
Welcome to OFWIM 2007! I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to 
the OFWIM community for making the last year extremely successful. The 2006 confer-
ence in Minneapolis, Minnesota was a huge success due largely to the efforts of OFWIM 
members and others in the natural resources community who attended, participated, net-
worked, and shared information and ideas. Special thanks to the Executive Committee 
who worked diligently to plan a conference that would benefit all -- and to Rick Lorenzen, 
whose energy and helpfulness on the local level was unparalleled.   

OFWIM has several members who have contributed much time and effort over the years 
to the success of the organization who have respectfully completed their commitments this 
year, and deserve thanks for all of their energy and participation. Don Schrupp and Becky 
Gwynn worked on the website and other issues for years, and Daniel Vichitbandha and 
Amy Martin both held demanding offices in the ExCom as Treasurer and Secretary, re-
spectively. Bruce Schmidt served as President in 2005, and finished his advisory role as 
past president with the ExCom this year. Finally, Beth Stys led OFWIM through a success-
ful year in 2006 and her leadership is to be commended. Thankfully, she will continue to 
serve on the ExCom in an advisory role this year. The effort of all of these dedicated mem-
bers is extremely appreciated! Many thanks to all the time and energy they have contrib-
uted to OFWIM over the years.  

I believe many would agree that membership in OFWIM has myriad benefits, on both 
professional and personal levels. At the annual conference and throughout the year, OF-
WIM members interact in various ways that often result in strong professional connec-
tions and future collaborations. As a small professional organization, the strong network-
ing opportunity that OFWIM presents is one of its biggest strengths. Members often also 
find an added benefit -- personal friendships that will last lifetimes. It is the commitment 
to issues we are all concerned about as a community, and the strength of personalities that 
participate in this organization that make it strong. Much can be done when people 
choose to participate in OFWIM, come together and work toward achieving common 
goals.  

I encourage all members to reflect on their experience in OFWIM and ask colleagues and 
organizational partners to join us. Additionally, your participation on one or more of   
OFWIM’s many committees is encouraged and needed! Committees are one way to stay 
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in touch with OFWIM throughout the year, accomplish common goals, and offer your in-
dividual expertise to your professional organization. More information can be found on 
our website (www.ofwim.org) and throughout the newsletter.  

In the coming year, the ExCom will be working to move OFWIM forward by working to-
ward goals that will benefit fish and wildlife information managers. Technology is a power-
ful resource with extensive benefits – and finding ways to best utilize these resources in effi-
cient manners that benefit the missions of the individual natural resource organizations 
that we all work for can best be achieved through sharing information and communicating. 
OFWIM will work to establish more relationships with other organizations whose partner-
ships will enhance the mission of OFWIM. Additionally, this year’s conference (September 
16-21 at the National Conservation Training Center in West Virginia) will afford us the 
opportunity to offer workshops and other learning experiences that will provide further 
education on topics that interest the natural resource community.  

I am looking forward to an exciting and interesting year! Please do not hesitate to contact 
me with your ideas, suggestions, and concerns about OFWIM --- such communication is 
critical to the success and growth of our organization. I can be reached at                 
vhutchison@usgs.gov  Meanwhile, enjoy the year and I look forward to seeing you all at this 
year’s annual conference!  

Thanks, 

Viv Hutchison 

OFWIM President 2007 
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Communications Committee  
Chair: Shelaine Curd Hetrick 
     Shelaine@iiaweb.com 
Vice-Chair: Robin Carlson 
 
 
Continuing Education        
Committee  
Chair: Sabra Schwartz 
     sschwartz@azgfd.gov 
Vice-Chair: (currently vacant) 
 
 
Data Standards and Technology 
Trends Committee  
Chair: Scott Anderson-
scott.anderson@ncwildlife.org 
Vice-Chair : Beth Stys  
     beth.stys@myfwc.com 
 
 
Meeting Planning 
Chair: Sabra Schwartz 
     sschwartz@azgfd.gov 
Vice-Chair: (currently vacant) 
  
 
Membership and Outreach 
Committee  
Chair: Janet Hess-Hebert  
 jhessherbert@mt.gov 
Vice-Chair: Aliya Ercelawn 
 aercelawn@tnc.org  
 
 
Elections, Awards and        
Nominations 
Chair: Viv Hutchinson 
 vhutchison@usgs.gov 
Vice-Chair :  Beth Stys 
     beth.stys@myfwc.com 
 
 

OFWIM Committees: 

Contact the Committee 
Chair for more information. 

Get involved! 
2006 and 2007 OFWIM Presidents 

Beth Stys and Vivian Hutchison 

http://www.ofwim.org/�
mailto:vhutchison@usgs.gov�
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Vivian Hutchison Sabra Schwartz 

US Geological Society—NBII  Arizona's Heritage Data Management System 

vhutchison@usgs.gov sschwartz@azgfd.gov 

Member-At-Large Secretary 

Janet Hess-Herbert Robin Carlson 

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks Pacific State Marine Fisheries Commission 

jhessherbert@mt.us rcarlson@dfg.ca.gov 

Past President Treasurer 

Beth Stys Aliya Ercelawn 

Flordia Fish and Wildlife Conservation Committee The Nature Conservancy 

Beth.stys@myfwc.com aercelawn@tnc.org 

President President-Elect 

New ExCom members (from left):  Janet Hess-
Herbert, Sabra Schwartz, Beth Stys, Viv Hutchison, 
and Robin Carlson.  (Not pictured: Aliya Ercelawn) 

Candidate for President-Elect     
Shelaine Hetrick congratulates newly 
elected President-Elect Sabra 
Schwartz 

Interested in 

becoming an 

Executive   

committee 

member? 

 

Get involved 

now!   

Join OFWIM  



 

Forty years ago, soaring eagles could only be seen during annual pilgrimages to the far northern Boundary Waters Ca-
noe Area Wilderness.  Now, eagles regularly soar above Minneapolis and St. Paul.  Last October of 2006, a flock of fish 
and wildlife information managers soared along the primary North American waterfowl migration corridor and landed 
in our Twin Cities. 

 

Some toured the Wildlife Research Center and saw dozens of gaunt captive 
wolves that would be killed if not for research funding and road kill deer.  A 
trailer full of their bloody carcasses greeted us in the parking lot.  Dozens of 
lean and hungry wolves were not shy about tearing them apart on the other 
side of tall chain link fences.  Each wolf eats 40 deer a year.  Then our two 
vans toured miles of marshlands of Carlos Avery Wildlife Management Area 
with migrating flocks of ducks and geese watching us drive past.  Huge empty 
eagle nests waited for their builders to return in tall trees within sight of the 
muddy gravel roads. 

 

Some visited world-renowned University of Minnesota’s Cedar Creek Natural History Area at the intersection of Min-
nesota’s biomes of evergreen forest, deciduous woodlands, and prairie grasslands.   The last cold woodland frog hopped 
across wet fallen leaves searching for a place to hibernate.  A slippery log walkway threaded through the tamarack bog 
amid the scent of wet spruce needles. 

 

Some walked over the hundred-year-old Stone Arch Bridge overlooking Saint 
Anthony Falls and the remains of the historic flourmills they once-powered.  
High above them loomed the newly built and ultra modern Guthrie Theatre 
building.  Some hiked miles in overhead tunnels of glass suspended over the 
streets of Minneapolis between dozens of buildings.  Some saw the statue of 
Mary Tyler Moore throwing her hat in the air and the Walker Art Center out-
door sculptures. 

 

We all dined on a posh paddlewheel riverboat drifting through the most urban portion of the 
mighty Mississippi River and passed through the uppermost lock and dam on this historic wa-
terway.  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Fisheries Section Chief, Ron Payer, 
spoke of the inestimable value of the fish and wildlife data that we gather and share with the 
world. 

 

And by the way, we all absorbed valuable information from foremost experts on Fish and 
Wildlife information managers from all over the country.  During the breaks and over lunch, 
we networked with our peers across the country and exchanged seeds of knowledge on topics 
of interest.  At the Hackers Ball, we experienced hands-on demonstrations and viewed posters 

OFWIM Conference 2006 in Minnesota 
 — a paradigm shift 
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By Rick Lorenzen,                                             
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources  

Wildlife Research Center              Viv Hutchison 

Frog                                         Viv Hutchison “...we net-
worked with 
our peers 
across the   
country…” 
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on technical projects from around the country. 

Visiting with peers from all over the country enhances appreciation for local fish and wildlife and rejuvenates our efforts 
to gather and share biological data.  We actually saw some of these efforts begin to flower and bear luscious fruit.  Now, 
the migrating Fish and Wildlife Information Managers have all returned to their home turf to plant and tend their new 
seeds that will nourish next year’s migration.   Keep up the great work and share the fruits of your labors that we may all 
benefit. 

 

Aboard the MN Queen Paddleboat   Viv Hutchison 

Aboard the MN Queen Paddleboat    Viv Hutchison 

Aboard the MN Queen Paddleboat   Viv Hutchison 
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Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 

1 “The Perch” throw blanket 

1 Buck knife 

1  Virginia wildlife CD 

1 Black fleece blanket 

3 NBII mugs 

 

West Virginia Department of Fish and Game 

2 Chipmunk prints 

2 West Virginia hats 

4 West Virginia pins 

 

US Geological Survey 

1 USGS/NBII t-shirt 

1 USGS portfolio 

 

Amy Martin (personal) 

1 Set of camp utensils 

1 North face scarf 

1 Child’s quest scarf 

 

Barb White (personal) 

1 US Fish and Wildlife Service jacket 

1 US Fish and Wildlife Service sweatshirt 

A total of $248 was 

raised in the 2006 

raffle.  All funds will 

be used to support 

the OFWIM        

Student Scholarship! 

Minneapolis, MN        Shelaine Hetrick 
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2006 OFWIM Annual Business Meeting 
18Oct2006—Minneapolis, MN  

Meeting Minutes 

Full committee       

reports coming 

soon to the      

OFWIM website. 

I. Call to order 
Meeting was called to order by Beth Stys, OFWIM President 
Beth was encouraged by the number of participants at the business meeting. 

 
Determination of Quorum 

There are 26 members present at the meeting; we have 71 members in the database; quorum met 
 

Old Business 
Presidents message, Beth Stys 

Beth thanked the Executive Committee for all their help this year. 
Beth encouraged members to sign up for committee posts. 
Beth reminded everyone to renew their membership for 2007. 

Officer Reports 
2006 Secretary’s Report , Amy Martin 
2005 Business Meeting Minutes, Amy Martin   

-     This report requires action 
Motion: Bruce Schmidt moved that the 2005 Business Meeting Minutes be ac-
cepted as presented on www.ofwim.org and in previous newsletters; Rick Lorenzen 
seconded the motion; Motion carries 

-  2005 Business Meeting Minutes were accepted 
iii.       2006 Treasurer’s Report, Daniel Vichitbandha 

This report includes action since last meeting to date. 
Final summary report will be given by Daniel after all of the final meeting 

accounting. 
Daniel mentioned that we got our refund back from the IRS thanks to his 

and Kathy Graham’s efforts. 
Daniel thanked Don for putting together the online registration applica-

tion. 
Motion: Sam Hall moved to accept the 2006 Treasurer’s Report; Bruce Schmidt 
seconded the motion; Motion carried 

       
Committee Reports 

Elections, Nominations and Awards Committee, Don Schrupp read for Becky 
Gwynn  

Communications Committee, Robin Carlson     
Data Standards Committee, Shelaine Curd-Hetrick  
Outreach and Education/Membership Committee, Janet Hess-Herbert 
Technology Trends Committee, Bruce Schmidt read for Scott Anderson  
Meeting Planning Committee, Vivian Hutchison  
Continuing Education and Vision and Goals were inactive this year, so reports 

were not available for these committees 
- Next years meeting (NCTC) would be a great place to push 

 Continuing Ed opportunities/training etc. 
      - We would love to get some ideas. 
      - We need people to sign up for Vision and Goals 

Comments/Questions 
-  Daniel Vichitbandha asked if anyone needed to register by paper rather than online. 
No one appears to be opposed to going totally online for registration. 
Per Bruce Schmidt, as long as there is a receipt/invoice for each 

registration, that process should be fine. 
Per Jeff Johnston, we should re-work the invoice/receipt to look more 

standard for agency submittal. 
 

Changes to the   

OFWIM Bylaws 

were adopted at the 

2006 Business 

Meeting.  

http://www.ofwim.org/�
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     IV.  Elections  
(Slate of Candidates) 

-  President elect - Sabra Schwartz; Shelaine Curd-Hetrick 
         -  Secretary - Robin Carlson; Jennifer Pollock 

       -  Treasurer - Aliya Ercelawn; Jeff Johnston  
        -  Member-at-Large – Janet Hess-Herbert; Rick Lorenzen 

  
      V.  Proposed changes to By-Laws 

Beth explained the proposed by-laws changes. 
This change is to clarify the duties of the treasurer to include filing of taxes with the IRS if necessary. 

 
      VI.  New Business 

Officer Voting and Results 
-  50 % of members voted using the online voting application 

       -  Results: 
   President-elect – Sabra Schwartz 
   Secretary – Robin Carlson 
   Treasurer – Aliya Ercelawn 
   Member-at-Large – Janet Hess-Herbert 

Proposed By-Laws change Voting and Results 
- changes passed 

  
       VI.  New Presidents message, Vivian Hutchison 

Viv is honored to be the new OFWIM president. 
Viv thanked past-presidents. 
Introduced herself: Viv has been a member for past 4 years, works for NBII and has really enjoyed her experiences with OF-

WIM. 
Has held the position of OFWIM newsletter editor. 
Encourages everyone to sign up on committees and the newsletter editor position. 
Goals for OFWIM in 2007: 
-  Growing the organization through networking: We are not an enormous 
organization and growing the organization would be a positive step forward. 
-  Everyone should try to  get one person they know involved with OFWIM.   -  Encourage larger participation in the 2007 
meeting/conference: Next year should be great at the NCTC.  Encourages everyone to get involved at that meeting.   We 
should try to offer some training at the meeting. 

       -  Grow the relationship between OFWIM and AFWA:  This could be a great partnership.  Will continue to work with Jeff 
         Johnston on this goal. 
 

Awards, Don Schrupp for Becky Gwynn 
Service Awards presented to the following: 

-  Becky Gwynn (accepted by Amy Martin) 
-  Beth Stys 
-  Amy Martin 
-  Daniel Vichitbandha 
-  Janet Hess-Herbert 

Competitive Awards presented to the following: 
- Best Web-Based GIS Application: Find Game, VA Dept of Game and 
       Inland Fisheries, Kendell Ryan accepted 
- Best Non-GIS Application: TeleCheck, Missouri Dept. of Conservation, 
       Mark Brunner accepted 
- Best Poster: Southwest Regional GAP Analysis Project, Cooperative 
        Project – USGS, New Mexico State University and Utah State 
        University, Julie Prior-Magee accepted 
- Best Presentations (announced the next day): Remote Sensing Systems  
        Overview for Fish and Wildlife Managers, USFWS, Brian Huberty 
        accepted 
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X. Other: 

Viv Hutchison mentioned that we need to transition web/application management from Don Schrupp to Phillippe Damer-

val.  The website is moving over to PSMFC.  We need someone to help Phillippe.  This would be a great learning oppor-

tunity for someone, please volunteer. 

It has been suggested that we combine tech Trends and Data Standards – we will have to look into exactly what has to hap-

pen to affect this.  Per Bruce, is there even still a mission for data standards?  Yes.  Don gave some background on the 

Content Management Site (CMS).  There are a number of options with respect to the CMS and the two committees in 

terms of how to resolve this. 

Regional Reps - Viv will do some research into this to see who is currently on that list and how we can move forward with 

motivating their input and help with recruiting members. 

2007 Meeting will be held at the NCTC in September 2007.  Please refer to the notice in the registration packet. 

2008 meeting – We should plan a few years out.  Any suggestions for 2008? 

Albuquerque, NM 

        Eugene, OR (vendor) 

San Antonio, TX 

Comments: 

Per Janet – it’s hard to do out of state travel.  We need to think 

   about location in terms of how easy it is for people to get to the 

   meetings.  We need to look into support form outside sources. 

  Per Bruce - Eugene and San Antonio have major airline service; smaller cities can have accommodations at better prices. 

       XI.  Adjourn 

  Motion: Beth Stys moved that the 2006 annual business meeting adjourn; Jeff 

        Johnston seconds; Motion carried, meeting was adjourned. 

 

        



 

Use the form below to join OFWIM as a new member or to renew your membership for 2007.  
Individual Members are entitled to vote in the annual election and hold office.  Current members 
are notified of new newsletters and have access to special OFWIM web content.  Current mem-
bers also receive a discount on 2007 conference registration. 

If you work for an organization with 4 or more individuals interested in OFWIM membership, you 
may benefit from obtaining an Organizational Membership.  Information about Organizational 
Membership can be found at: http://www.ofwim.org/org/membership.html 

The 2007 OFWIM annual membership period is January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007.   
To become a new member of OFWIM or renew your current membership, please complete and 
mail the form below with a check or money order for $25 (in U.S. dollars!) payable to OFWIM, to: 

Aliya Ercelawn, OFWIM Treasurer 
c/o The Nature Conservancy 

711 Navarro, Suite 410 
San Antonio, TX 78205 

(210) 224-8774; aercelawn@tnc.org 

OFWIM 2007 Membership Form  

Name: __________________________________________________ 

Agency:__________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________ State: ____Zip:________ 

Phone:(_____)_________________ Fax:(______)________________ 

Email:___________________________________________________ 

    Memberships     Annual Dues 

    Individual Member – 2006  $25 

    (one voting membership) 

    Please pay in U.S. dollars!  $_________    
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2007 Individual Membership Form 

http://www.ofwim.org/org/membership.html�


Newsletter editor 
Shelaine Hetrick 
  Information International   

Associates / National 
Biological Information 
Infrastructure—Southern 
Appalachian 

1055 Commerce Park Dr. 
Suite 110 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

Phone: 865-298-1242 
E-mail: Shelaine@iiaweb.com 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O F  
F I S H  A N D  W I L D L I F E  
I N F O R M A T I O N  
M A N A G E R S  
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Thank you to all who participated in OFWIM 2006! 
 

Remember to renew your membership! 

February 2007 

2006 Conference Materials Available Soon 

Abstracts of Presentations and Posters 
 

Check for updates at http://www.ofwim.org/ 
 

Presentations (Slides) 
 

Check for updates at http://www.ofwim.org/ 

2007 Meeting Theme! 
 

"Common Problems – Common Solutions: 
Advancing Natural Resource Management 

Goals Through Collaboration and  
Technology" 

Please send newsletter comment, suggestions 
and articles to Shelaine Hetrick 

Shelaine@iiaweb.com 

  Article Deadline for Spring Issue:  
March 15, 2007 

National Conservation Training Center 

Brian Jonkers 

http://www.ofwim.org/�
http://www.ofwim.org/�
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