
 

W hen I agreed to run for Member-at Large two years ago, little did I know where I would end 

up.  Over the past two years I have met so many incredible people.  This organization has 

provided me with the opportunity to meet, converse with and learn from people scattered across 

the United States and beyond with similar interests and job roles.  This truly is a wonderful group 

of people and a fantastic organization.  Although one of our goals is to increase membership, one 

thing that is attractive about this organization is the familiarity that it offers.  We are large enough 

to have a diverse group of individuals, but also small enough that you feel you “know” the people 

who make up the membership.   

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who attended this year’s OFWIM annual meeting, 

as well as all the folks who contributed but couldn’t make it down to Tallahassee.  I would like to 

extend a big “Thank You” to our outgoing President, Bruce Schmidt.  Under his leadership we 

were able to accomplish many of our short-term and long-term goals (I will mention some of these 

shortly).   Thanks to Sabra Schwartz, our outgoing Member-at-large.  She did an excellent job 

organizing this years Hacker’s Ball.  Welcome to Viv Hutchison, new President-Elect and Janet 

Hess-Herbert, new member-at-large.  Continuing into their second year of office are Amy Martin, 

secretary, and Daniel Vichitbandha, treasurer.  I look forward to working with all of you this year—I 

know it will be a great one.  Welcome to all the new members, you have joined a great organiza-

tion made-up of top notch folks. 

 

As I mentioned earlier, we were able to meet some of our goals this past year.  One that I would 

like to highlight is the selection of venues for upcoming annual meetings.  We have meeting dates 

and venues reserved for the OFWIM annual meeting, not just for 2006, but also for 2007.   Rick 

Lorenzen was able to arrange the meeting location for 2006, Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota 

(Oct. 15-19, 2006).  Barb White was able to work with the folks at the National Conservation Train-

ing Center (NCTC) in Shepherdstown, WV for the 2007 conference (Sept. 16-21, 2007).   Planning 

for the meetings one to two years out should provide us more time to build a strong agenda and 

increase participation and membership. 
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While on this topic, I would like to put a call out to all members:  please think about what topics/

issues you would like to see addressed or highlighted at upcoming meetings.  This is your opportu-

nity to provide input to this process.  Very soon we will be selecting a meeting theme with multiple 

session topics for the 2006 meeting—please submit your ideas to Viv Hutchison.  Although the 

2007 meeting will fall outside of my “reign” as President, I would like to push forward the idea of 

having training sessions organized and offered during the 2007 meeting.  The NCTC is uniquely 

set-up to accommodate training sessions.  We should work towards getting the most out of this 

great facility, and work towards offering training sessions.  The NCTC has classroom space, as well 

as computer labs.  If you have any ideas or connections to course instructors, please pass these 

along to one of the Executive Committee members. 

 

One project that needs some attention is filling out our committee rosters.  The committees provide 

an opportunity for members to have a voice in an area that they have special skills in, knowledge 

of, or passion for.  The committees provide an avenue for members to learn and work together to 

improve our organization.  Please see the list of committees, read the brief descriptions, and please 

consider joining one (http://www.ofwim.org/org/committees.html).  Two committees that I would like 

to see very active over the next few years are the Continuing Education Committee—to help search 

out, plan and organize training/workshops at the 2007 annual conference, and the Membership and 

Outreach Committee—to increase our membership and reach out to agencies, organizations and 

other groups to increase awareness of who we are. 

 

If you are a new member not yet familiar with the organization or even a past member, please visit 

the web page and check back often for updates (http://www.ofwim.org/).  This organization is all 

about you—the professional fish and wildlife information managers.  Please feel free to contact me, 

an Executive Committee member, a committee chairperson, or a regional representative with any 

questions, comments, suggestions, etc.   
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Communications Committee  
Chair: Robin Carlson 
     rcarlson@dfg.ca.gov 
Vice-Chair: Amy Martin 
 
 
Continuing Education        
Committee  
Chair: (currently vacant) 
Vice-Chair: (currently vacant) 
 
 
Data Standards Committee  
Chair: Shelaine Curd-Hetrick 
     shelaine@iiaweb.com 
Vice-Chair : Janet Hess-Herbert 
 
 
Meeting Planning 
Chair: Viv Hutchison 
     vhutchison@usgs.gov 
Vice-Chair: (currently vacant) 
  
 
Membership and Outreach 
Committee  
Chair: (currently vacant) 
Vice-Chair: Daniel Vichitbandha 

 
Technology Trends Committee  
Chair: Scott Anderson 
     scott.anderson@ncwildlife.org 
Vice-Chair : Bruce Schmidt 
 
 
Elections, Awards and        
Nominations 
Chair: (currently vacant) 
Vice-Chair :  Beth Stys 
     beth.stys@myfwc.com 
 
 
Vision and Goals 
Chair: (currently vacant) 
Vice-Chair: (currently vacant) 

OFWIM Committees: 

daniel.vichitbandha@mail
.state.ky.us 

Contact the Committee 
Chair for more information. 

Get involved! 
Slash Pine                                                                          Everett Marshall 



Welcome New Executive Committee (ExCom) Members                                   

 

 
At its annual meeting in Tallahassee, Florida, the Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information Man-
agers (OFWIM) presented its awards recognizing excellence in wildlife information management 
and mapping.  The five new awards programs include: 
 
• GIS Web-Based Technical Application Award (for excellence in the development and deploy-
ment of a fish or wildlife information-related technical application using primarily GIS technologies on 
the Web); 
• Non-GIS Web-Based Technical Application Award (for excellence in the development and de-
ployment of a fish or wildlife information-related technical application using primarily non-GIS tech-
nologies on the Web); 
• Best Poster Award (for the best poster displayed at the OFWIM annual meeting); 
• Best Presentation Award (for the best presentation made at the OFWIM annual meeting): and 
Meritorious Service Award (for outgoing officers in recognition of their service to and leadership of 
the Organization). 
 
The Technical Application Awards were competitive; nominees demonstrated system usability, inno-
vation, use of current technologies, success in meeting stated goals, and relevance to fisheries and 
wildlife information technology.  The Best Poster and Best Presentation Awards were based on de-
livery, effectiveness of the presentation, thoroughness of coverage, analysis and insight, and rele-
vance to the conference theme. 
 
The winners of the 2005 OFWIM awards are: 
• GIS WEB-BASED TECHNICAL APPLICATION AWARD: California Department of Fish and Game and 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission for CALFISH Application (California Cooperative Fish 
and Habitat Data Program, developed to create, maintain, and enhance high quality, consistent data 
that are directly applicable to policy, planning, management, research and recovery of anadromous 
fish and related aquatic resources in California; and to provide data and information services in a 
timely manner in formats that meet the needs of users.) On the web at http://www.calfish.org/. 
• NON-GIS WEB-BASED TECHNICAL APPLICATION AWARD: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
Inland Fisheries Division’s Data Analysis and Administration Group for Fish Monitoring File Applica-
tion (component of the agency’s GoFish Web-based (Intranet) client server system designed to 
streamline data gathering, processing, storing and retrieval by multiple end users.  The Fish Moni-
toring File Application was developed specifically for managing large volumes of detailed fish data 
from netting and electrofishing surveys.  This system has also provided a foundation for several 
other applications and databases that utilize data residing on the GoFish server.) 
 

OFWIM Recognizes Excellence in the Profession 

Page 3 

December 2005 

President Secretary Member-At-Large 

Beth Stys Amy Martin Janet Hess-Herbert 

Florida Fish and Wildlife            
Conservation Committee 

Virginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries 

Montana Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks 

beth.stys@myfwc.com Amy.Martin@dgif.virginia.gov jhessherbert@state.mt.us 

President-Elect Treasurer Past President 

Vivian Hutchison Daniel Vichitbandha Bruce Schmidt 

USGS Western Fisheries Research 
Center 

Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources 

Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission 

vhutchison@usgs.gov daniel.vichitbandha@mail.state.ky.us bruce_schmidt@psmfc.org 

New ExCom members (from left):  
Janet Hess-Herbert, Viv Hutchison, 
Amy Martin, Beth Stys, Daniel Vichit-
bandha, and Bruce Schmidt. 

A few of the award winners (from 
left):  Roxanne Broadway, Stan Allen, 
Don Schrupp, Robin Carlson, Sabra 
Schwartz, and Bruce Schmidt. 



 
• BEST POSTER AWARD: Roxanne Broadway, U.S. Geological Survey Western Ecological Re-
search Center for BIOS: Key Partnership and Innovative Technology Enable Improved Data Sharing 
in Southern California (Tom Lupo, CA Department of Fish and Game; Tony McKinney, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service; Jennifer Pollack, U.S. Geological Survey National Biological Information Infra-
structure; and Robert Fisher, Roxanne Broadway, Felicia Sirchia, and Bill Perry, U.S. Geological 
Survey).  The Biogeographic Information and Observation System (BIOS) uses an innovative GIS 
application and customized ArcIMS user interface to provide stakeholders with Internet access to a 
wide variety of biological data not currently available.  Roxanne’s discussion of the work to partici-
pants at the Hacker’s Ball was clear, concise and informative.  The poster was visually appealing 
and thoroughly addressed the subject matter. 
• BEST PRESENTATION AWARD: Helen Enander and Daria Hyde, Michigan Natural Features Inven-
tory, for Mobile GIS technology assists in the conservation of the federally endangered Mitchell’s 
satyr butterfly in Michigan.  Helen and Daria’s co-presentation of technology applied to assist efforts 
to manage and conserve the federally endangered Mitchell’s satyr butterfly in Michigan was engag-
ing, informative, and creative.  Their presentation was extremely well designed and demonstrated 
their work effectively. 
• MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARDS: 
ο Bruce Schmidt, Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission, for his service as President from 
2004-2005 and as President-Elect from 2003-2004 
ο Sabra Schwartz, Arizona Game and Fish Department, for her service as Member At-Large from 
2004-2005 
ο Don Schrupp, Colorado Division of Wildlife, for his service as President from 2000-2001, Presi-
dent-Elect from 1999-2000; and as Member At-Large from 1996-1997 and 1998-1999 
ο Stan Allen, Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission, for his service as President from 2001-
2002, President-Elect from 2000-2001; and as Member At-Large from 1999-2000 
ο Lila Borge Wills, Conservation Management Institute, for her service as President from 1999-
2000 and as President-Elect from 1998-1999 
ο Becky Wajda, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, for her service as President 
from 1994-1996 and as Member At-Large from 2000-2001 
 
Other past officers, who were unable to attend the meeting, are receiving their Meritorious Service 
Awards by mail.  These individuals include:  Kathy Graham, Barb White, Art Smith, Jake Faibisch, 
Trinna Innes, Jeff Trollinger, Karen Reay, Doug Beard, Hope Barrett, Lisa Sausville, Shirley Ahern, 
Tom O’Neil, Jeff Waldon, and Larry Zuckerman.  A complete listing of their service to OFWIM may 
be found on the OFWIM Web site. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to all of the winners and nominees for their exceptional commitment to wild-
life conservation and management through the use of wildlife-related information technology tools 
and resources. 
 
No Student Scholarship was awarded this year due to lack of applications.  The Awards and Nomi-
nations Committee is evaluating the mechanisms used to share information with students, program 
leaders, and through other outlets to create more opportunities for students to learn about this 
awards program. 
 
My sincere thanks and appreciation to all of the members of the Awards and Nominations Commit-
tee (Robin Carlson, Jack Erickson, Stan Allen, Don Schrupp, Susan Lanier, Scott Anderson, Jeff 
Waldon) for their commitment to the development and deployment of these new recognition 
awards—I’m so proud of all of your accomplishments during the past year! 
 
 
—Submitted by Becky Wajda, Chair, Awards and Nominations Committee 
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Interested in apply-

ing for an OFWIM 

award in 2006?  

Watch the OFWIM 

website 

 for announcements! 



 

T he field trip preceding the 2005 OFWIM Annual Meeting was a real eye-opener for 

this Canuck, who had never been to the south eastern U.S.  Seventeen of us got 

together in the lobby of the Tallahassee Ramada Inn and Conference Center early in 

the morning, piled into a couple of big white vans, and headed for St. Marks National 

Wildlife Refuge about an hour south on the Gulf Coast.  To get there, the highway goes 

through several areas of mature forest, which was good to see, although just like in my 

province of Saskatchewan, there are plenty of logging trucks on the road. 

 

Once at the NWR, we took a leisurely loop through the forest, along the foreshore, then 

back to the parking lot.  The whole area is subject to periodic flooding, and this is clear if you call up the NWR in Google Maps or 

Google Earth.  Being there, you can easily imagine this: the ground is somewhat boggy, and very flat, like a lot of Florida.   

 

What really struck me, and I think everyone from other areas, was the rich biodiversity!  We went quite slowly – a few of us, includ-

ing Everett Marshall and me, might have been a bit slower than most – snapping photos constantly, because almost everything 

was unfamiliar.  Within five minutes of arriving at the NWR office, I had seen several species of plants and animals that were new 

to my life list: Red-shouldered Hawk, Great Egret, Wax Myrtle, Sweetgum, a six foot 

tall Saw-Grass, Sabal Palmetto, Slash Pine, and Southern Magnolia. But I soon dis-

covered what The Real Florida is all about: SPIDERS.  Robin Carlson loves them, and 

soon had everyone available taking pictures for her, particularly of the Golden Silk 

Orbweaver, a very common spider in the area which gets up to 40mm in length, 

though it seemed much bigger to me.  There were others of course, but none as big 

and showy.  On a trip after the meeting to Leon Sinks State Park, I came face-to-face 

with the Silver-backed Spider, Argiope florida, which was for me just as impressive. 

 

While walking the trail along the vast tidal marshes, looking out through the humid 

haze towards the Gulf,  Deborah Blick of the Florida Trails Association described the 8,000 miles of trail that her organization main-

tains.  But I could hardly imagine walking ten miles in that heat: for a guy used to freezing temperatures starting in early Septem-

ber, the mid-eighties temperatures and high humidity had my body quite confused already! 

 

After picking the very spiny Sandburs off our shoes and clothes, we were back in the 

vans, and off to St. Marks Lighthouse. Here we found butterflies (fritillaries, Mon-

archs, and skippers mostly) on the prolific Goldenrod, and along the shore watched 

Hermit Crabs, Fiddler Crabs, even a Horseshoe Crab.  I was fascinated by the round 

balls of sand piled up by the Fiddler Crabs near their burrows.  A special treat was 

watching a Bottlenose Dolphin (or was there a second one?) catching its lunch by 

driving a school of fish into a dense school by circling closer and closer, then slapping 

its tail loudly on the water as it made the final lunge, fish flying out of the water in all 

directions.  This was all observed lazily by Brown Pelicans flying overhead and Great 

A Glimpse of “The Real Florida”    
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By Eric Woodsworth,                                 
Environment Canada  

Golden Silk Orbweaver                                Eric Woodsworth 

S. Marks National Wildlife Refuge               Everett Marshall 

Alligator                                                                 Eric Woodsworth 
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Egrets perched on an old dock destroyed by a past hurricane. 

 

By the road back to the highway, someone spied an alligator in a roadside wetland, 

so of course we all got out and took pictures of what was the largest of many we 

saw that day: Deborah estimated it was around twelve feet long.  Another huge 

checkmark on my life list. 

 

Driving north again we stopped at Wakulla Springs State Park, where we were 

joined by another five people for the afternoon field trip.  But first we enjoyed a meal 

of Grouper sandwiches and other delicacies at the Lodge; many of us could not re-

sist visiting the gift shop and picking up stuffed alligators for kids back home.  

 

The field trip at Wakulla consisted of a boat tour down the river whose entire source is a hole in the ground.  This is no ordinary 

spring; it produces an average 400,000 gallons a minute, and is connected to an underground series of caverns, at least one being 

large enough to accommodate a 6-storey building.  I guess native Floridians get used to these things, but I was very impressed to 

learn about the huge aquifer system, stretching from South Carolina through Geor-

gia and Florida to Alabama, which provides drinking water for millions of people, and 

gives rise to surface phenomena such as this spring and the Leon Sinks, where the 

ground has fallen into the aquifer, giving access to the aquifers and caverns for spe-

lunking divers. 

 

Once again, participants from other areas were in for some big surprises on our 

tour.  On reflection, there were very few plants and animals I saw that afternoon that 

I had seen before, other than in pictures.  Our tour boat operator had a great sense 

of humour and was quite knowledgeable about the wildlife.  We were advised to look 

lively at one point, as we passed by a dead tree full of Black Vultures. 

 

What can I say about the wildlife at Wakulla Springs?  It was awesome. Great Egrets, White Ibis, Great Blue Herons, Little Blue 

Herons, Common Moorhens, Bald Cypress (with their “pneumatic knees”, which are root projections above the water for aeration), 

Anhingas, many more alligators, Wood Ducks, Blue-winged Teal, Suwannee Cooters, and – wait for it – Manatees!!!  We came 

across a cow and calf lazily browsing on the bottom in about four feet of water, paying us no heed.  I think the tour boat practically 

tipped over when we all rushed to one side to see these rare mammals. 

 

 

Back at the dock, some of us went for a hike inland: more spiders and another new 

set of species to add to the list.  And then it was over, and time to get back for the 

Social.  Thanks very much to the organizers and the local biologists who put to-

gether such a great trip and provided interpretive assistance.  That is a field trip that 

I, for one, will never forget. 

Cypress                                                                      Everett Marshall 

Manatees                                                                  Everett Marshall 

Anhinga                                                                     Eric Woodsworth 



A nother great OFWIM conference!  This was my second, and I had a great time.  It never ceases to amaze me how many 

new ideas I come away with from a conference such as this.  Often there are so many that I never have time to follow up on 

half of them!   

I arrived in Tallahassee on Monday afternoon, so I was unable to attend the field trip to Wakulla Springs.  Upon arrival to the wel-

come reception however, I was regaled by tales of spiders, anhingas, alligators, and manatees.  It seems as if all who attended 

the field trip were duly impressed with the variety of wildlife seen (and the size of the spiders).  Other than getting a blow-by-blow 

account of the field trip, I met up with many old friends and met many new ones.  The food was so good I didn’t even have to buy 

dinner! 

The first day of presentations was great, providing a variety of perspectives on data management via a host of examples of real-

world projects going on now.  I particularly enjoyed Dave Chadwick’s presentation on the need to understand politics to best serve 

the interests of biological conservation.  I like having my head pulled out from my little world of GIS and Wildlife Management for a 

bit of perspective broadening every once in a while. 

That evening at the Hacker’s Ball, I was torn between attending my own poster/presentation and milling about to talk with the 

other presenters.  Between trips to grab a chocolate-covered strawberry or piece of brie, I was able to talk with most of the many 

presenters and vendors.  I also had a number of enlightening conversations on my own presentation, 

resulting in suggestions for improvements and other possible applications of my work.  One of my fa-

vorite parts of an OFWIM conference, the Hacker’s Ball, is particularly enjoyable because of the inter-

active nature of the presentations. 

Another great day of presentations followed, and I found myself moving back and forth between con-

current sessions to see everything I wanted to see.  For me, the business meeting at lunch was par-

ticularly captivating, as I narrowly avoided being elected president!  Ah well, maybe next year (Go 

Vivian!).  The business meeting was also buoyed by the presentation of Certificates of Appreciation for 

past OFWIM officers and the first awards for Best GIS and Best Non-GIS Web-based Applications. 

That evening at the banquet, the first awards for Best Poster and Best Presentation were given.  The 

banquet was closed with an excellent presentation on the Longleaf Pine ecosystem by Jim Cox from the Tall Timbers Research 

Station.  An expert in his field, he highlighted not only the biological uniqueness of the habitat, but the impact of modern Europe-

ans on the extent of the old growth Long Leaf still in existence today. 

After a morning of less technical (but no less valuable!) presentations on Thursday, I and a few others had a chance to visit Leon 

Sinks Geological Area, a park about 15 miles south of Tallahassee.  Not only did we get in a good hike; we saw many examples 

of sinkholes associated with the Karst topography that dominates the area.  As darkness deepened, we also had a number of 

close encounters with the previously mentioned large spiders, as they tend to build their webs across the trail! 

As with last year, the biggest reason I attended the conference was to exchange ideas (and broaden my own perspective).  I thor-

oughly enjoyed talking with colleagues, discussing and debating hot topics (i.e., Microsoft Excel is NOT a good universal plat-

form!), and just hanging out with other information managers from across the country.  Thank you to everyone involved in making 

this year’s conference a worthwhile endeavor.  See you in Minneapolis! 

My Tallahassee OFWIM Experience 
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By Scott Anderson,                                              
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

“It never ceases to 

amaze me how 

many new ideas I 

come away with 

from a conference 

such as this.” 



Thank you 2005 Raffle Donors! 
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Virginia Department Of Game and Inland Fisheries 
 5 Virgina Birding and Wildlife Trail T-Shirts 

 2 Ollie the Owl (Stuffed Animal) 
 1 Virginia Wildlife Watching Book 

 1 Wildlife Watching Book 
 2 Virgina Birding and Wildlife Fanny Packs 

 5 Virgina Birding and Wildlife Binocular Straps 
 2 Sets Of Virgina Birding and Wildlife Notecards 

 67 See-Through Rulers 
 1 Travel Mug 

 1 "Gotta Go Fishing" Temporary Tattoos 
 4 Fish Towels 

 2 Black Measuring Tapes 
 2 Yellow Measuring Tapes 

 20 Get a Grips 
 1 Thermarest Pack Towel 

 3 2006 Planning Calendars 
 2 Outdoor Education T-Shirts 

 4 Canvas Bags 
 2 Training Academy Coins 

 6 Plastic Cups 
 2003 Commemorative Knife 

 3 Commemorative Coins 
 1 Pocket Knife 

 3 Deermouse Pads 
 3 Biodiversity T-Shirts 

 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 

1 PSMFC Large Black Tote Bag 
1 PSMFC Red Polo Shirt  

1 PSMFC Black Polo Shirt 
1 PSMFC Black Smock/Apron 
1 PSMFC Red Baseball Cap 

1 PSMFC Khaki Baseball Cap 
1 PSMFC Black Baseball Cap 

1 PSMFC Hooded Back Sweatshirt 
 

ESRI 
1 Book, "Mapping the Future of America's National Parks" 

1 Book, "Managing Natural Resources with GIS" 
1 Book, "A System for Survival: GIS And Sustainable Development" 

1 ArcView 9.1 Single License Installation Software 
1 ArcPad 6.0.3 License Installation Software 

 
Erica Craig 

1 Solitary Hunter Print with Certificate of Authenticity 
1 Pen and Ink Hawk Print 

1 Cooper's Hawk Print with Certificate of Authenticity 
1 On Alert Wolf Pack Print with Certificate of Authenticity 

 
Barb White (Personal Donation) 

1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Fleece Jacket 
1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Duffle Bag 

Many Floating Key Chains 
 

Stan Allen (Personal Donation) 
1 OFWIM T-Shirt 

 
Don Schrupp (Personal Donation) 

1 OFWIM T-Shirt 

A total of $340 was 

raised in the 2005 

raffle.  All funds will 

be used to support 

the OFWIM        

Student Scholarship! 

Cabbage Palm            Eric Woodsworth 



Memberships Annual Dues 

Individual Member – 2005   

(one voting membership) 

$ 25 

Please pay in U.S. dollars!    $_________ 

 
Use the form below to join OFWIM as a new member or to renew your membership for 2006.  Individual 
Members are entitled to vote in the annual election and hold office.  Current members are notified of new 
newsletters and have access to special OFWIM web content.  Current members also receive a discount 
on 2006 conference registration. 
 
 
If you work for an organization with 4 or more individuals interested in OFWIM membership, you may 
benefit from obtaining an Organizational Membership.  Information about Organizational Membership can 
be found at: http://www.ofwim.org/org/membership.html 
 
 
The 2006 OFWIM annual membership period is January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006.   To be-
come a new member of OFWIM or renew your current membership, please complete and mail the form 
below with a check or money order for $25 (in U.S. dollars!) payable to OFWIM, to: 

 
 

Daniel Vichitbandha, OFWIM Treasurer 
c/o Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources 

1 Game Farm Road 
Frankfort, KY 40601-3908 

 
 
 
 

OFWIM 2006 Membership Form  
 

Name: __________________________________________________ 
 

Agency:__________________________________________________ 
 

Address:_________________________________________________ 
 

City: _______________________________ State: ____Zip:________ 
 

Phone:(_____)_________________ Fax:(______)________________ 
 

Email:___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
    Memberships     Annual Dues 
     
    Individual Member – 2006  $25 
    (one voting membership) 
     
 
 
    Please pay in U.S. dollars!  $_________ 
 
 

2006 Individual Membership Form 
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2005 OFWIM Annual Business Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

Read the full 

committee       

reports on the 

OFWIM website. 

I.  Call to Order 
Call to order by Bruce Schmidt, OFWIM President 

 
II.  Determination of Quorum 

Quorum (10% of registered members) was met.  There were 30 people in attendance at the business 
meeting 

 
III.  Welcome – Bruce Schmidt, OFWIM President  

We need to take make sure to register for 2006 membership.  It is not included in the conference regis-
tration.  There is an OFWIM pamphlet in the registration packet. 

A questionnaire for data standards survey is in the packet.  Please fill this out and turn it in to us today 
at the meeting. 

Thanks to a number of people.  Thanks to the ExCom.  Bruce addressed a number of people personally 
for their efforts in tackling new issues, working on this meeting and preparing for the 2006 and 
2007 meetings. 

 
IV.  Old Business: 

 A. Reports 
 i.  President’s Report – Bruce Schmidt 

ii.  Secretary’s Report – Amy Martin 
iii.  2004 Meeting Minutes – Amy Martin 

Only report that requires action. 
Motion: Becky Wajda moved to adopt them as written;  Motion seconded by Viv 
Hutchison; Motion carried 

2005 Meeting Minutes adopted 
iv.  Treasurer’s Report – Daniel Vichitbandha 

This report includes action since last meeting to date. 
Final summary report will be given by Daniel after all of the final meeting ac-

counting. 
Motion: Stan Allen moved to accept the treasurer’s report.  Bruce said that this is 
not necessary as this is not a final report.  The final report will come at the end of 
the fiscal year (Dec 31, 2005). 

 v.  Committee Reports 
  a.  Awards and Nominations Committee Report – Becky Wajda 

Becky Wajda passed out her report. (Check report!) 
b.  Communications Committee - Viv Hutchison 
c.  Continuing Education Committee  - not active this year, no 

report. 
d.  Data Standards Committee – Lila Borge-Wills 
e.  Meeting Planning Committee – Beth Stys 

-  Thanks to Daniel for handling registration and finances 
for this meeting, he has done a great job. 

-  Thanks to Sabra who  was a great help with the Hacker’s 
Ball. 

-   Thanks to Amy for handling the raffle. 
-   Thanks to Lila who helped a great deal with abstracts 

and bios. 
    -  Thanks to Viv who put together all meeting 

communications and got them out to the membership. 
f.  Becky and Don helped with the website. 
g.  Becky and A&N committee – great job with awards and certificates etc. 
h.  Bruce – thanks for guidance and information and general help, put together data 

standards panel. 
i.  Becky, Janet and Dave – thanks for putting together CWCS panel. 
j.  Membership Committee – Dave Morton 

-  report in participant packet, Dave not at meeting 
k.  Outreach Committee – not active this year, no report 
l.  Technology Trends Committee – Scott Anderson 
m.  Vision and Goals Committee – Bruce Schmidt 
 

Changes to the   

OFWIM Bylaws 

were adopted at the 

2005 Business 

Meeting. Read the 

new official        

OFWIM Bylaws 

and Constitution 

on the OFWIM 

website. 
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B.  Elections – paper ballot in registration packet 
  i.  President Elect – Scott Anderson and Viv Hutchison candidate 

-    both got up and introduced themselves. 
-    members voted online and by paper ballot at meeting 

   -    Viv Hutchison declared elections winner, President-elect 
  ii.  Member-at-Large – Robin Carlson and Janet Hess-Herbert candidates 

-    both got up and introduced themselves 
-    members voted online and by paper ballot at meeting 
-    Janet Hess-Herbert declared elections winner, Member-at-Large 
 

 C.  Adoption of Proposed Changes to the OFWIM Constitution and Bylaws 
-  Do we need additional discussion?  Balloting has been open for 

over a month now. 
-    Unanimous agreement to accept changes as written. 
-    Bruce would like to entertain a motion to append the bylaws. 

 He believes we need to use the wording applied to online 
 voting to apply to changes to the bylaws – voting, 
 reviewing online. 

Motion: Rick Lorenzen moved to add wording to the section of the by-laws that describes how the by-laws can 
be changed and amended to include the use of online ballots and voting.  Becky Wajda seconded this motion.  
Motion carried. 

 
D.  Other Old Business - none 
 

V.  Installation of new officers 
New officers were installed 
 
VI.  New Business: 
 A.  President’s Message – Beth Stys 
  -  no message due to time and lack of time to prepare, turned it over to 

 Becky Wajda. 
 

 B.  Awards – Becky Wajda presented awards: 
  i. Service Awards to outgoing officers 
   -  Sabra – Member-at-Large 
   -  Bruce Schmidt – President Elect and President 
   -  Don Schrupp – President, President-elect, Member-at-Large 
   -  Stan Allen – President, President-elect, Member-at-Large 
  ii.  Best Poster Award – Roxanne Broadway – California Dept….BIOS. 

-  Technological Innovation Award – GIS; winner: Eric Haney 
 with CalFish 
-  GIS – winner: Gary Saul with Fish Monitoring File 
 Application 
 

 C.  Committee Appointments and Changes to Committees (open discussion) 
Continuing Education Committee has a great venue at NCTC in 2007, lets get it rolling. 
Need Communications Committee Chair/Newsletter editor 

 
D.  2006 Meeting Planning (open discussion) 

-  Viv Hutchison will need to work closely with Rick Lorenzen 
-   Rick recently visited the hotel.  May need a bigger room.  He is starting to get information about access. 
-   Working on field trips. 
-   Facilitating gym access would be great. 
-   Beth mentioned we need to think about themes for the upcoming meetings. 
-   Could we arrange a workshop on open map, map servers etc? Since Minneapolis is the home of Open 

Source. 
 

 E.  Other New Business - none 
 
Motion:  Becky Wajda moved to adjourn the 2005 business meeting; Motion seconded by Stan Allen; Motion carried, meeting adjourned. 
 
 
—Minutes prepared by Amy Martin, OFWIM Secretary 



Newsletter editor 
Robin Carlson 
Pacific States Marine 
Fisheries Commission 
360 S. Detroit St. #309 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 

Phone: 323-934-3934 
E-mail: rcarlson@dfg.ca.gov 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O F  
F I S H  A N D  W I L D L I F E  
I N F O R M A T I O N  
M A N A G E R S  
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Thank you to all who participated in OFWIM 2005! 
 

Remember to renew your membership! 
 

Article Deadline for Spring Issue: March 1, 2006 

December 2005 

2005 Conference Materials Available Online 

Abstracts of Presentations and Posters 
 

Check for updates at http://www.ofwim.org/ 
 

Presentations (Slides) 
 

Check for updates at http://www.ofwim.org/ 

Watch for information about the 2006 Meeting! 

Have any suggestions for a theme for the 2006 
conference? 

Please send your ideas to Viv Hutchison,      
OFWIM President-Elect, at                         

vhutchison@usgs.gov. 

“Old Joe”                              Rick Lorenzen 
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