
Greetings OFWIM family!  It is my privilege to greet everyone as the new OF-

WIM president.  The recent conference at the National Conservation Training 

Center (NCTC) in Shepherdstown, West Virginia was another success.  We had 

excellent weather, fantastic accommodations, great field trips, and thought pro-

voking sessions.  

Old friends gath-

ered after ses-

sions and new 

friends were wel-

comed.  For the 

second year, Beth 

Stys stumped eve-

ryone with 

“where in the 

world” competi-

tion during the 

Hacker’s Ball. 

The aspect that I measure as success during the conferences is how much net-

working goes on between sessions, at meals, and after hours.  This is an aspect 

that I have found to be immeasurable when writing my out-of-state reports for my 

agency.  The contacts and ideas for follow up that are generated during this 

“down” time is just as valuable as the sessions themselves. 

I want to take a moment to thank everyone on the executive committee from last 

year as well as the meeting planning committee, and staff at NCTC for their dili-
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gence in ensuring a great conference.  Glenn Gravatt came through time and again 

to assist us in training, field trips, welcome address, and countless other aspects of 

the conference. 

I hope the recent conference sparks resurgence in personal activities in OFWIM.  

There are many ways to be active throughout the year.  These include committees, 

outreach, writing articles for various pro-

fessional newsletters, and joining at an 

organizational membership.  Commit-

tees should be starting soon.  Informa-

tion regarding activities, participation 

and contacts can be found at the web 

site.  Outreach can be accomplished at 

any level, whether displaying an OF-

WIM award in your office, a travel re-

port that went to others in your agency 

or speaking to others that might have similar interests. 

Please feel free to contact me with any ideas of how OFWIM can continue to grow 

and prosper.  My contact information has changed, but can be found on the       

OFWIM web page.  I look forward to an active year. 

      Best regards,  
 
 
 Sabra Schwartz  
       2008 OFWIM President 

New contact information: 

  Sabra Schwartz 

  HDMS Program Supervisor 

  AZ Game & Fish Dept. WMHB 

  5000 W. Carefree Hwy 

  Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000 

  Voice: 623.236.7618 

  Fax: 623.236.7366 

  sschwartz@azgfd.gov 
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For all the 

latest        

OFWIM      

information 

visit 
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GIS Web-based Technical Application Award 
 
This award recognizes excellence in the development and deployment of a wildlife information-related 
Web-based technical application using primarily GIS technologies. Judges evaluate these applications 
based on technical accomplishment, usability, currency of information, and measures of success. The 
award is made based on a competitive application process. Applicants may nominate their own work or 
that of others. 
 
Winner: Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources Tagged Fish Reporter 
Clay Cottingim 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Tagged Fish Reporter is a Web-based application that 
allows anglers to use an interactive map to report catch and record the location of a tagged fish.  The appli-
cation relies on a number of Open Source tools to gather, validate and finally store tagged fish information 
provided by an angler.  Public response to the application has been significant and immediate: the site 
went live on June 30, 2007 and already has over eighty-five tagged fish catches reported on Minnesota 
lakes and rivers as of August 12, 2007. 
 
 
Non-GIS Web-based Technical Application Award 
 
This award recognizes excellence in the development and deployment of a 
wildlife information-related Web-based technical application using primarily 
non-GIS technologies. Judges evaluate these applications based on technical 
accomplishment, usability, currency of information, and measures of success. 
The award is made based on a competitive application process. Applicants 
may nominate their own work or that of others. 
 
Winner: Wildlife Mapping System 
Bill Herrington 
Conservation Management Institute, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University 
 
The Wildlife Mapping system was developed for the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.  
It provides a centralized system that allows everyone from school children to state organizations to record 
their wildlife observations and share this information with others.  Volunteers can visit the Wildlife Map-
ping website, enter their observation data, run reports, and even create online maps that show species dis-
tributions.  Since initial launch in spring 2007, the system has been in use for several months, and during 
that time users have added hundreds of wildlife observations to the system with no problems arising. 
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Best Presentation Award 
 
This award recognizes the best presentation offered at the annual meeting of the Organization of Fish and 
Wildlife Information Managers.  Presentations are evaluated based on their oral delivery, effectiveness of 
accompanying graphics, thoroughness of coverage of the topic, analysis and insight into topic, and rele-
vance to the conference theme. 
 
Winner:  Application of SWReGAP Data: Perspectives from State Wildlife Agencies 
Kenneth G. Boykin 
New Mexico State University 
 
Best Poster Award 
 
This award recognizes the best poster offered at 
the annual meeting of the Organization of Fish 
and Wildlife Information Managers.  Posters are 
evaluated based on the effectiveness of their 
graphics, the thoroughness of their coverage of 
the topic, their analysis and insight into the topic, 
the presenter’s ability to discuss the topic, and 
their relevance to the conference theme. 
 
Winner:  Seabirds as Indicators on Environ-
mental Health: Citizen Scientists Monitor Sea-
bird Mortality throughout the Atlantic Coast 
of the United States 
Julie C. Ellis, Cummings School of Veterinary 
Medicine 
Megan Hines, USGS National Wildlife Health 
Center 
 
 
 
Service Awards 
 
Viv Hutchison, for her service as President for the period of October 2006 to September 2007, and includ-
ing a term as President-Elect from October 2005 to October 2006. 
 
Janet Hess-Herbert, for her service as Member-At-Large for the period of October 2006 to September 
2007. 
 
 

OFWIM Poster Session               Photo: Viv Hutchison 
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Weverton Cliff 

Gary Sprandel—KY Fish and Wildlife Information System 

  

Ten OFWIM members gathered Monday morn-
ing for a hike on the Appalachian Trail.  After 
we crossed into Maryland we were greeted by 
Don Owen, Environmental Protection Specialist 
for the National Park Service.  Don stated the 
trail is 2,180 miles long by 1,000 feet wide and 
is a unique partnership of 5 federal agencies, 14 
states, 8 national forests, and 6 national park ser-
vice units.   The trail is managed by 31 local 
clubs forming the Appalachian Trail Conser-
vancy (www.appalachiantrail.org).    The trail-
head to Weverton Cliff, was at about the halfway 
point of the full trail and Harper's Ferry is head-
quarters for the ATC and NPS.  Due to recent 
surgery, Don didn't join us on the hike, so we 
were led by two able assistants.  

 

It was a beautiful morning as we followed the white blaze mark-
ers of the main Appalachian Trail up the crest of South Mountain. 
This rocky trail switch backed upward through mixed hardwoods 
until we came to a blue spur trail to Weverton Cliff.  As the fog 
lifted over the Potomac River, we had scenic views of Loudon 
Heights in Virginia, and Harper's Ferry in West Virginia was 
peaking out.   Many members broke out GPS units (39o 19.925’, -
77 o 40.602’), and digital cameras for a group photo.   

 

We heard stories of how hikers traveled the trail, using local 
towns as mail drops and being met with food along the way.  Full 
trail hikers adopt trail names, and develop a comradery. 
www.trailjournals.com allows hikers to share their stories. We 
were joined by two hikers; "Old School" who had walked the 
length a few years ago, and a friend who was walking it in sec-
tions.  I'm sure many of us dreamed of one day hiking this trail.   

Field Trip Highlights 

Group photo                                     photo: Daniel Vitchibandha 

Return hike on AT             photo: Shelaine Hetrick 
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OFWIM 2007 Annual Business Meeting 
Shepherdstown, WV 
September 19, 2007 
 
I.  Call to Order 

a.  Meeting was called to order by Viv Hutchison, OFWIM President 
 

II. Determination of Quorum 
a.  There are 97 members in the database. 
b.  There are 40 attendees at the business meeting: quorum is met. 

 
III. Old Business 

a.  President’s message, Viv Hutchison 
 i. Viv welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 ii. Viv was glad that everyone was able to be at the OFWIM conference and also 

the business meeting. 
b.  Officer reports 

 i. 2007 President’s report, Viv Hutchison 
 ii. 2007 Secretary’s report, Robin Carlson 
 iii. 2006 Business Meeting Minutes, Robin Carlson 

1.  Motion:  Bruce Schmidt moved to accept last year’s minutes; motion sec-
onded by Shelaine Curd-Hetrick; motion carried. 

 iv. Treasurer’s report, Aliya Ercelawn 
1.  Treasurer’s quiz: 

a.  How many bank accounts does OFWIM have? (2) 
b.  As of Oct 31, 2006, what was our annual balance? ($32,923.12) 
c.  What was the total amount of money made from organizational 

memberships this year? ($1,600) 
d.  What was current balance as of September 12, 2007? ($34,958.45) 

2.  Motion: Mark Brunner moved to accept 2007 Treasurer’s report; motion 
seconded by Bruce; motion carried. 

b.  Committee Reports 
 i. Outreach Committee, Janet Hess-Herbert 
 ii. Awards and Nominations Committee, Viv Hutchison 
 iii. Communications Committee, Shelaine Curd-Hetrick 
 iv. Meeting Planning Committee, Sabra Schwartz 
 v. Continuing Education Committee 

1.  This committee was inactive this year. 
2.  Suggestions for the coming year: 

a.  Communicate with the membership throughout the year to identify 
conferences and training that would benefit members. 

 vi. Data Standards/Technology Trends 
1.  This committee was inactive this year. 
2.  Scott Anderson would like to restart this committee. His ideas for the com-

ing year include: 

Business Meeting Minutes 
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a.  Write articles for the newsletter on technology trends. 
b.  Look for new committee members. 

IV. Elections 
a.  Slate of Candidates 

 i.  President Elect: Robin Carlson, Shelaine Curd-Hetrick 
 ii.  Member-At-Large: Rick Lorenzen, Jennifer Pollock 

 
V. New Business 

a. Election Results 
 i.  President Elect: Robin Carlson 
 ii.  Member-At-Large: Rick Lorenzen 
 iii.  A new secretary is needed to finish Robin Carlson’s term. 

1. Lisa Zolly volunteered for the position of OFWIM Secretary. 
2. Motion: Mark Brunner moved that Lisa Zolly finish Robin Carlson’s term as 

OFWIM Secretary for the 2007/2008 year; motion seconded by Scott Ander-
son; motion carried. 

 
VI. New President’s Message, Sabra Schwartz 

a. Sabra welcomed everyone to meeting, and thanked them for their attendance, especially at 
such a busy time of year for conferences. 

b. Sabra reminded everyone that OFWIM is a volunteer organization that requires contribu-
tions from its members. 

c. Sabra noted that the Outreach Committee worked harder than ever this year, with disap-
pointing results.  She asked the membership the following: 

 i.  Please share outreach successes with us, especially lessons learned. 
 ii.  Send ideas for better outreach to committee members. 

d. Sabra announced that there would be a discussion after the last session of the conference on 
Thursday about where we go from here: 

 i.  What do we want from OFWIM? 
 ii.  How do we move forward? 
 iii.  How do we get more people involved? 

VI. Awards 
a. Competitive awards were presented to the following: 

 i.  Best GIS Web-based Technical Application 
 ii.  Non-GIS Web-based Technical Application 
 iii.  Best Poster Award (2007 Conference) 
 iv.  Best Presentation Award (2007 Conference), presented the next day 

b. Service Awards were presented to the following: 
 i.  Viv Hutchison for her service as OFWIM President Elect in 2005/2006 and OF-

WIM  President in 2006/2007. 
 ii.  Janet Hess-Herbert for her service as OFWIM Member-At-Large in 2006/07. 

Business Meeting Minutes (continued) 



VIII. Comments and Discussion 
a.  Suggestions for keeping people involved in OFWIM: 

 i.  Bruce Schmidt: Use of OFWIM listserve has greatly decreased.  It was much 
more active a few years ago.  It is an important avenue of communication and 
idea-sharing.  We need to let people know that we have a listserve.  Also, are 
we interested in setting up a portal? 

 ii.  Don Schrupp:  OFWIM used to have a content management system.  This 
function could be served by a portal. 

 iii.  Kirk Keller:  We could make use of blogging software for committee commu-
nication.  This would help provide ideas for where the organization wants to 
go as a whole.  Historically there has been a separation between outreach peo-
ple who are involved in web development and biologists who are involved in 
technical applications.  Does OFWIM want to include more of the outreach 
people in their meetings to help bridge the gap? 

 iv.  Sabra Schwartz:  Her agency requires a report stating how travel benefited her 
project and agency as a whole.  We should all think about why we come to 
OFWIM conferences and what benefit we get from the meeting.  For her, the 
ability to not have to reinvent the wheel is very important.  For example, she 
invited Natureserve to come to the meeting to demonstrate an opportunity to 
build on the work of others 

 v.  Janet Hess-Herbert:  Would like to work on getting blogging/content manage-
ment software.  This would help with the goal of having committee chairs 
meet quarterly. 

 vi.  Shelaine Curd-Hetrick:  Portal should include committee reports.  She would 
also love to use a portal for developing newsletter content. 

 vii.  Scott Anderson:  A number of sites offer free MS SharePoint for content man-
agement. 

 viii.  Viv Hutchison:  Janet Hess-Herbert has suggested using WebEx conferences 
throughout the year to provide educational opportunities for the membership. 

 ix.  Don Schrupp:  Important to re-energize at the regional level throughout the 
year. 

 x.  Janet Hess-Herbert:  OFWIM should get more involved with AFWA.  The 
Wildlife Society is putting together mammal experts for selecting species for 
database inclusion.  They are looking for a database person with a biology 
background. 

 xi.  Sabra Schwartz:  Committees are an opportunity for people who don’t want to 
do public presentations to participate in OFWIM. They offer a one-on-one 
interaction opportunity for people who are more introverted. 

b. Other items: 
 i.  Sabra Schwartz:  A list of attendees’ contact information will be emailed to 

everyone after the meeting. 
 ii.  Sabra Schwartz:  Dates for the next OFWIM conference are in the conference 

packet. 
 iii.  Sabra Schwartz:  Please submit ideas for 2009 conference location to Execu-

tive Committee members. 
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Business Meeting Minutes (continued) 



 
IX. Adjourn 

b.  Motion: Bruce Schmidt moved that the 2007 Annual Business Meeting Adjourn; motion 
seconded by Scott Anderson; motion carried; meeting was adjourned. 

 
 

-- Minutes prepared by Robin Carlson, OFWIM Secretary 
 

Continuing Education Committee Report for 2007: 
 Chair:  Sabra Schwartz (sschwartz@azgfd.gov) 
 Vice-chair:  vacant 
 
This committee has not been active, although some activities have been completed by the Meeting Plan-
ning Committee as they relate to the 2007 conference in Shepherdstown, West Virginia.  The Meeting 
Planning Committee has suggested several training courses be made available at the conference.  Be-
cause the conference is being held at the National Conservation Training Center, there will be the op-
portunity to provide low cost or free training in several areas. 
Four computer related classes were identified and offered at the 2007 meeting.  These included: 

Experiments with Google Earth and Google Maps, 
GIS Tips and Tricks, 
Gap Analysis Program: A Workshop to Demonstrate Web Accessibility to GAP Data, and 
GPS Project Considerations and Device Selection. 
 
 

Meeting Planning Committee 2007: 
 Chair:  Sabra Schwartz (sschwartz@azgfd.gov) 
 Vice-chair:  vacant 

Members: Lila Borge Wills (lborge@vt.edu), Keith Wethington (keith.wethington@ky.gov), 
and Marcia McNiff (mmcniff@usgs.gov) 

 
The committee had several phone meetings to help plan the 2007 meeting in Shepherdstown, West Vir-
ginia.  The committee suggested main themes and topics for the meeting as well as suggesting training 
sessions and instructors.  Potential presenters for topics were also identified.  This information was pro-
vided to the executive committee for final approval.  The committee also helped produce the first call 
for papers.  Committee members assisted with local logistics as well.  The committee also made con-
tacts with individuals to secure presenters for main topics and roundtable discussions. 
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Committee Reports 



 
Communications Committee 2007: 
 Chair:  Shelaine Curd-Hetrick 
 Vice-Chair: Robin Carlson 
 Members: Lisa Zolly and Greg Wilke 
 

The OFWIM communications committee provided general communications support, newsletter produc-
tion and website development (www.ofwim.org). Website:  Credit and thanks need to be given to the 
dedication of Robin Carlson and Gary Wilke for the up and running website *before* the 2007 OFWIM 
annual meeting.  Newsletters:  Production of three OFWIM newsletters in 2007. February 2007 focus: 
post meeting information from MN annual meeting July 2007 focus:  informational articles and updates 
from the OFWIM committees September 2007 focus: pre-meeting information for WV annual meeting.  
General Communications:  We provided communication assistance to the OFWIM executive staff by 
sharing announcements and newsletters through the OFWIM-L and membership lists and web site ser-
vices. 
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Weverton Cliff       photo: Shelaine Hetrick 

Committee Reports (continued) 
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Antietam Battle Field:  

Thanks to 'connections' of our OFWIM President Viv Hutchison, OFWIM members participating in the 

O2K7 Field Trip to Antietam National Battlefield were treated to a 'personal tour', guided by Charlie Gry-

mes. Charlie is currently an adjunct professor at George Mason University. In his earlier career, he worked 

for the Federal Government in various positions within Department of Interior agencies. Charlie’s incredible 

knowledge of the Battle of Antietam kept our group captivated for hours, as he told the story of the bloodiest 

day of the Civil War. 

The OFWIM group met first outside of the Visitor's Center 

at Antietam National Battlefield for an introduction to 

Charlie and Antietam (Charlie asked us to ponder 'which 

side really won the battle'?, as his family was from 'the 

South'). The Antietam Battlefield is located just east of 

Sharpsburg, Maryland along Hwy 34 and 65. The battle in 

1862 was fought over 12 square miles, and is considered the 

bloodiest day in the Civil War -- over 23,000 men were 

killed that day. 

After a quick tour of the dioramas in the Visitor's Center, 

our group set out on a series of walking tours on the anniversary (145 years ago, to the day, as it turns out) of 

the great conflagration. 

First stop was near a battery of canons, the next stop was the 'Dunker Church', then onwards to the North 

Woods where the OFWIM group participated in a 'flanking maneuver' (and came to understand how troops 

could be 'mowed down likes stalks of corn in a row'). We then caravanned around to 'Bloody Lane (with a 

mini-lecture from high above the battlefield in the observation tower; 'who won the battle?'), before swinging 

south to Burnside Bridge, to learn of the fate of troops on both sides, late in the day of the infamous battle. 

(As a side note, a 'virtual' geo-caching riddle presented itself near the end of the tour; who was 'Coffee Boy'?). 

Our last stop was in 'downtown' Sharpsburg, where our attention was called to an original 'Slave Block' sit-

ting hidden in plain site on the corner of a filling station's parking lot. 

The Battle of Antietam marked an important turning point in the Civil War. After the battle, the war had a 

dual purpose – to preserve the Union, and end slavery. With that many killed, perhaps it can be said that 

neither side really ‘won’. We enjoyed pondering the question, though - thanks, Charlie, for a very memora-

ble tour! 

Field Trip Highlights 

Antietam National Battlefield           photo:Shelaine Hetrick 



 

Use the form below to join OFWIM as a new member or to renew your membership for 2008.  
Individual Members are entitled to vote in the annual election and hold office.  Current members 
are notified of new newsletters and have access to special OFWIM web content.  Current mem-
bers also receive a discount on 2008 conference registration. 

If you work for an organization with 4 or more individuals interested in OFWIM membership, you 
may benefit from obtaining an Organizational Membership.  Information about Organizational 
Membership can be found at: http://www.ofwim.org/org/membership.html 

The 2008 OFWIM annual membership period is January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008.   
To become a new member of OFWIM or renew your current membership, please complete and 
mail the form below with a check or money order for the appropriate amount (in U.S. dollars!) 
payable to OFWIM, to: 

Aliya Ercelawn, OFWIM Treasurer 
c/o The Nature Conservancy 

711 Navarro, Suite 410 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

(210) 224-8774; aercelawn@tnc.org 

OFWIM 2008 Membership Form  

Name: __________________________________________________ 

Agency:__________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________ State: ____Zip:________ 

Phone:(_____)_________________ Fax:(______)________________ 

Email:___________________________________________________ 

 Memberships  Annual Dues 

 Individual Member – 2008 (one voting membership) $25 

 Organizational Member — 2008 (six voting memberships) $100 

      - Membership Form must be filled out for each member 

  

 Please pay in U.S. dollars $_________   

 

2008 Membership Form 
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Newsletter editor 
Shelaine Hetrick 
  Information International   

Associates / National 
Biological Information 
Infrastructure—
Southern Appalachian 

1055 Commerce Park Dr. 
Suite 110 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
865‐298‐1242 
Shelaine@iiaweb.com 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  
O F   F I S H   A N D  
W I L D L I F E  
I N F O R M A T I O N  
M A N A G E R S  

Thank you for making the  
2007 Conference and Annual Meeting in 

Shepherdstown, WV 
A success!  

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
       
      Be Safe and Joyful! 
 

Please send newsletter comment, suggestions, 
and articles to Shelaine Hetrick. 

 
Submission deadline for next issue is 28Feb2008 

shelaine@iiaweb.com 
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Heather  in bloom.    
Photo: Shelaine Hetrick 


