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Commonalities 

 Longevity 

 Collaborative, many partners 

 Serve specific programs, purposes, users 

 Specialized 

 Utilize centralized databases with data 

delivery via Internet 

 Established processes to obtain data 



Newer Attempts 

 SAIC proposal 

 Proposed a 

comprehensive 

data delivery 

system 

 Conducted a study 

(needs 

assessment) 

 Proposal was not 

adopted 

Northwest Power Planning Council 

Contract No. 2002-206 

Columbia River Basin Fish & 

Wildlife Information Evaluation 

and Planning 

April 5, 2002 

Boise, Idaho 



Newer Attempts 

 SAIC proposal 

 CBCIS 

 Northwest Environmental 

Data-network (NED) 

continued from the SAIC 

recommendation 

 Proposed Columbia 

Basin Collaborative 

Information System 

 Did not generate support 



Newer Attempts 

 SAIC proposal 

 CBCIS 

 NED Portal 

 Purchased the Portal Toolkit 

 Based on GIS 

 Established the Portal 

 A few projects/agencies made data available 

 Those with existing GIS layers 

 Those with metadata as web services 

 Limited data and little use 
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Commonalities 

 Somewhat abstract 

 No specific purpose or users 

 Little administrative support 

 No biological context 

 “Solution looking for a problem” 

 Just because you can doesn’t mean you should 

 “Build it and they will come” works – in the movies! 

 Did not deal with data interoperability 

 Relied on data already being available on the 

web (they mostly were not) 



PacFIN 

AKFIN 

RecFIN 

RMIS 

PTAGIS 

 

FPC 

DART 

EFIN & 

AKFED 

 

SAIC proposal 

CBCIS 

NED Portal 

Successful Not so much! 

StreamNet 



Factors for Success 

 Clearly defined purpose 

 Clearly defined users 

 Serve a recognized need 

 Content! 

 Ongoing support 

 



The Future 

 Higher priority on sharing data 

 More wide-scale analysis 

 Data are too valuable to use only once 

 Data are collected using public funds 

 Funders are requiring data 

 Investments in internal systems 

development will pay off in ability to share 

data externally 

 Develop agreement on what needs to be 

shared 

 



The Future 

 Increased need for metadata 

 Work toward regional scale standards 

 Emphasis on derived estimates/indicators 

 Distributed systems – e.g. Electronic Fish 

Tickets, EPA Exchange Network, etc. 

 IT progress is making sharing easier 



Questions? 


