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Happy Holidays, OFWIM! 

 

As we gear up for another great year with OFWIM, I 
would like to welcome the newest members of the 
Executive Committee—Amy Ewing and Jay 
Kapalczynski.  Amy will be serving as Member-at-
Large and Jay as Treasurer.  Jay graciously accepted 
the Treasurer appointment after Justin Ray moved on 
from his position at Virginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries (VA DGIF).  Amy and Jay both work 
for VA DGIF.  Welcome Amy and Jay! 

I would like to thank all the members who participated 
in the Conference Feedback Survey at this year’s 
meeting.  Your feedback is tremendously helpful.  The 
Executive Committee has reviewed the survey results 
(thank you Jeanette for compiling those), and the most 
frequent comment was that you would like to see a 
greater amount of time allotted for talks to help 
facilitate with the transition time between 
presentations.  The conference planning committee is 
aware of the request and will be mindful of it as we 
plan for our 2015 meeting in Williamsburg, VA.  

Committees are the heart and soul of OFWIM and one 
of the best ways to get the most out of your OFWIM 

membership.  Participating in a committee gives you 
the chance to help shape the direction that OFWIM 
will take in the coming year.  Committee participation 
also helps you build and foster professional 
relationships with fellow OFWIM members 
throughout the year.  I strongly encourage everyone to 
join a committee, or even two committees.  This 
organization is what our members make it, so we need 
to hear your voice.  Most committees meet on a 
monthly basis for about an hour and the various 
committee tasks are divvied out among the group.  
Even with our busy schedules, most of us can find an 
hour a month to dedicate to a committee, so if you’ve 
been thinking about joining a committee in the past, 
now is the time.  There are several committees to 
choose from, so please contact the chair of the 
committee(s) that interest you and help us plan for 
another outstanding year (see the section on 
Committee Chairs and members in this newsletter).   

I wish you all a relaxing holiday season filled with 
family and friends and I look forward to working with 
you in the New Year.   

Kristin Rogers 

2015 OFWIM President 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE 
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Thanks to the 2014 Conference Planning 
Committee, another great OFWIM 
Conference  is “in the bag.”  Like past 
conferences, it was full of interesting 
technical presentations and workshops 
thanks to those who shared their 
knowledge and expertise. Of course, 
connecting with other professionals who 
speak your language and share your 
interests is really the core of OFWIM. 
Some of the most valuable interactions 
occurred outside the meeting rooms at one 
of the conference social events or on the 
field trips. Sunset Crater, Wupatki 
National Monument, and Oak Creek 
Canyon were truly spectacular (although 
with the thin air and bright sun, a few 
OFWIMmers got a little winded/baked).  

2014 CONFERENCE H IGHLIGHTS 
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At over 7,000 feet in elevation, the 
beautiful Flagstaff area made this conference 
one of the highest in recent history. The 
banquet at Lowell Observatory was not only 
a fantastic feed but a fascinating 
opportunity to learn about “planet” Pluto, 
our solar system, and the galaxy beyond. 
Captain Jack Sparrow was in attendance 
and accompanied the 2014 GeoCache 
winners on their travels home and beyond—
watch upcoming editions for news and 
photos of his continuing exploits to OFWIM 
2015 in Williamsburg, Virginia!    

2014 CONFERENCE H IGHLIGHTS 
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OFWIM MEMBER PROFILE 

OFWIM: Keith, what is your Quest? 

Keith: Well, world domination might 
work.  But there’s too much PR work 
involved, so let’s go with becoming 
filthy rich.  Wait, then people will never 
leave me alone and I won’t be able to 
find solitude and fish in peace.  Run for 
political office?  Nah, I’ve been in state 
government too long for that to even 
begin to be appealing.  Let’s go with 
raising three well-rounded kids prepared 
for life in an increasingly scary world and 
serving and enjoying our God-given 
natural resources to the best of my ability. 

OFWIM: Good plan—no sense holding back. Which 
OFWIM conference has been your favorite and why? 

Keith: OFWIM does such a great job it’s hard to pick a 
single one.  My first conference was at the NCTC and it 
was probably my favorite facility.  Our meeting in Maine 
was probably my favorite for location, field trips, and 
ambiance.  Arizona was probably my favorite for the 
program as well the banquet meal being a top 5 meal in 
my life!   

OFWIM: That was a good feed indeed. What roles 
have you served in OFWIM? 

Keith: Jester, presentation filler, pack mule, but I jest.  
I’ve been happily involved with the Conference Planning 
Committee over the last year and have enjoyed the 
fervor and willingness that OFWIM members bring to 
their participation. 

OFWIM: And then there’s this little ‘President-
Elect’ stuff—that’s doing a real solid! What do you 
like the most about being an OFWIM member and 
how has OFWIM helped you professionally? 

Keith: For me, OFWIM membership (and other 
professional societies as well) really comes down to two 
things: information transfer and networking.  I always 
tell my supervisor, every time I’ve gone to OFWIM I’ve 

come back with ideas or techniques or 
philosophies that I have immediately put 
into play.  I have never come back 
without some tangible benefit.  In 
addition, the contacts, acquaintances, 
and friends I’ve made through OFWIM 
have proved to be invaluable resources.  
Through the many discussions from 
OFWIM I have a better understanding 
of how other states and agencies are 
dealing with data and technology issues 
which lets me better approach the same 
issues in my own job. 

OFWIM: Tell us about that. 

Keith: I am the very definition of a “Jack-of-All-Trades/
Master-of-None.”  I was educated and worked for 7 
years as a district fisheries biologist and now work within 
the Fisheries Division of the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission as a Fish and Wildlife Specialist.  The 
informal title for my position is Fisheries Database 
Manager, although I would paraphrase that to be 
Fisheries Division Information Manager and Research 
Specialist.  I categorize my duties into three areas.  First, 
I am responsible for the data collected by fisheries 
division staff.  Gathering, storing, and data mining 
fishery sampling data, creel study data, hatchery 
operations, and other operational systems is the principal 
responsibility of my position.  This includes not only the 
day-to-day work with our data, but also the 
development and operation of our data systems and 
software; which means I get to be a code monkey 
sometimes as well.  Second, I work as a fishery research 
specialist for the agency and am a principal investigator 
on a number of research projects including a large, state-
wide creel and angler behavior project with the 
University of Nebraska – Lincoln.  I am also involved 
with human dimensions research conducted by the 
Fisheries Division and have conducted the last two 

(Continued on page 5) 

Meet Keith Hurley 
The Man, The Legend, The Next OFWIM President 
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statewide angler surveys.  Finally, I oversee the 
division’s IT budgeting and purchasing. 

OFWIM: Sounds like you keep pretty busy! Any 
thoughts on how you might like to see OFWIM 
grow/change in the future? 

Keith: I have never subscribed to the notion that growth 
or change is inherently good.  To that end, I enjoy 
OFWIM just the way it is!  For me, the reason I choose 
to attend some conferences and societies over others is 
because of the interactions with other professionals.  I 
always have said the most beneficial things that come out 
of any conference attendance are not the presentations 
or workshops, but the conversations in the hallways or 

over dinner and the regional, national, and international 
connections that one can develop with folks trying to 
solve the same problems that plague us all.  For me, 
anything OFWIM can do to encourage attendance to our 
annual meeting or make it easier for folks to attend in 
person is critical to what OFWIM has to provide its 
members.  We’re only going to be as good as the 
members we bring to the table and how interactive 
(maybe I should say social) we can encourage folks to be 
when we’re together.  OFWIM has a tremendous 
reputation for encouraging activities and interactions 
outside of the presentations sessions.  The more we can 
offer field trips, socials, workshops, and even things as 
simple as planned meals will be what continues to make 
OFWIM such an attractive and valuable resource to me. 

(Continued from page 4) 

OFWIM MEMBER PROFILE 

OFWIM Members, 

On September 29th this year I had the pleasure of 
presenting the keynote address at your 2014 OFWIM 
meeting in Flagstaff. I have spent the last few years 
working on a number of technologies related to 
expanding performance and operational lifetimes of 
wildlife telemetry systems. Despite this fact, this was my 
first presentation to an audience comprised mostly of 
users of such technology and the data they collect. I 
really enjoyed giving the presentation, because it is rare 
that I get to present about the “big picture” of my work. 
Additionally, I was very impressed by your group’s 
warm reception and engaging conversation about not 
just the technology I presented, but also what is on the 
horizon.  

With the ever decreasing cost and increasing 
performance of microelectronics, wildlife telemetry 
systems will likely see expanded capabilities in coming 
years. Additionally, rapid manufacturing techniques like 
3D printing are helping to drastically reduce cost and 
time associated with system fabrication. Given these 

facts, I encourage members in your community to seek 
out engineering partners (academic or otherwise) to 
speed and guide the coming changes for wildlife 
observational systems. Data that may seem impossible or 
impractical to collect might be easy from an engineering 
standpoint, or may become easy in coming years. 
Engineers like solving problems. This, combined with 
the inherent importance of a better understanding of our 
ecosystems, makes design problems in this area very 
motivating for myself and my colleagues.  

Sincerely, 

Michael W. Shafer, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Mechanical Engineering 
Northern Arizona University 
Phone: 928.523.8696 
Email: michael.shafer@nau.edu 

A NON-OFWIM MEMBER’S PERSPECTIVE 

ON THE 2014 OFWIM CONFERENCE 
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OFWIM MEMBERS 
Individual contact information is available in the Member Profiles Section at ofwim.groupsite.com 

Alabama Natural Heritage 
Program 
Michael Barbour 

Atlantic Coastal Cooperative 
Statistics Program 
Julie Defilippi 

Arizona Game & Fish 
Department 
Jami Kuzek 
Julie Mikolajczyk 
Ryan Nosek 
Frances Peck 
Sabra Tonn 

Canadian Wildlife Service 
Eric Woodsworth 

Colorado Division of Wildlife 
Don Schrupp (retired) 

Colorado Parks & Wildlife 
Andrew Treble 

Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
Kristin Rogers 
Beth Stys 

Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries & Wildlife 
Jason Czapiga 
Amy Meehan 
Don Katnik 
MaryEllen Wickett 

Missouri Department of 
Conservation 
Tim Bixler 
Dorothy Butler 
Chris Cloyd 

Douglas Fees 
Julie Fleming 
Joe Kirby 
Kevin Lanahan 
Philip Marley 
Mark Roberts 
Joel Sartwell 
Craig Scroggins 
Tony Spicci 
Chris Wieberg 

Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission 
Keith Hurley 

New Mexico Game & Fish 
Chuck Hayes 

Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission 
Stan Allen 
Michael Banach 
Robin Carlson 
Anne Elston 
Van Hare 
Brett Holycross 
Bill Kinney 
Sharon Powers 
Kiira Siitari 
Chris Wheaton 
Greg Wilke 
Karen Wilson 

Southern Environmental Law 
Center 
Shannon Chapin Groff 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency 
Lynn Barrett 

Jeanette Jones 
Susan Lanier 
Rick Morris 
Wilma Newsom 
Greg Wathen 

Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department 
Dyanne Cortez 
Danny Lewis 
Jon Purvis 
Jimmy White (no longer at TPWD) 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Tim Smith 

U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Bayer 
Jennifer Carlino 
Julie Prior-Magee 
Annie Simpson 
Lisa Zolly 

Virginia Department of Game & 
Inland Fisheries 
Amy Ewing 
Karen Horodysky 
Deepthi Janga 
Blair Jones 
Jay Kapalczynski 
Ed Laube 
Brian Moyer 
Lenee Pennington 
Justin Ray (no longer at VDGIF) 
Jesse Suders 
Susan Watson 
Jim Husband 

CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS. . .  

OFWIM, the Fisheries and Information Technology 
Section (FITS) of the American Fisheries Society (AFS), 
and Pacific Northwest Aquatic Monitoring Partnership 
(PNAMP) will be co-sponsoring a symposium on data 
management practices. We are organizing 1-2 days of 
talks on the components of the data life cycle – plan, 
collect, assure, describe/document, share, analyze, and 

store.  The symposium will be held at the 145th Annual 
Meeting of AFS in Portland, Oregon on August 16-20, 
2015.  The organizing committee is seeking speakers for 
all of the data life cycle components.  If you are 
interested in speaking on any of the above topics, please 
contact Julie Defilippi (julie.defilippi@accsp.org) or 
Andrew Treble (andrew.treble@state.co.us). 

http://ofwim.groupsite.com
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Chimney Rock, CO MonteVista, CO 

Shiprock, NM 
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2014 CONFERENCE RAFFLE DONATIONS  

ESRI (Esther Worker) 

GIS tutorial for Python Scripting 
 
Chris Gerecke 

SoundFreaq rechargeable bluetooth 
speaker 

Bedol water clock 
 
Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 

Metal coffee mug with lid 

2 t-shirts “SCAT Happens” 

2 “Critters of Florida” guides 

2 Florida’s animated animal alphabet 
posters 

2 DVDs: “Living With Black Bears” 

2 signed and numbered prints—
Bobcat (artist Peggy Perkerson) 

9 Project Wild pencils 
 
Florida Forest Service 

2 t-shirts, “Friends of Florida State 
Forests” 

 
Shannon Groff 

North Carolina honey 
 
Jim Husband 

Bottle of wine  and bottle of beer 
from Williamsburg Winery 

 
 

Shelly Kortgaard 

3 business card holders 

ENVI mouse pads 
 
Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries & Wildlife 

2014 NEAFWA fleece vest 

2 Maine duck stamp art prints 

3 posters 

Bat art print by D. D. Tyler 
 
Missouri Department of 
Conservation 

Book: “Show Me Herps” 

Book: “Cooking Wild in Missouri” 

2 thermal mugs from the mid-
America GIS Consortium 
(MAGIC) 

 
South Environmental Law Center 

Book: “The Forest Unseen” 
 
Beth Stys 

Florida TWS travel mug 

3 sea glass pendants 

Framed “stained glass” (Maine sea 
glass) OFWIM logo 

 
John Stys 

2 handmade wooden cutting boards 

3 handmade wine bottle stoppers 

3 handmade turned pens 
 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency 

Miniature ship’s wheel wall 
decoration 

2 polo shirts, “Tennessee Watchable 
Wildlife” 

6 t-shirts, TWRA 

Mini TWRA day pack 

3 TWRA travel mugs 

6 posters 
 
Virginia Department of Game & 
Inland Fisheries 

VDGIF pocket knife 

VDGIF 2003 commemorative 
(limited edition) hunting knife 
with presentation box 

20 soft sunglasses cleaning and 
cloth bags 

3 cardinal steins 

3 fox steins 

2 wildlife & bird trails guides 

3 fox plates 

3 cardinal plates 

2 VDGIF 2014-15 calendars 

3 fawn mugs 
 
Eric Woodsworth 

2 Saskatchewan book/calendar sets 
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OFWIM OFFICERS 

President President 
Elect 

Secretary Treasurer Member-At-
Large 

Past 
President 

  

    

Kristin  
Rogers 

Keith  
Hurley 

Jeanette  
Jones 

Jay  
Kapalczynski 

Amy  
Ewing 

Jim  
Husband 

OFWIM COMMITTEES 

Communications, 
Membership & 

Outreach 

Training & 
Education 

Data Standards 
& Technology 

Trends 

Elections, 
Nominations,  

& Awards 

Conference 
Planning 

Newsletter 
Editor 

      

CHAIR: 
Julie Defilippi 

 
MEMBERS: 

Dyanne Cortez 
Jeanette Jones 

Don Katnik 
Danny Lewis 

Julie Prior-Magee 
MaryEllen Wickett 

CHAIR: 
Michael Barbour 

 
MEMBERS: 
Amy Ewing 

Jay Kapalczynski 
Julie Mikolajczyk 

Don Schrupp 

CHAIR: 
Philip Marley 

 
MEMBERS: 

Michael Barbour 
Jule Defilippi 
Amy Ewing 
Jacque Schei 
Tim Smith 

Eric Woodsworth 

CHAIR: 
Jim Husband 

 
MEMBERS: 
Danny Lewis 

Kristin Rogers 
Beth Stys 

Sabra Tonn 

CHAIR: 
Keith Hurley 

 
VICE-CHAIR: 
Kristin Rogers 

 
MEMBERS: 
Julie Fleming 

Karen Horodysky 
Jim Husband 

Jeanette Jones 
Jay Kapalczynski 

Julie Prior-Magee 
Rick Morris 

Lenee Pennington 
Beth Stys 

Sabra Tonn 
Susan Watson 

Don Katnik 

Individual contact information is available in the Member Profiles Section at ofwim.groupsite.com 

Awww, that’s the last page? Do you wish the OFWIM newsletter was 
longer? We do, too! We’re always looking for additional material. If 
you’re working on a new project or with some interesting technology 
or would just like to express an opinion on something relevant to 
OFWIM, just email donald.katnik@maine.gov. Next newsletter will 
be in March 2015! 

http://ofwim.groupsite.com

