (does not have to be an 
official copy). 

 

 

Applicant Signature:_________________________________________Date:_____________ 

Note: the information in Part I must be verified and signed by the Faculty Advisor: 

 

 

Advisor Signature:__________________________________________Date:_____________ 
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ORGANIZATION OF F ISH & WILDLIFE INFORMATION MANAGERS 

2015 LOCAL STUDENT RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM  

1. How long have you known the applicant? 

2. What leadership traits has the applicant demonstrated in the aquatic– or wildlife-related sciences? Do 
you see future potential in this applicant with regard to participation in professional organizations 
such as OFWIM? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advisor Signature:__________________________________________Date:_____________ 

Part II. To be completed by the applicant's Faculty Advisor. 

Applicant:         

Advisor:         

Advisor's Phone:   Email:     
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A Python dictionary is a temporary data structure like a 
fancy list in which each element is a key:value pair. Like 
post office boxes where each box has a number/name 
(the key) that allows access to its content (the value) 
without iterating through them all. The value can be 
anything—an integer, text string, list, or another 
dictionary. When dictionaries are the values inside 
another dictionary, they are said to be “nested.” 

Why nest dictionaries? It’s a good way to load a complex 
relational database entirely into RAM. First we load the 
data from each table row into a dictionary keyed by the 
column names. Then we load those dictionaries as values 
into another dictionary keyed by the row numbers. 
Finally we load these nested row-column dictionaries 
into a third dictionary keyed by the table name. 

To retrieve a dictionary value, we set a variable equal to 
the dictionary name with the desired key in square 

brackets: variable = dictionaryName[key] 

For nested dictionaries, this requires a line of code for 
each level. In this example, we want the value from the 
“2015” column in the “Maine” row of the “OFWIM 
Members” table: 

dOrg = dTables[“OFWIM Members”] 

dState = dOrg[“Maine”] 

Me2015Mems = dState[2015] 

Kind of clunky, isn’t it? But here’s the short-hand way: 

Me2015Mems = dTables[“OFWIM Members”][“Maine”][2015] 

The syntax is to just keep adding values in square 
brackets for each level in the nested hierarchy, allowing 
us to drill down all the way to the bottom in a single 
statement. Cool, huh? 

So how do we populate these nested dictionaries? It’s 
just like getting it out, only backwards. Here we’re 
loading a list of OFWIM members for Maine in 2015 
into the year dictionary nested in the state dictionary 

nested in the tables dictionary of which OFWIM is one 
table element. 

dTables[“OFWIM Members”][“Maine”][2015] = MemberList 

That’s getting data in & out; complementary processes 
that look pretty similar. But how do we create that 
nested structure to begin with? We can create an empty 
dictionary by assigning the dictionary name equal to a 
pair of curly braces: 

dick = {} 

We populate it then for each key:value pair 

dick[key1] = value1 

If value1 is a dictionary object, it’s up to us to create and 

populate that object correctly before assigning it to key1. 

But if we tell Python when we create dick that its value 
will be dictionary objects, then we can use Python’s 
built-in functions to help us create and maintain those 
objects as proper dictionaries. Python has a built-in 

function called defaultdict() in the collections module, 
which we can import: 

from collections import defaultdict 

dick = defaultdict(dict) 

Python now knows that dick will be a new dictionary 
with values that will themselves be dictionary objects. 
That’s one level of hierarchy. To create multiple levels 

of nesting in a single line of code, we can use the lambda 

keyword to nest the defaultdict() function calls: 

from collections import defaultdict 

dick = defaultdict(lamdbda: defaultdict(lambda: defaultdict(list))) 

Each repetition of defaultdict is creating another level of 
dictionary objects. This statement creates a 3-level 
hierarchy of nested dictionaries where the lowest level 
has values that are list objects and the higher levels have 
values that are dictionary objects. 

I hope that makes sense. Try writing some code with it 
and see if you can get it to work for you! 

Better yet, test yourself by trying to write a working 
Python program with the example above both long-hand 
and short-hand (answers on the next page!). 

 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Below are the long-hand and short-hand versions of the 
code necessary to create a 3-level nested dictionary in 
Python, load data into it, and retrieve data from it. The 
long version takes 9 lines of code, whereas the short 
version takes only 4. That difference would be 
multiplied every time we loaded data into or accessed 
data from the nested dictionaries, so these short-cuts can 

make a big difference! Remember (or Python will 
remind you): CasE seNSiTiVity maTTers!!!! 

(Continued from page 12) 
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OFWIM MEMBER PROFILE 

How did you get started in OFWIM? 

My first OFWIM meeting was in 1999, in Stateline, 
Nevada – the 4th National Microcomputer Applications 
in Fish and Wildlife Conference. I didn’t know anything 
about OFWIM and really didn’t connect to the group 
until the next time I attended a conference – 2003 in 
Rapid City, South Dakota.  

What roles have you played in OFWIM? 

At the 2003 conference I was asked to run for Member-
at-Large. So, I quickly became involved, serving as MAL 
for 2003/2004. I then served as President Elect 
(2004/2005), President (2005/2006) and Past President 
(2006/2007). I have served on the Data Standards and 
Technology Trends (past) and the Elections, 
Nominations and Awards (current) Committees. I have 
moderated sessions at several conferences and help 
organize and conduct the Student Scholarship Fund 
Raiser – Raffle. 

That’s impressive! OFWIM depends so much on 
the involvement of our members. Which 
OFWIM conference has been your favorite? 

It is really hard to pick a favorite. I have been to 13 
OFWIM conferences and they have all been great. I 
really enjoyed the natural settings of the Kentucky and 
Maine conferences. A bonus for the Maine conference – 
I took a few extra days to drive up to New Brunswick 
(first time in Canada) and did some exploring. I also 
enjoyed the Tallahassee conference, serving as the  local 
host/President Elect – taking everyone on the field trips 
and showcasing some of north Florida’s great natural 
resources, getting the rare treat of seeing Manatees with 
a group of non-Floridians and Robin Carlson’s 
excitement over an assortment of spiders. 

Who doesn’t get excited about spiders? If you 
could pick any place for a future OFWIM 
conference, where would it be and why? 

I think I would pick somewhere in the Northwest – 
maybe Wyoming, Montana or Idaho. Mostly for 
personal preferences – cool new places I haven’t spent 

much time exploring yet, but also for attracting new 
membership from an area that has had low 
participation. Looking at a map of all past OFWIM 
conferences – we have done a really good job at 
distributing locations across the US.   

Tell us about your work. 

I have worked for the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) for over 23 years. I 
am a Research Administrator within FWC’s Fish and 
Wildlife Research Institute, Center for Spatial Analysis. 
My first role within FWC was to write habitat 
protection guidelines for species that might be impacted 
by large-scale development. After several years, I began 
migrating into more spatial analysis/GIS work. Most of 

(Continued on page 15) 

Beth Stys 
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this work has focused on landscape level, statewide 
conservation planning, including imperiled species 
protection, terrestrial and freshwater aquatic 
conservation area identification and prioritization, 
species habitat modeling and land cover mapping. I serve 
as FWC’s co-lead for our Climate Change Adaptation 
WorkGroup – leading an effort to develop an 
Adaptation Guide for natural resources managers. I am 
an instructor for two NCTC climate courses – Climate 
Change Vulnerability Assessment and Climate Smart 
Conservation. I recently (Aug 2014) became half-time 
Science Coordinator for the Peninsular Florida 
Landscape Conservation Cooperative and am currently 
serving as the South Atlantic LCC Steering Committee 
chair. 

Any thoughts on how you’d like to see OFWIM 
grow/change in the future? 

I really enjoy the small, tight-knit community of the 
OFWIM membership. Each conference is like a family 

reunion (with family members you enjoy visiting ). I 
think there is some room for growth while still 
maintaining the tight-knit community. I would like to 
see OFWIM continue to engage a diversity of 
practitioners from federal, state, private, University, 
NGOs, … I think we should continue to engage with 
other, larger, organizations (TWS, AFS, regional orgs – 
SEAFWA) and somehow become the information 
management forum for those entities.  I am excited on 
the progress OFWIM has made on elevating the student 
scholarship to a multi-year research focused scholarship. 
I would like to see OFWIM continue to work on 
engaging students and young professionals. 

(Continued from page 14) 

Membership Year:  it’s now just the calendar year, Jan 1 to 
Dec 31. So it’s probably time to renew! 

Individual Memberships ($30/year) are entitled to vote 
in OFWIM elections, participate in OFWIM committees, and 
to hold office.  

Student Members ($10/year) are entitled to vote in 
OFWIM elections, participate in OFWIM committees, and to 
hold office. They must currently be enrolled in an accredited 
graduate/undergraduate degree program and obtain the 
signature of their official faculty advisor on their membership 
application. Membership can be renewed if the student 
continues to be officially enrolled in the degree program for 
the following calendar year.  

Retired Members ($10/year) are entitled to vote in 
OFWIM elections, participate in OFWIM committees, and to 
hold office.  

Organizational Members ($150/year) are entitled to 6 
(for the price of 5!) OFWIM General Memberships with the 
same privileges as Individual Members. State and federal 
government agencies, non-governmental organizations, and 
other groups whose mission involves management of fish and 
wildlife populations or habitat are encouraged to become 
OFWIM organizational members. The organization must list 
the names of the individual members at the time of payment. 

OFWIM MEMBERSHIPS 

http://www.bigstockphoto.com/image-11239937/stock-photo-time-to-renew-clock
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Alabama Natural Heritage 
Program: Michael Barbour 
 
Atlantic Coastal Cooperative 
Statistics Program: Julie Defilippi 
 
Arizona Game & Fish 
Department:  
Jami Kuzek, Julie Mikolajczyk, Ryan 
Nosek, Frances Peck, Sabra Tonn 
 
Canadian Wildlife Service:  
Eric Woodsworth 
 
Colorado Division of Wildlife: 
Don Schrupp (retired) 
 
Colorado Parks & Wildlife: 
Andrew Treble 
 
Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources: Melanie Riley 
 
Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission: 
Kristin Rogers, Beth Stys 
 
Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries & Wildlife: 
Jason Czapiga, Amy Meehan, Don 
Katnik, MaryEllen Wickett 
 
Missouri Department of 
Conservation: Tim Bixler, Dorothy 
Butler, Chris Cloyd, Douglas Fees, 
Julie Fleming, Joe Kirby, Kevin 
Lanahan, Philip Marley, Mark Roberts, 
Joel Sartwell, Craig Scroggins, Tony 
Spicci, Chris Wieberg 
 
Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission: Keith Hurley 
 
New Mexico Game & Fish: 
Chuck Hayes 
 

 

 

Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission: 

Stan Allen, Michael Banach, Robin 
Carlson, Anne Elston, Van Hare, Brett 
Holycross, Bill Kinney, Sharon 
Powers, Kiira Siitari, Chris Wheaton, 
Greg Wilke, Karen Wilson 
 
Southern Environmental Law 
Center: Shannon Chapin Groff 
 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency 
Lynn Barrett, Jeanette Jones, Susan 
Lanier, Rick Morris, Wilma Newsom, 
Greg Wathen 
 
Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department 
Dyanne Cortez, Danny Lewis, Jon 
Purvis, Jimmy White (no longer at 
TPWD) 
 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: 
Tim Smith 

U.S. Geological Survey: 
Jennifer Bayer, Jennifer Carlino, Julie 
Prior-Magee, Annie Simpson, Lisa 
Zolly 
 
Virginia Department of Game & 
Inland Fisheries: 
Amy Ewing, Karen Horodysky, 
Deepthi Janga, Blair Jones, Jay 
Kapalczynski, Ed Laube, Brian Moyer,  
Lenee Pennington, Justin Ray (no 
longer at VDGIF), Jesse Suders, Susan 
Watson, Jim Husband 
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OFWIM OFFICERS 

President President 
Elect 

Secretary Treasurer Member-At-
Large 

Past 
President 

  

    

Kristin  
Rogers 

Keith  
Hurley 

Jeanette  
Jones 

Jay  
Kapalczynski 

Amy  
Ewing 

Jim  
Husband 

OFWIM COMMITTEES 

Communications, 
Membership & 

Outreach 

Training & 
Education 

Data Standards 
& Technology 

Trends 

Elections, 
Nominations,  

& Awards 

Conference 
Planning 

Newsletter 
Editor 

      

CHAIR: 
Julie Defilippi 

 
MEMBERS: 

Dyanne Cortez 
Jeanette Jones 

Don Katnik 
Danny Lewis 

Julie Prior-Magee 
MaryEllen Wickett 

CHAIR: 
Michael Barbour 

 
MEMBERS: 
Amy Ewing 

Jay Kapalczynski 
Julie Mikolajczyk 

Don Schrupp 

CHAIR: 
Philip Marley 

 
MEMBERS: 

Michael Barbour 
Jule Defilippi 
Amy Ewing 
Jacque Schei 
Tim Smith 

Eric Woodsworth 

CHAIR: 
Jim Husband 

 
MEMBERS: 
Danny Lewis 

Kristin Rogers 
Beth Stys 

Sabra Tonn 

CHAIR: 
Keith Hurley 

 
VICE-CHAIR: 
Kristin Rogers 

 
MEMBERS: 
Julie Fleming 

Karen Horodysky 
Jim Husband 

Jeanette Jones 
Jay Kapalczynski 

Julie Prior-Magee 
Rick Morris 

Lenee Pennington 
Beth Stys 

Sabra Tonn 
Susan Watson 

Don Katnik 
 

Editor’s Note to 
the Reader: 

 

Thought I’d fill  
some of the 

unavoidable 
blank spots in 
the newsletter 

with a few data/
technology jokes. 

If you don’t 
think they’re 

funny don’t feel 
bad—my dog 

doesn’t think I’m 
funny, either. 

Individual contact information is available in the Member Profiles Section at ofwim.groupsite.com 

http://ofwim.groupsite.com

