
Greetings OFWIM members! As your 2010 president, I am excited about all of the activity and        
momentum already underway across our community.  The 2009 OFWIM Conference in Seattle,   
Washington was a huge success. The excellent presentations, Hackerôs Ball and poster session, field 
trip, and an enjoyable venue contributed towards many excellent opportunities emerging from our time 
together.  I would like to thank our four student scholarship award winners who enhanced the        
conference and provided an opportunity to learn more about their activities from across the country.  
A special thank you goes to our remote access participants who spent many a late evening with us on 
the phone and by WebEx!   

One of the significant accomplishments this year includes the update to the OFWIM Bylaws that took 
effect January 1, 2010.  Thanks to the Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee that helped bring the existing       
OFWIM bylaws up to date!  We also determined the OFWIM Vision for the next three years with the 
leadership of Mark Brunner as the Chair of the Ad hoc Vision and Goals Committee.  

Mark Brunner also gains the title of OFWIM President-Elect this year.  I would like to welcome Mark 
as well as Yan Hong, who joins OFWIM as the new Member At Large, along with Lisa Zolly as our  
continuing Secretary, Kristin Rogers at our continuing Treasurer, and Robin Carlson as our Past    
President.  I would like to thank Robin for her outstanding leadership as President last year, Don 
Schrupp as Member At Large, and Sabra Schwartz for her help and advice as Past President in 2009. 

Many OFWIM Committees have already met at least once since the Conference. The newsletter      
provides information about each Committee and I encourage you to sign up and get involved! 

One of the key activities this year will be a new OFWIM project that will be led by Don Katnik as part 
of the Data Standards and Technology Trends Committee. Open to all current members, this project 
will collaboratively develop a tool for capturing metadata for individual features within a database, 
based upon work already initiated at the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife. Don will 
demonstrate Maine's instance of this tool, an ArcGIS tool with VBA scripting to capture metadata 
when editing geographic features, and discuss how OFWIM might leverage some of the work already 
done to develop a tool that meets the broader needs of OFWIM members. Don has started an OFWIM 
community portal project, "Feature-level Metadata" to support this effort.  

Also, the Training and Education Committee plans to sponsor several Webinars this year on topics of 
interest to OFWIM members.  Please make sure your membership is current, so you can take advantage 
of these excellent sessions! 

Please mark your calendars for this yearôs conference in Lake Barkley, Kentucky from October 17-21, 
2010!! 

I feel incredibly privileged to be part of such a motivated, professional organization and welcome any 
thoughts on how we can continue OFWIMôs success and relevance into the future.  I look forward to 
an exciting year! I can be reached at jcarlino@usgs.gov. 

Cheers,    
 Jennifer 
Jennifer Carlinoð2010 OFWIM President 
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OFWIM 2010 is being planned 

now...Be sure to save the date!! 
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Through a great effort by the Vision and Goals committee to 

come up with some candidate Vision statements and         

wonderful input from the whole membership at the 2009 

conference, we decided on the following: 

 

Our Vision: To be a bridge between natural resource and 

technical disciplines to promote partnering, collaboration, 

sharing of ideas, and best management practices in order to 

effectively apply technology to the information and data 

needs of natural resource management. 

 

The next step of the Vision and Goals committee is to define 

Goals.  We will be brainstorming ideas to present at our 2010 

conference for membership approval.  The Goals should 

identify steps the organization can take to achieve our Vision.  

If you have ideas for Goals please let us know by emailing 

them to mark.brunner@mdc.mo.gov.  Thank you all for your 

participation in the Vision process.   

 

 

 

 

The  

OFWIM  

Vision... 

Photo: Foggy day at Marrowstone Science Center in WA; Jeff Falgout, USGS 
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Reflections on the 2009 OFWIM Conference in  

Seattle, WA... 

As a fisheries student with interests in utilizing GIS data and analyses to 
help highlight the impacts of human activities on streams, I was         

immediately interested in attending the                
Organization of Fish and Wildlife Information 
Managers annual meeting in   Seattle to learn more 
about the organization.  However, there was no way 
I could have afforded the trip from Virginia without 
financial assistance, so I was very excited receive one 
of the scholarships which covered almost all of the 
costs of the trip.  I was not disappointed with my 

visit to Seattle and the OFWIM meeting, during which I learned a huge 
amount about the challenges faced and the solutions used to              
incorporate technology into fisheries and wildlife research. The       
members of  OFWIM, while clearly professional, are very laid back in 
general and this made the meeting and the various activities very        
enjoyable. Although I definitely enjoyed the meetings, getting to know 
the other students, and the excellent food that I enjoyed throughout the 
week, the best part of the trip was by far the visit to Olympic National 
Park, which I have added to my list of places to visit.  Thank you,         
OFWIM, for the scholarship and for the well planned week.  

Tye Deweber*   

*Tye was one of four student scholarship winners who attended the 2009 OFWIM conference.  

 

Looking for additional information about the 2009 Meeting?  

Business Meeting Minutes:  

http://www.ofwim.org/docs/2009/2009BusinessMeeting.pdf 

2009 Conference Presentations: 

http://www.ofwim.org/docs/2009/2009_presentations.html 

  

 

http://www.ofwim.org/docs/2009/2009BusinessMeeting.pdf
http://www.ofwim.org/docs/2009/2009_presentations.html
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2009 OFWIM Field Trip  

A breezy ferry ride: Yan Hong, Jen Carlino, Jean Freeney, 

Julie Prior-Magee, Nina Chkhenkeli, Lakegan Harris, Viv 

Hutchison, Jeff Falgout 

Paul Hershberger, USGS, talks to 

OFWIM members about             

Marrowstone Marine Field Station 

Learning about the Wetlab... 

OFWIM hikers in the distance on Hurricane Ridge 

(Olympic Peninsula) 

Fish experiments... 


